Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior
Group Parish Council


Minutes of the meeting of the Group Parish Council held on 
Wednesday 21 November 2018 at 7.30pm in Risbury Village Hall 

Present:
Cllr Alan Bathurst
Cllr Ken Bemand



Cllr Zoe Burge
Cllr Hugh Fowler-Wright 


Cllr Janette Fullwood
Cllr Mike Hubbard



Cllr William Jackson (Chairman)
Cllr Gill Stovold




Cllr Rodney Thompson 
Cllr Richard Thomas (from Minute /114/18d)


And:
District Cllr Bruce Baker (to Minute 118/18).


Officer in attendance:
Mr Philip Brown (Clerk)

111/18
Apologies for absence and dispensations
(a)
Received: apologies for absence from Cllr Steph Wilson.
(b)
No applications were made for dispensations for absence under Standing Order 10.

112/18
Declaration of interests and dispensations

(a)
There were no declarations of interests from councillors.
(b)
No applications were made for dispensations under Standing Order 25.

113/18
Minutes of` the last meeting

Resolved: to approve the minutes of the Meeting held on 19 September 2018.

114/18
Matters for report arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.

(a)
Parish Council Summit, 17 October (Minute 95/18)


Noted: the Clerk’s Report section 12.

(b)
Broadband installation and roadworks (Minute 97/18)


Noted: the Clerk’s Report section 8.

(c)
Repairs to bridge on footpath HU6 (Minute 98/18c)


Reported: Herefordshire Council had confirmed that bridges on rights-of-way were their responsibility and had given permission for the parish Lengthsman to repair the bridge, which had been arranged.

(d)
The Lamb (minute 103/18)


Reported: the review of the Asset of Community Value listing by the county solicitor had been completed on 26 October, and confirmed that the listing had been made properly.  A submission opposing the appeal against refusal of planning permission was submitted by the Clerk on 15 October and copied to councillors. The Clerk had recently been told informally by CAMRA that the Planning Inspector had decided to hear the appeal by way of a public hearing on 23 January 2019 in Hereford, but this had not yet been confirmed either through the Planning Department or the Inspectorate. It was anticipated that both CAMRA and the Parish Council could apply to take part in the hearing as interested third-parties, and that the Chairman and at least one other councillor would represent the Council on 23 January.  Members of the public would be able to attend, and would be encouraged to do so once arrangements were confirmed.

Agreed: The Lamb Working Group should meet soon to confirm arrangements for the Parish Council and residents to participate in the hearing.

 (e)
First World Way centenary (Minute 107/18)


Reported: the purchase of the silent soldier silhouettes had not been possible, as supplies of these had been exhausted.  The Chairman had instead obtained some commemorative flags which had been flown around the parishes. [See also Minute 123/18 below.]
115/18
Chairman’s announcements


Noted: Thanks to all those volunteers who helped with the litter-pick on 25 October, and those residents who regularly collect litter on the parishes’ roads and footpaths.
116/18
Public participation


No members of the public were present.
117/18
Clerk’s report

(a)
Received: a report from the Clerk covering The Lamb, Lengthsman work, Public rights-of-way, Highways defects and repairs, Traffic safety issues, Definitive Map Modification Order applications, Yoga Pilates and Stretch classes, Work by Complete Utilities, Litter pick, Light pollution, Remembrance Sunday and War Memorial, Herefordshire parish council summit on 17 October, Retirement of Anthony Bush, Parish Council website and communication with residents (Minutes Annexe 117/18).
(b)
Noted: Oral updates from the Clerk on some matters, including the provision of an additional £5m to Herefordshire Council for repairs to B, C and U roads, and a request made that some sections of our roads be considered as priority for resurfacing or patching.
(c)
Noted: (i) missing hazard reflective markers near The Grove in Ford would be investigated and replaced; (ii) some residents had positive comments on the work by Complete Utilities and their restoration of roadways and verges; (iii) Cllr Rich Thomas offered to lead a walk during the Herefordshire Walking Festival in June 2019, and the Clerk would discuss and plan this with him.
118/18
District Councillor’s report

(a)
Received: District Councillor Baker’s report for October and November 2018 (Minutes Annexe 118/18).

(b)
Noted: an oral update from Cllr Baker:
· Councillors’ failures to disclose interests was a major issue for both Herefordshire Council and parish councils.

