Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior 

Group Parish Council

Council meeting, 21 November 2018
Report from the Clerk

1.
The Lamb Inn

1.1
The Review of the Asset of Community Value listing was completed on 26 October 2018 by Herefordshire Council’s Solicitor, and concluded that the decision was lawful and properly reached. A copy of the letter giving reasons for this was sent to the owner of The Lamb and was circulated to councillors by the Clerk.
1.4
The Council’s submissions to the Planning Inspectorate, opposing the appeal against refusal of the application for change-of-use to a dwelling, were made on 15 October 2018. A copy was circulated to councillors and other members of The Lamb working group.  A copy of CAMRA’s submissions, also opposing the appeal, were circulated to councillors. The outcome of the appeal is awaited.
2.
Lengthsman work
2.1
To date, £835 of the £2300 budget for minor highways maintenance has been spent, although several works orders are still outstanding.
2.2
To date £150 of the maximum £2340 budget for PROW work has been spent: works orders for strimming some paths, clearing fallen vegetation and stile repairs, is outstanding. 
2.3
A site meeting was held in Poplands Lane on 4 October with the Locality Steward and residents from the un-adopted end of the lane, concerning drainage problems. As a result of this, the Lengthsman has moved the salt-grit bin further up the lane, and has investigated whether drains are functioning; a request for the drains to be rodded or jetting has been made to Balfour Beatty.

2.4
A site meeting was held with the Lengthsman on 17 October in Risbury concerning drainage problems. The Lengthsman was requested to investigate the drains in central Risbury (from the Chapel downhill) and has reported these are blocked and need jetting: the Locality Steward has confirmed this is in hand.  The drains on School Hill are again blocked near Lowbrook, with debris blowing up the inspection cover. It has been suggested the drain could be replaced with a ditch, which would be easier to maintain (the Lengthsman has been asked to clear debris from the ditch). The Locality Steward has been asked to clear the drain.

2.5
Two new salt-grit bins have been purchased at a cost of £77 each to install near Lowbrook on School Hill in Risbury, and on the hill west of Risbury Bridge. The locations have been agreed with the Locality Steward, and the Lengthsman has been asked to install these.

2.6
Balfour Beatty are filling salt-grit bins gradually, and the Clerk will inspect all 26 bins in the parishes to check them. Those purchased by the Parish Council are the Parish Council’s responsibility to fill.

3.
Public Rights of Way – Footpaths Officer Report
3.1
Two new bridleway signposts have been installed on HU4 near Humber Court Farm and on PG11 near Marston Firs.  Another is scheduled to replace the broken signpost for SP28 near The Witsetts.

3.2
Requests have been made to Buckland Farm to keep paths clear of crops, make minor repairs to gates, and consider replacing the stile at the beginning of HU6 near Stirbridge Farm with a gate. No response has been received to four emails sent since August.
3.3
The Locality Steward has confirmed that bridges across rights-of-way are the responsibility of Herefordshire Council, and that the Lengthsman can therefore make minor repairs.  The Lengthsman has been asked to repair the plank on the bridge across Holly Brook on HU6.
3.4
Works orders the Lengthsman for strimming around some signs and stiles, and a repair to a stile on SP1 are still outstanding.

3.5
Sections of bridleway SP27 near Wickton Lane, bridleway SP28 near Brierymere, footpath SP13 near Brierymere, footpath SP10 from Wickton Lane, and footpath SP31 from Wickton Lane are difficult or impossible to use because of over-cropping. Several requests have been made by email and phone message to Bowley Court Farm’s manager to keep these routes clear of crops to the standard required, without any response or action. Following a site meeting with the Locaity Steward, the Clerk sent a formal letter of 6 November to the owner of Bowley Court Farm asking him to keep these routes clear, and the desire to avoid Herefordshire Council sending a formal enforcement notice.
3.6
Information about the Herefordshire Walking Festival in June 2019 has been received, inviting the parish to contribute a guided walk, but the Footpaths Officer has not had time to consider doing this.

4.
Highways defects and repairs

4.1
The Locality Steward is regularly inspecting all C roads, and most U roads, and identifying potholes and other defects for repair, which are being repaired within the statutory time. 
4.2
The A44 from Steen’s Bridge to The Drum was resurfaced in September, including resurfacing of the Fairmile junction. 
4.3
The Clerk chased the Transportation Department about repairing the glass in the Humber Close bus shelter, was broken in November 2016, but was informed there is currently no budget for repairing bus shelters.  The Clerk has asked Herefordshire Council to indicate what the cost of this would be, and is awaiting a response.

4.4
The verge and hedge on the C1110 at the end of the lane to Holywell Farm was damaged by a contractor removing equipment on 23 October. The Clerk contacted the new owner of the farm buildings, who is arranging for repairs to be made, and also to remove the soil and debris on the roadway arising from Complete Utilities’ works.
5.
Traffic safety issues 

5.1
A site meeting at the Fairmile junction was held on 2 October, including Cllr Baker, the Clerk, Highways, the Locality Steward, the Planning Officer and local residents and ladnowners. This resulted in agreement that a section of hedge opposite the Fairmile junction would be replaced with fencing, to improve visibility for traffic turning into Fairmile. This is to be made a condition of planning permission for a development at Pudlestone Court.  
5.2
The Council has informed Herefordshire Council that it considers that the 50mph speed limit on the A44 should be extended westwards to cover the Fairmile junction and The Drum junction, and that a lower speed limit should be imposed on the Fairmile where dwellings are concentrated.

