Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior 

Group Parish Council

Council Meeting, July 2019
Report from the Clerk

1.
Lengthsman Work
1.1
£240 has been spent so far on minor highways maintenance, including clearing drain tops and some ditches, and strimming around signs, benches and salt-grit bins. £2060 remains in the budget for 2019-20. A works order for further strimming around signs etc has been sent.
1.2
£80 has been spent so far on PROW maintenance, including repairing gates on SP28 and SP12 and strimming. £420 remains in the budget for 2019-20. A works order for further strimming around signs and gates/stiles etc has been sent.
2.
Highways 
2.1
Work was undertaken by Balfour Beatty (BBLP) on Wickton Lane between 4-5 July 2019, providing surface-dressing to the lane. Signs were placed at the entrance to the lane shortly beforehand, but the work was not included on advance work-schedules circulated by BBLP.  A resident in Wickton Lane complained about the lack of notice, the quality of the work, and queried the necessity for this, as the lane had been mostly re-surfaced a few years ago.  The Clerk contacted BBLP with these queries, querying why this lane was receiving further work when other roads in the parish were in much greater need of repairs.  BBLP replied saying that the road closure was notified by public notice in the Hereford Times and HC website some time ago, but surface-dressing work was dependent on weather and sometimes scheduled at short notice. BBLP also explained that the works were a second intervention to seal and waterproof the binder laid previously. 

3.
Public Rights of Way Officer Report
3.1
Herefordshire Council have completed their investigations into the two Definitive Map Modification Order applications made by the Council (to designate Normans Lane as a bridleway and a section of the lane leading up to Grovefields and across a field towards the Old Rectory as a footpath). They propose that the Normans Lane route be added to the map as a restricted byway and the Grovefields lane routes as a footpath. Letters notifying these proposals and inviting comments have been sent to all affected landowners, and to the Parish Council, and are on the agenda for this meeting.

3.2
A second DMMO application has been made by The Ramblers Club to Herefordshire Council for the addition of a bridleway from the C1110 road south of The Witsets running south to join Bowley Lane. The DMMO Officer at Herefordshire Council has advised that should there be evidence of a right-of-way having existed at some point in the past, there is a good case for adding this to the definitive map, even if the route has not been used or passable for many years.
3.3
In June 2019 The PROW Officer contacted the landowner concerning defects on SP28 bridleway and SP10 footpath: the over-cropping of SP28 west of Brierymere was rectified promptly, as was the lack of an adequate field-margin for SP10 leading off Wickton Lane. 

3.4
In May 2019 Herefordshire Council notified the landowners of a long-standing obstruction to footpath SP4 near The Old Rectory: a log-store had been constructed across the route in 1992, resulting in the path having to follow a permissive route on an adjoining property.  A site meeting was held with the current landowners and the PROW officer from Herefordshire Council, and in July 2019 the landowners installed two new gates and cleared the route through the log-store. Herefordshire Council have confirmed that this resolves the obstruction. 
4.
Waste burning in Stoke Prior

4.1
Following the events reported to Council in May, Herefordshire Council's Environmental Health Community Protection team are investigating, and have taken formal witness statements from the Clerk and other residents. A report will be made to the head of Environmental Services prior to a decision whether to initiate a prosecution.
5.
Public Access Defibrillator and phone kiosk
5.1
The defibrillator outside Risbury Village Hall requires a new battery and pad set on 19 August 2019. Three online prices have been obtained, and this is will be placed on order from the cheapest available supplier at approximately £68.
5.2
Prices for the necessary materials for the refurbishment of the phone kiosk have been researched. These include replacement glass panels, primer paint, top-coat paints, and signage. The best price for these materials will be about £250.   Dates for a working group to do the work will be set shortly.
6.
Road Safety and speed limits
6.1
The Clerk and Deputy Chairman held a site meeting on 30 May 2019 with the Acting Assistant Director Highways and Transport to discuss the Council’s request for a 40mph speed limit on the parishes' rural roads. As a result of that meeting, proposals for specific speed limits and other traffic-calming measures are on the agenda for this meeting (see separate report).
7.
War Memorial Working Group proposals
7.1
A first meeting was held on Tuesday 28 May. This was an open meeting, advertised to all residents, to give anyone else interested the opportunity to give their views or join the Group. The notes of that meeting are on the agenda for this meeting.
7.2
The group agreed some broad proposals for a war memorial for the parishes, including a proposed location on the traffic island in Stoke Prior, a suggested theme incorporating the parish pump, ideas for raising funds for the project, and a target date of 11 November 2020. The Council is asked to consider these proposals, including the funding the project.
8.
'We Don't Buy Crime' initiative

