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1.
The Group Parish has 36km of recorded Public Rights of Way (PROWs), consisting of approximately 25km of footpaths (for walkers only) and 11km of bridleways (which horses and bicycles may also use).   All recorded PROWs are given a numerical designation by parish: hence our PROWs are either SP[number] or HU[number] or FD[number] or PG[number].  Maps of the PROWs are available for inspection.
Legal background and responsibilities
2.
PROWs exist by virtue of statute and by being shown on a Definitive Map maintained by Herefordshire Council. There may be unrecorded rights-of-way which have been dedicated by a landowner or implied from members of the public using it openly and freely for a period of at least 20 years, but for some reason have not been included on the Definitive Map. These unrecorded or unofficial PROWs often take the form of ‘anomalies’ on the map, such as where a PROW stops short of another PROW or a public highway. There is a process for adding these to the Definitive Map (which is lengthy) but under Section 53 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CROW) 2000, most rights-of-way that are not recorded on the Definitive Map by 1 January 2026 will be extinguished then.  In common law a PROW cannot be lost by disuse, but it can be lost by physical destruction (eg the collapse of a cliff path into the sea). However, as noted above, rights of way can be lost if they are not recorded on the Definitive Map before 2026.
3.
Path users have legal obligations, including not exceeding the lawful uses (eg a footpath may only be used for walking), keeping to the line of a path wherever possible, and keeping dogs on a lead or under close control where there are sheep.  
4.
Landowners over whose land a PROW passes also have legal obligations, including not obstructing or interfering with the lawful rights of passage, maintaining gates and stiles to a safe condition, not allowing vegetation to overhang a path, not ploughing up a path along the edge of a field, and permitting a width of at least 1 metre through crops for a footpath and 2m fo a bridleway. Bulls must not be kept in fields with PROWs unless under 11 months old or not of a recognised dairy breed and at large with heifers.
5.
Herefordshire Council (HC), as the highways authority, is responsible for maintaining signposts, waymarkers, watercourse crossings and steps, and maintaining surface vegetation. These functions are contracted out to Balfour Beatty Living Places (BBLP).

6.
Under the Parish Paths Partnership (P3) Scheme, Herefordshire Council may devolve the maintenance of PROWs to a parish council. Parish councils must appoint an Officer to look after the PROWs, and may contract with a Lengthsman to undertake the responsibilities of the highways authority. Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior Group Parish Council has been part of this scheme since 2015.  The Clerk, Philip Brown, is the acting PROW Officer, with deputies who report defects to him: Margaret Brown (Humber),Tim Yair (Stoke Prior) and Iain Cholerton (Bridleways).
Survey of PROWs and log of defects in the Group Parish

7.
The PROW Officer has undertaken a detailed survey of all the PROWs in the parishes between 2017-19. The survey includes recording the detailed route of the official path, any local variations in the actual route, the location of all stiles, gates and signposts, and the condition of these. All stiles / gates have been given a sequential number for each PROW (eg SP9 Stile 1, then SP9 Gate 2 and so on) for future reference, and included on maps to be used by the Lengthsman or other persons.

8.
Iain Cholerton has prepared an annual report on the condition of all bridleways  in 2017, 2018 and 2019, and a copy of his report is available for inspection. The defects and issues noted have been logged and are covered in this summary report of all PROWs.

11.
A log of known PROW problems, defects and any proposed improvements has been created, which is available for inspection.  This shows the PROW, location, work needed and progress, and is kept updated by the PROW Officer.
Work undertaken and progress made with defects in 2018-19

12.
Over the past 12 months, the following progress has been made on logged defects:
	Bridleway HU10
	Hazardous drain cover in Risbury
	Landowner agreed to remove cover and improve drainage on this section

	Bridleway HU4
	Overcropping east of Buckland
	Cleared by the landowner but not to the required width

	Bridleway HU4
	near Humber Court Farm
	New waymarker post installed by Lengthsman

	Bridleway PG11
	near Marston Cottages
	New waymarker post installed by Lengthsman

