Hampton Ward Newsletter: October 2018

The House of Lords Select Committee on the Rural Economy, visited the County in mid-September to meet with the Leader of the Council and the Cabinet Member for Economy and Corporate Services, along with members of the established business community to discuss and highlight the financial and infrastructure challenges being faced by rural counties, such as here in Herefordshire.

The committee heard at first-hand how the county was supporting local businesses and took this valuable opportunity to share with the select committee the council’s vision and plans for future business development in the county.

You will be aware that the council took the decision in 2017 to participate in the government’s refugee dispersal scheme and to extend our pledge to support the resettlement of 95 Syrian refugees. This decision was not popular in some quarters, but it’s clear the decision was the right one and it’s heartening to hear that these families have settled in and are being made to feel welcome in the county.

The council peer review in February highlighted the fact that our external communications should be more proactive and co-ordinated to better promote the council’s achievements and to increase awareness of its forward vision. To these ends, a new quarterly publication was launched at the end of September, headed ‘Herefordshire Now’.

This publication will provide the council with an outlet to explain its work, its achievements and future ambition. Related articles will also help explain how your council tax is spent and how the council operates in partnership with other outside organisations and local businesses.

The publication will be available digitally, via the council’s web site, along with 5,000 printed copies to be distributed throughout established community outlets, such as council offices, libraries and leisure centres. The printing of the first issue has been at a cost of £499, but advertising revenue should cover the cost of future editions.

The first ‘Parish Council Summit’ is being held on 17th October with all Parish Councillors being invited. The aim of the meeting is to improve the way we work with Parish Councils by sharing our collective knowledge and experience, to address the various challenges we all face and to identify the practical ways to better serve the residents of Herefordshire.

My Ward colleagues and I will be sent a written report following the meeting and your Parish Councils will publish the results of any decisions made during the summit, on their web sites.

You will be aware of the installation of fibre broadband cables throughout the Ward and the company laying the cables is, Complete Utilities. If you have any complaints or queries relating to the installation (but not the actual broadband service) we have been advised that the number to call is: 01452 500 995 or email: contact@completeutilities.co.uk 


Cllr Bruce Baker
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