Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior
Group Parish Council


Minutes of the meeting of the Group Parish Council held on 
Wednesday 27 March 2019 at 7.30pm in Risbury Village Hall 

Present:
Cllr Alan Bathurst
Cllr Ken Bemand



Cllr Hugh Fowler-Wright 
Cllr Janette Fullwood



Cllr Mike Hubbard
Cllr William Jackson (Chairman)



Cllr Gill Stovold
Cllr Rodney Thompson


Cllr Stephanie Wilson 
With:
District Cllr Bruce Baker (to Minute 37/19) 



and four members of the public to Minute 37/19).


Officer in attendance:
Mr Philip Brown (Clerk)

29/19
Apologies for absence and dispensations
(a)
Received: apologies for absence from Cllr Zoe Burge and Cllr Richard Thomas.
(b)
No applications were made for dispensations for absence under Standing Order 10.

30/19
Declaration of interests and dispensations

(a)
No declarations of interest in agenda items were made.

(b)
No applications for dispensations in accordance with Standing Order 25 were made.

31/19
Minutes of` the last meeting

Resolved: to approve the minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 30 January 2019.

32/19
Matters for report arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.


None.


33/19
Chairman’s announcements


Ahead of the elections in May, the Chairman thanked all councillors for their work over the last four years. Councillors also expressed their thanks to the Chairman.

34/19
Public participation


No matters raised (but see Minute 37/19).


35/19
Clerk’s report

(a)
Received: a report from the Clerk (Minutes Annexe 35/19) covering: The Lamb Inn; Lengthsman work and contracts; Drainage issues; Burglaries in Stoke Prior; PROW Footpaths Officer report; Highways defects and repairs; DMMO applications; Yoga. Pilates and Stretch classes; Fibre-optic broadband work; War Memorial Working Group.
(b)
Noted: an update from the Chairman on a productive meeting with drainage engineers in February: several urgent drainage works had been agreed, including to School Hill in Risbury.
(c)
Noted: an update on the police investigation into the recent burglaries, which had been assisted by residents’ provision of CCTV footage.
(d)
Noted: that improvements to a stile on HU5/6 footpath in Poplands Lane would have to be agreed with the landowner; the Clerk would meet with the landowners and Cllr Thompson to look into improving drainage on HU10 in Risbury; the Clerk would look at letters which two landowners had received concerning responsibility for maintenance of the Volka Bridge (SP6).
36/19
District Councillor’s report

(a)
Received: District Councillor Baker’s report for February / March 2019 (Minutes Annexe 36/19).

(b)
Noted: an oral update from Cllr Baker:  Herefordshire Council had approved its budget for 2019-20, including a rise in Council Tax of 2.9% plus 2% earmarked for adult and social care; HC had also declared a climate change emergency’ and committed to reducing its carbon footprint; Funds for the Lengthsman scheme for drainage works would be made available in 2019-20; the refusal of the appeal for The Lamb was noted – planning permission for the King’s Head in Docklow had also been refused.
(c)
The council expressed their thanks to Cllr Baker for all his assistance with local matters over the past four years’ term of office.

37/19
The Lamb Inn
(a)
Noted: the Clerk’s Report, section 1. The Clerk agreed to check when exactly, under the ACV Regulations, a moratorium period on a sale would commence. In answer to questions from the public present, the Chairman outlined the approach the Council would take to owning the pub and appointing a tenant. The Working Group would be appointed anew at the Annual Meeting in May, and could benefit from some new members.
(b)
Resolved: to write again to the owners of The Lamb reminding them of the Council’s interest in discussing a purchase of the pub.

(c)
Resolved: to authorise the Clerk, in consultation with Working Group, to request the full ACV moratorium period should the initial period be triggered and this be considered necessary.

38/19
Planning Committee and planning applications update

(a)
Noted: updates on current planning applications:


183185: Land at Old Hall, Stoke Prior - approval of reserved matters following outline approval P150677/O for dwelling, together with improved access, turning and manoeuvring


The application was granted on 15 February 2019.

183431: The Priory Farm, Stoke Prior -  Proposed change of use of land for the siting of a mobile home (for an equestrian worker) (Retrospective) and the erection of two new stable buildings

The application was refused on 25 February 2018 as there was not considered to be a functional need for the dwelling, and it would constitute isolated development in open countryside.

184541: Land to west of Risbury Cross – bungalow with new access and outbuilding

The application was refused on 28 February because the site lies outside of the settlement boundary in the Neighbourhood Plan.
Application 190897/XA2: Land opposite The Old Hall, Stoke Prior - Application for approval of details reserved by condition 2 attached to planning permission 163560

Notice of the application was circulated to councilors on 21 March 2019.

(b)
Noted: an oral summary from the Clerk of outstanding applications to be decided.
(c)
Noted: the Chairman had written to planning officers asking that parish councils be consulted on pre-application advice requests to ensure that advice is congruent with adopted Neighbourhood Plans.
39/19
Planning Application 190930: The Priory Farm, Stoke Prior – erection of two stable buildings

(a)
Received: the application (circulated 22/03/19).

(b)
Noted: The application was a partial re-submission of application 183431, which the Council had supported. No further comments had been submitted by councillors, the applicant or other members of the public.