8.1
Further enquiries have been made about how the ‘We Don’t Buy Crime’ initiative of the Police and Crime Commissioner works.  Sergeant Aston, in charge of the scheme has explained that:  if (as a simple example) there are 100 houses in the area, the Parish Council would order 100 Smartwater kits –and get 25 of them free, with the remaining 75 at £8.90 (we could reclaim the VAT).  The Council and Sgt Aston then organise events and other means (eg knocking on doors) to distribute these to the residents and get them to register the kits online.  The usual means is for Sgt Aston to be at an event, hand over the kit after registering it to the resident, and the resident then takes it home to mark their property.  People can go online and register it themselves. It would not be expected that the Parish Council would re-charge residents for the kit, but that it would be provided through the Council’s funds (if a charge were made then you have the difficulty of working out who to give the free kits to – and you are not allowed to charge for these).  Also, if we are re-selling the kits, we would be unable to reclaim the VAT.  Many parish councils have joined the scheme and they have either just met the cost from the precept or have held fundraising events.  When 70% of the houses in the area have registered their kit, the area qualifies for free WDBC signage on all roads into the area, plus some repeater signs inside the area. Each sign would cost £80, so this is a significant benefit as against the outlay for the kits.

 8.2
The Clerk discussed with Sgt Aston the area which could be designated, and the difficulty of only designating part of the parishes (eg the main villages): firstly, this would mean some residents are eligible for a benefit from the Council and others don’t; secondly, crime could just be displaced to the non-WDBC areas.  So if we did this, it would really have to be for all 286 households (we’d need to re-check this figure), and would mean the Council laying out 75% of 286 x £8.90 = £1909.   We would then have to do a large campaign to give all these away to justify the outlay, and aim for at least 70% to get the signage (which with at least 8 road entrances would be worth at least £640).

 8.3
Sgt Aston was not sure about the value of doing a “pre-launch” campaign, as he said you would just get a lower response rate than if you launched the scheme for real with events to come and get your free kit and register it.  He described it as a simple decision for the Council to take on behalf of residents: do we invest a sum (or raise a sum) in assisting all residents with crime-prevention, and have the incentive of free signage to go out and shift at least 70% of the kits we’ve bought.  This is therefore on the agenda for this meeting as a decision-in-principle for Council.
9.
Dog-mess and signage
9.1
A complaint was received in June from a resident on Wickton Lane about signage which had been placed on fences, gates and one footpath marker-post, asking people to clear up their dog's mess. The complainant considered that the signs were unnecessary and spoiled the character of the area. The Clerk established that the signs were not placed by Herefordshire Council, but that they had no objection to them, and that the Clerk as PROW Officer also had no objection to them. The Clerk notified the complainant that those signs on private property were a matter for the landowner, and that the sign on the footpath marker-post would not be removed, pending any discussion by Council.
9.2
A complaint was received on 8 July from a resident on Poplands Lane about dog-mess being left on his land on footpath SP5. The Clerk will place formal notices warning that this is an offence which can result in a fixed penalty or prosecution, and has discussed with the landowner measures to detect those persons responsible. Another warning article has been placed in the Parish Pump.
10.
Councillor training

10.1
A dedicated training session for HFSP councillors was held on 17 July 2019, given by HALC.

10.2
The schedule of HALC training sessions for July-August 2019 was circulated to councillors on 10 July.

Philip Brown
Clerk to the Council
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