6.
Definitive Map Modification Order applications

6.1
The Clerk has collated and summarised the documentary evidence in support of the application to designate Normans Lane as a bridleway, and sections of track/path off the road near Grovefields as a footpath to connect SP2 and SP4 with the road.  This is being submitted with the various required forms to the DMMO officer at Herefordshire Council for checking before formal submission, which will also involve the Parish Council notifying landowners and adjacent landowners of the application.
e
7.
Yoga, Pilates and Stretch pilot classes
7.1
A series of six taster classes was agreed with Ignite CIC. These were advertised by residents by email, poster and in the Parish Pump, and all places were filled. The classes started on 17 October in Risbury Village Hall, with participants paying a subsidised rate of £4.  Ignite will submit an invoice to the Parish Council for their agreed organisation costs and the subsidy, which is expected to be £192 – less than anticipated because of the reduced number of classes.
8.
Work by Complete Utilities/Gigaclear on installing fibre-cable broadband
8.1
The installation of fibre-optic broadband cable has been completed on the C1110 through Risbury, Blacksmiths Lane in Risbury, the U94011 to Marston, the C1113 (Bowley Lane) to the parish boundary, along the C1110 from Risbury as far as Wickton Lane, along the C1055 from The Heath to The Drum, along the C1112 from Steens Bridge to Stoke Prior, Normans Lane in Stoke Prior, and on the A44 at Steen’s Bridge.  Work remaining includes the rest of Stoke Prior, Wickton Lane, and – it is assumed – the C1112 to Ford.  This work is expected to be complete by the end of the year. Some privately-owned lanes (including beyond Marston) are also scheduled but are awaiting wayleave agreements. 
8.2
The Clerk has regularly visited the work teams to get updates on the works and the road-closures and delays, and has attempted to get information from the Manager and supervisors for the works. A meeting was held with the Manager and Supervisor on 8 October, when defects to the works were listed and inspected.  
8.3
The road closure through Risbury lasted from 12 September to 9 October with considerable disruption and inconvenience for residents, especially when there were overlapping road closures for resurfacing on the A44 and the A417 – the latter being the diversion route for the Gigaclear works – and an ‘emergency’ road closure by Welsh Water on Bowley Lane also on the diversion route.  Complaints about the overlapping closures were made to Highways (copied to Bill Wiggin MP), and some assurances given that this will be co-ordinated better in future.
8.4
The Clerk has been providing regular updates to residents through the email circulation list.

9.
Litter Pick 25 October 2018
9.1
The re-arranged date of Saturday 13 October was cancelled because of high winds and rain, and a new date of Saturday 27 October set. 16 volunteers participated and covered nearly all of the parishes’ roads, collecting a smaller amount of litter than last year. 
9.2
It was noted that Humber Close requires some maintenance, including emptying the litter-bins, one of which had been thrown in the brook, and repairing kerb stones, also thrown in the brook. The Clerk has contacted Stonewater Housing Association about these matters. 

10.
Light pollution
10.1
Reports from residents indicate that following last year’s meetings, Dales have slightly reduced the light spillage from their new site on the Enterprise Zone in Leominster.

10.2
 The Clerk received a complaint from a neighbour about new lighting at Priory Farm in Stoke Prior, and has contacted the owners about re-directing or limiting this.
11.
Remembrance Sunday and War Memorial
11.1
Supplies of the ‘silent soldier’ silhouettes from the Royal British Legion ran out before these could be ordered.  Those who made donations for this were contacted, most asking for the funds to be donated to the Legion anyway. As an alternative mark for Remembrance Sunday, the Chairman obtained some RBL flags, which were displayed in Risbury and Stoke Prior. The Chairman has discussed with the Clerk the idea of having some permanent memorial to those from the parishes killed in wars since 1914.
11.2
The centenary Remembrance Service for the local group of churches was held at Pudlestone on 11 November, with standing room only. A wreath from the Parish Council was laid, and later placed on the Pump in Stoke Prior. In Pudlestone church, a local volunteer had prepared a display of all those killed in the First World War for each church/parish, with names, photos and full details.  

11.3
Following conversations with the Chairman and people at the Remembrance Day service, it is proposed that the idea of having some permanent war memorial or memorials in the parish should be explored, and that a working group be appointed to include members of the Parochial Church Councils.
12.
Herefordshire Parish Council summit, 17 October

12.1
The Clerk attended the first ‘parish council summit’ at the Shire Hall on 17 October (the Chairman was prevented from attending by a work emergency). The event was very well attended, and commenced with a talk from the Leader of Herefordshire Council about the challenges facing the county and the increased role which parish councils might play in partnership with Herefordshire Council. Social challenges which local councils might be better able to address include an ageing population, with increased need for personal care and home support, and the need to combat isolation. There are also challenges around social deprivation from low wages, child poverty and obesity. Officers from Herefordshire Council gave a presentation on these issues, and the data which is available to local councils on these in their area.  The Town Clerk of Leominster also spoke about the various initiatives which both that council and his parish council, Weobley, are taking to improve residents’ lives.
13.
Retirement of Anthony Bush, Parish Liaison and Rural Services Officer

13.1
Anthony Bush, Parish Liaison and Rural Services Officer, will be retiring on 15 November. The Clerk has written to Anthony to thank him for his wide-ranging and valuable support and advice to our Council over recent years. His role is being amalgamated into a new role of Local Resources and Assets Manager, to which Phillipa Lydford has been appointed.
14.
Parish Council website and communication with residents

14.1
Herefordshire Council and Fastershire are offering free consultations to parish councils concerning their websites and communication with residents, and the Clerk took this up, being the first parish to do so. The Clerk and Chairman had a very helpful meeting with Anna Wilde, an independent consultant, on 16 October, and a report has been received from Anna with recommendations for improving the website, making it GDPR-compliant, and using MailChimp for circulating information to residents (which is now being done). 
14.2
Considerable work to update and tidy the website is still required. Also, the Clerk feels the need for training in using WordPress for website design and maintenance.

Philip Brown
Clerk to the Council
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