(c)
Resolved: to re-submit the comments for 183431 concerning the proposed stables.

40/19
Proposed adoption of revised Herefordshire Code of Conduct


Resolved: to amend Standing Order 25 to adopt the revised 2018 Herefordshire Code of Conduct and its provisions for participation in meetings, commencing in May 2019 (Minutes Annexe 40/19).
41/19
General Financial Matters

(a)
Received: an updated report from the RFO (Minutes Annexe 41/19).

(b)
Resolved: to appoint HALC as Internal Auditors for 2018-19.
(c)
Resolved: to authorise payments as detailed in the RFO report section 4.
42/19
Lengthsman contract and appointment of Lengthsman for 2019-20
(a)
Resolved: to renew membership of the Lengthsman and Parish Paths Partnership scheme in 2019-20.

(b)
Resolved: to re-appoint DC Gardening Services Ltd as Lengthsman contractor 2019-20.

43/19
Correspondence
(a)
Traffic Safety in Risbury

Noted: a complaint from residents in Risbury concerning traffic speeds past Turning Ways, requesting that the 30mph limit be extended. The Council had received numerous concerns and considered traffic speeds in the parishes on several recent occasions, and was of the opinion that a 40mph limit was appropriate for all the ‘C’ and ‘U’ roads in the parishes approaching the villages.

Resolved: to request Herefordshire Council to make a traffic order to reduce the speed limit on all C and U roads in the parishes to 40mph where there was no limit lower than this.
(b)
Hedging removal at land opposite Old Hall

Noted: concerns from a resident in Stoke Prior about removal of hedging and installation of netting at the site at Croft Gate.  The removal of hedges opposite Old Hall had been contrary to planning permission, and the netting of hedges and trees to prevent nesting was a matter of national concern.

Resolved: to write to Border Oak expressing the Council’s concern and disappointment at their removal of hedging and netting of hedging.
(c)
Broadband implementation

Noted: comments from residents about the slow completion of fibre broadband works.


Resolved: to write to Gigaclear to ask for information about the scheduled completion and commissioning of fibre broadband for each area of the parishes.
44/19
Matters for information and future business
(a)
Noted: circulars sent to the Council, and circulated on date shown to councillors by email: 

	(i)
	Locality Steward weekly briefings
	Weekly

	(ii)
	Herefordshire road closures updates 
	Weekly

	(iii)
	Rural Services Network bulletins
	Weekly

	(iv)
	Herefordshire Rural Hub monthly newsletters
	Monthly

	(v)
	Herefordshire Transport Package consultation 28 Jan
	26/01/19

	(vi)
	Draft Minerals and Waste Local Plan consultation 21 Jan – 4 Mar
	26/01/19

	(vii)
	Notice of proposed Local Development Order, Hereford Enterprise Zone
	26/01/19

	(viii)
	Meals on Wheels event 15 Feb
	31/01/19

	(ix)
	HC News re road improvements and Jesse Norman MP
	31/01/19

	(x)
	McCaull Trust even 15 Feb
	31/01/19

	(xi)
	Consultation on extending 50mph speed limit on A44 and 30 mph limit on Fairmile
	31/01/19

	(xii)
	Rural Funding Digest Feb 2019
	06/02/19

	(xiii)
	HC Cabinet Update 4 Feb
	06/02/19

	(xiv)
	Waste collection changes advert
	21/03/19

	(xv)
	Herefordshire Now March 2019
	21/03/19

	(xvi)
	Calor Rural Community Fund 2019
	21/03/19

	(xvii)
	Intelligence Bulletin and HC Cabinet Update 6/3/19
	21/03/19

	(xviii)
	Fastershire progress summary for Hampton Ward
	21/03/19

	(xix)
	HALC Information Corner elections special
	21/03/19

	(xx)
	Purdah guidance
	21/03/19

	(xxi)
	Ministerial letter concerning publication of candidates’ addresses
	21/03/19

	(xxii)
	2019 local elections timetable
	21/03/19

	(xxiii)
	Grant funding presentation
	27/03/19


ub

(b)
To note: any other matters for information or future decision.
45/19
Elections to the Council
(a)
Noted:  the term of office of all sitting councillors would end on 6 May 2019, and elections for Council seats held on 2 May 2019 (new councillors’ term of office commencing on 7 May 2019 for four years). 

(b)
Noted: Information about the nomination process for the elections in both parishes had been sent to all sitting councillors, emailed to the residents' circulation list, and also publicised in the Parish Pump and on notices around the parishes.  Nomination packs were available at the meeting or from the Elections Office in Hereford. Nomination papers must be hand-delivered to the Elections Office by 4pm on Wednesday 3 April 2019.
46/19
Dates of future meetings

(a)
Noted: the next scheduled meeting would be the Annual Meeting on Wednesday 15 May 2019 at 7.30pm in Stoke Prior Village Hall.

(b)
Resolved: to re-schedule the July meeting from Wednesday 17 July to Wednesday 31 July ay 7.30pm.

(c)
Noted: the dates of future meetings (all at 7.30pm): Wednesday 18 September 2019; Wednesday 20 November 2019; Wednesday 15 January 2020; Wednesday 18 March 2020.

The meeting closed at 9.29pm.
Signed (Chairman) ..........................................
Date ...................................
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