	Bridleway PG11
	near Woodside
	New waymarker post installed by Lengthsman

	Bridleway PG11
	Gate 2 at Holly Brook
	new gate installed by landowner

	Bridleway SP12
	Drainage between Brierymere and Normans Farm
	Improved for most of the section by drainage works undertaken by the new owners, but there is now serious waterlogging near Normans Farm

	Bridleway SP28
	Overcropping near Brierymere
	Following no response to four emails and formal letters to the landowner, this was referred to Herefordshire Council. No response has been obtained from our HC Locality Steward so a formal Enforcement Notice is to be issued.

	Bridleway SP28
	Gate 3 north of Little Wickton
	Reinstated and repaired by Lengthsman

	Footpath HU1
	Gate 1 near Risbury
	New kissing gate supplied by HC for landowner to install

	Footpath HU3
	Stile 1 near Humber Court Farm
	Stile repaired by Lengthsman

	Footpath HU5
	Stile 2 near Stirbridge Farm
	Stile repaired by Lengthsman

	Footpath HU6
	Drainage trench on east of Buckland
	Landowner has agreed to fill the trench to reinstate the path

	Footpath HU6
	Bridge over Holly Brook
	Repaired by Lengthsman

	Footpath HU7
	Waymarker post at start of east of Risbury
	On order from HC.

	Footpath HU7
	Gate 4 near Jessamine Cottage
	Lengthsman installed new kissing gate to replace stile

	Footpath PG12
	Gate 1 in Marston
	Repaired by landowner

	Footpath SP1
	Stile 2 north of Stoke Prior
	Stile repaired by Lengthsman

	Footpath SP10
	From Wickton Lane to Little Wickton
	Field margin made wider by landowner

	Footpath SP10
	Stiles 5&6 south of Stoke Prior
	Stile repaired by Lengthsman

	Footpath SP13
	overcropping between Brierymere and Wickton Lane
	Cleared to a narrow path by landowner

	Footpath SP21
	Stile 3 near railway embankment
	Stile repaired by Lengthsman

	Footpath SP31
	Stile 4 on at entrance to golf course
	Stile repaired by Lengthsman

	Footpath SP31
	Route east of golf course
	Route cleared by landowner, with removal of woodland

	Footpath SP6:
	Volka Bridge
	HC has written to landowners who use the bridge for access asking them to repair the broken handrails

	Various
	Strimming
	Sections of PROWs strimmed by Lengthsman in summer 2018

	Various
	Waymaker signs
	PROW Officer placed numerous new or replacement waymarker discs on many routes, and more are logged as to be done when time permits


13.
Work undertaken by the Lengthsman in 2018-19 was at a cost of £1084.62 excluding VAT (VAT can be reclaimed by the Parish Council). Of this, £834.32 has been reclaimed from Herefordshire Council as our ‘P3’ Grant for the year.  In 2019-20 there will be no P3 grant from Herefordshire Council.
Outstanding defects
14.
The following significant logged defects are still outstanding (excluding waymarkers):
	Path
	Location
	Grid ref
	Defect
	Notes

	HU4
	Gate 3 and bridge
	542 560
	No latch on gate. Post rotten, Overgrown bridge.
	To raise with landowner

	HU6
	Gate 2
	552 560
	New metal gate, but loose posts – difficult to open
	Requested landowner to repair

	HU6
	Stile 5
	549 564
	Stile wobbly
	Requested landowner to repair

	HU10
	North of Risbury village
	550 552 to

554 553
	Wet path, often impassable
	Improvement works planned by landowner

	HU10
	Gates 3 and 4 near Risbury
	550 552
	Difficult to open.
	To raise with landowner

	HU10
	Gate 6 north of Risbury
	554 553
	Securing latch missing: gate needs repair
	To raise with landowner

	PG11
	Gate (3) in Sheepcotes field
	566 557
	Difficult to open.
	To raise with landowner

	PG11
	Gate (4) at end of drive to Sheepcotes
	558 555
	Gate closed with twine, difficult to open
	To raise with landowner

	PG11
	Gate (10) at entrance to Marston Firs wood
	579 547
	Latch doesn’t close
	Requested landowner to repair

	PG11
	Gate (11) at exit from Marston Firs wood
	581 545
	Gate fallen and track impassable with mud.
	Landowner to be identified

	PG12
	Path through woodland
	574 556 to

573 557
	Route not clear and completely impassable through woodland
	Discussed with landowner summer 2018.