· The Parish Council summit on 17 October had been well-attended and useful.
· Following the burglary at the ECHO/Community Garden charity in Eaton, he had visited the charity. Over £3000 had been raised to purchase replacement equipment.

· Following a site meeting, the hedge opposite the Fairmile turn on the A44 would be replaced with fencing.

· A Youth Justice Plan for the County had bene published.

· Ofsted’s reports on the county’s fostering and adoption services were improving, but more carers and fosterers were needed. Information about this was available from the HC website.

· The enquiry into the Southern Link Road was continuing, and had cost about £250,000 so far.

· He was on a group reviewing the work of Balfour Beatty as the Council’s public realm contractor. Although potholes were a problem, the AA had not ranked Herefordshire in the 10 worst counties for this. Major resurfacing works were continuing on A roads throughout the county, and a grant of £5m from government had been secured for repairs (probably patching mostly) to B,C and U roads. 

· He had complained about the lack of co-ordination of local road closures in September.

· 98% of the county would be able to access superfast broadband within the next two years,

· Government support grants to local councils would cease in 2019, creating a major challenge for all councils. Herefordshire spent a large proportion of its income on looking after children and vulnerable adults.
· The new Herefordshire Now magazine updated residents on what the Council was doing: this was mostly available on-line; the small number of printed copies had cost only £499.
119/18
Planning committee and planning applications update

(a)
Received: Minutes of the Planning Committee of 10 October 2018 and 29 October 2018 (unapproved).
(b)
Reported: that the Clerk wrote to the Senior Planning Officer on 7 November concerning the enforcement of conditions on planning permissions (see Planning Committee minute 29/18).

(c)
Noted: updates on current planning applications:


182637: 1 Eastmead, Stoke Prior – variation of condition 2 (increase size of garden store)


Permission granted, 18 September 2018.


182934/PA7: Wood Farm, Risbury – proposed agricultural building


Prior Approval not required, 31 August 2918.


183349/PA7: Ford Farm – replacement of existing access track


Prior Approval refused on 19 September 2018 as works exceed permitted area.


183319: Lower Buckland Farm – proposed resurfacing of existing farm tracks


Permission granted, 7 November 2018


183185: Broadstone Farm, Stoke Prior – proposed laying of stone farm tracks


Permission granted, 7 November 2018


183578/PA7: Ford Farm – replacement of existing access track


Prior Approval refused on 26 October 2018, as objection from Centrica re gas pipeline.


183212: 4 The Stables, Risbury – proposed erection of front porch


Permission granted, 23 October 2018.

120/18
Community Week committee

(a)
Received: notes of Community Week Planning Meeting of 11 October 2018 (Minutes Annexe 120/18).

(b)
Noted: thanks to those joining and leading the group, so that Community Week would continue.

121/18
General Financial Matters

(a)
Received: a report from the RFO (Minutes Annexe 121/18).

(b)
Received: the Bank Reconciliation Statement for the second quarter of 2018-19, which had been checked and signed by Cllr Bathurst.

(c)
Resolved: to approve the authorisation of payments as detailed in the RFO report section 3.

122/18
Draft budget for 2019-20, and three-year forecast to 2023
(a)
Received: a draft Revenue and Expenditure budget for 2019-20 and three-year forecast (Minutes Annexe 122/18).
(b)
Reported: the outline budget presented at the previous meeting had been discussed by the Finance Working Group and some amendments proposed, notably: an increase of £400 for community initiatives and donations; an increase of £800 in the estimate of maximum election costs for May 2019, and a recommendation of a one-off increase in the precept of £2000 (to £12,289) to provide ear-marked reserves against possible pre-contract costs of any attempted purchase of The Lamb (such as a borrowing approval valuation and other professional advice). This proposal was to be publicised in the December edition of the Parish Pump.
(c)
Noted in discussion: A consensus that it was prudent to provide specific reserves of £2000 against possible costs of bidding for the Lamb, as general reserves were projected to be only £3105, although one councillor dissented from this view. However, there had been no public consultation on this proposal which would see the precept rise by over 20%, and there was no legal requirement to set a budget and precept before the next meeting.
(d)
Agreed: to defer the approval of the proposed draft budget and precept to the next meeting on 16 January 2019, and to seek comments from residents before that meeting.
123/18
War Memorial 
(a)
Noted: the Clerk’s Report section 11, on proposals to consider a permanent war memorial for the parishes. 
(b)
Agreed: that the Council should write to the PCC at Pudleston congratulating them on the moving and superbly-organised Centenary Remembrance Service on 11 November.
(c)
Resolved: to appoint a War Memorial Working Group with the remit of considering and making recommendations on a permanent war memorial or memorials for the parishes. Members would be the Chairman, Cllr Will Jackson, any other councillors who wished to join, representatives of the PCCs, and any other interested resident. The Clerk would write to the PCCs and other persons who had expressed an interest in the proposal, and would publicise the project to residents.
124/18
Matters for information and future business
(a)
Noted: circulars sent to the Council, and circulated on date shown to councillors by email: 