	PG12
	Stile (4) at S side of wood
	574 556
	No stile – just broken fence. New stile needed
	Discussed with landowner summer 2018.

	PG12
	Stile/Gate (5) at N side of wood
	573 557
	No stile or gate. Spoil across route into woodland. 
	Discussed with landowner summer 2018.

	SP3
	
	523 571
	Fallen tree across path
	

	SP5
	North side of A44
	535 575
	No fingerpost 
	

	SP6
	Stile 3 (50m SW of Cross Cottage)
	516 572
	Stile wobbly
	To raise with landowner

	SP6
	Volka Bridge (6)
	513 573
	Bridge rails broken – hazard to users
	HC in correspondence with landowners

	SP9
	Stile 3
	522 563
	Barbed wire under top rail – partially protected. 
	

	SP9
	Railway Embankment up to Stile 2
	522 564
	V difficult slippery access up embankment – new steps?
	Suggested to landowner that parish install steps

	SP9
	Stile 2
	522 564
	Wobbly stile – needs strengthening with prop
	Requested landowner to repair

	SP12
	Gate 2
	524 556
	Fallen on hinges & difficult to open.
	Requested landowner to repair

	SP12
	Section south of Gate 3
	523 558
	Poor drainage – very muddy and wet
	Requested landowner to improve drainage

	SP12
	Gate 3
	523 558
	Gate difficult to open – requires repairs
	Lengthsman to undertake repairs

	SP28
	Junction with C1110 S of The Witsets
	533 544
	Poor drainage – very muddy and wet
	

	SP28
	Gate 2 (Junction with Wickton Lane)
	527 554
	Latch on metal gate difficult to open – needs two hands.
	Repairs in hand

	SP28
	Field west of Brierymere
	525 555
	Route ploughed over.
	Enforcement notice being issued

	SP28
	Gate 4 (junction with SP9)
	510 555
	Gatepost loose and v difficult to open/close. Overgrown. 
	Landowner refused to repair – referred to HC

	SP33
	Drain (4)
	590 571
	Impassable over flooded drain 
	To raise with landowner

	PG10
	Gate (12) SE of Marston Firs
	583 545
	Gate secured with twine.

No waymarkers. 
	In Pencombe Parish

	PG10
	Gate (13) N of Hegdon Hill
	585 542
	Metal gate difficult to open


	In Pencombe Parish

	DH5
	E end of Buckland farm
	558 569
	Route partially blocked with dumped stones. No clear waymarking.
	 In Docklow parish

	ZC150
	Stile 1 
	507 574
	Wire fence obstructing path near river, no stile, high fence
	In Leominster parish

	ZC159
	Gate 1
	503 573
	Broken gate obstructing path
	In Leominster parish


Definitive Map Modification Orders

15.
Council agreed in September 2017 to apply for two Definitive Map Modification Orders to designate Normans Lane as a bridleway and a section of the lane leading up to Grovefields and across a field towards the Old Rectory as a footpath, to rectify an anomaly going back to the creation of PROWs in 1952. 

16.
The Clerk obtained the necessary user evidence forms and undertook research at the Herefordshire Archives and Records Centre in support of the application, and submitted the application in January 2019.  Landowners and adjacent landowners were also written to, notifying them of the application.

17.
The DMMO Officer at Herefordshire Council has confirmed that the applications are in order, and that because of the strategic importance of the routes and that the evidence submitted is very robust, the applications will be given a high priority.
Philip Brown
Clerk to the Council & PROW Officer
16 April 2019