	(i)
	Herefordshire CPRE AGM 13 October
	21/09/18

	(ii)
	Herefordshire Council Cabinet update 19 Sep
	21/09/18

	(iii)
	Interpreter training 24-25 Nov
	21/09/18

	(iv)
	Planning to Protect British Pubs 28 Nov
	21/09/18

	(v)
	Update on A44 speed limits
	21/09/18

	(vi)
	Remembrance Sunday commemorative events
	21/09/18

	(vii)
	Get Online Week 15-21 Oct
	27/09/18

	(viiii)
	Herefordshire Council Cabinet update 4 Oct
	09/10/18

	(ix)
	Inauguration of New Model in Technology & Engineering 19 Oct
	09/10/18

	(x)
	Rural Hub newsletter Oct 18
	09/10/18

	(xi)
	Balfour Beatty Newsletter Oct 18
	09/10/18

	(xii)
	CPRE Campaigns update 6 Oct
	09/10/18

	(xiii)
	Leominster NDP consultation Oct 18
	09/10/18

	(xiv)
	Volunteering opportunities with Herefordshire Council
	09/10/18

	(xv)
	Fuel poverty in Herefordshire
	11/10/18

	(xvi)
	Welsh Water Open Day at Rotherwas 2 Nov
	21/10/18

	(xvii)
	Herefordshire Council Cabinet update 24 Oct
	25/10/18

	(xviii)
	Travellers’ Sites Plan – consultation n additional sites at Bosbury & Madley
	25/10/18

	(xix)
	Rural Hub newsletter Nov 18
	02/11/18

	(xx)
	Winter gritting and grit-salt bins information
	02/11/18

	(xxi)
	Christmas recycling and household rubbish collections
	02/11/18

	(xxii)
	Gigaclear rollout data for Hampton Ward
	02/11/18

	(xxiii)
	CPRE Campaigns update 10 Nov
	11/11/18

	(xxiv)
	HALC Conference and AGM 17 Nov papers
	11/11/18

	(xxv)
	HALC Information Corner 6 Nov
	11/11/18

	(xxvi)
	NALC Legal Topic Note 31 – General Powers
	11/11/18

	(xxvii)
	Future of Museums, Libraries and Archive Service in Herefordshire
	11/11/18

	(xxviiI)
	Email from Bill Wiggin MP with response from HC re road closures in September
	12/11/18

	(xxix)
	The Rural Services Network Bulletin
	13/11/18


ub

125/18
Dates of future meetings

(a)
Resolved: to hold meetings in 2019-20 on the following dates, all at 7.30pm:



Wednesday 15 May 2019 (Annual Meeting)



Wednesday 17 July 2019



Wednesday 18 September 2019



Wednesday 20 November 2019



Wednesday 15 January 2020



Wednesday 18 March 2020

(b)
Noted: the next scheduled meetings would be on Wednesday 16 January 2019 at 7.30pm in Risbury Village Hall, and on Wednesday 27 March 2019 in Risbury Village Hall.

126/18
Parish Council elections, 2 May 2019
(a)
Noted: The term of office of all parish councillors would end in May 2019, and ordinary elections would take place on 2 May. Information about the process for nominations would be published in March, and the Clerk would forward this to current councillors, and publicise this widely to residents. The Chairman requested councillors to confidentially let the Clerk know if they were intending to stand.
(b)
Agreed: the importance of maximum participation in the democratic process of electing councillors and therefore encouraging residents to stand for the Council. The Clerk and Chairman would prepare a piece to be publicised to residents in early 2019 explaining the important role of the Parish Council and encouraging nominations.
The meeting closed at 9.24pm.
Signed (Chairman) ..........................................
Date ...................................

DRAFT – subject to confirmation
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