Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior
Group Parish Council


Minutes of the meeting of the Group Parish Council held on 
Wednesday 14 March 2018 at 7.30pm in Risbury Village Hall 

Present:
Cllr Alan Bathurst
Cllr Ken Bemand



Cllr Hugh Fowler-Wright
Cllr Mike Hubbard



Cllr William Jackson (Chairman)
Cllr Janette Rowlatt



Cllr Gill Stovold
Cllr Richard Thomas (from minute 30/18)



Cllr Rodney Thompson
Cllr Zoe White
Officer in attendance:
Mr Philip Brown (Clerk)

With:
District Cllr Bruce Baker (to Minute 33/18)


And:
4 members of the public
26/18
Apologies for absence


Received: apologies for absence from Cllr Steph Wilson.
27/18
Declaration of interests and dispensations

(a)
Noted: A declaration of a disclosable pecuniary interest from Cllr Hugh Fowler-Wright, as the applicant for Planning Application 180282 (see Minute 34/18).

(b)
No applications for dispensations under Standing Order 25 were made.

28/18
Minutes of` the last meeting

Resolved: to approve the minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 31 January 2018.

29/18
Matters for report arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.


None.


30/18
Chairman’s announcements

(a)
Noted: that PCSO Steph Annette was leaving the area for another post after many years serving our parishes. It was agreed that the Chairman would write to thank Steph for her excellent service.
(b)
Noted: the ‘Weeping Window’ poppies display was at Hereford Cathedral until 29 April, and residents were encouraged to visit it.

31/18
Public participation


There were no general matters raised by members of the public present.
32/18
Clerk’s report

(a)
Received: a report from the Clerk (Minutes Annexe 32/18).
(b)
Noted: an oral report on the severe weather in early March, activation of the parishes’ Emergency Plan for some incidents, and drainage and pothole problems arising from the bad weather.
33/18
District Councillor’s report

(a)
Received: District Councillor Baker’s reports for February and March 2018 (Minutes Annexe 33/18).

(b)
Noted: an oral update from Cllr Baker on:

· The response from Balfour Beatty and other contractors and volunteers to the recent severe weather.

· Possible interest by the Leominster Civic Society in the suggested blue plaque at The Old Rectory.

· Herefordshire Council’s new Leader, Cllr Jonathan Lester.

· CPSO Steph Annette moving to a new area, and the community’s thanks to her.

· An accident involving a school bus in the parish, and resultant changes made to the bus route.

· An AA report on the state of the UK’s roads: Herefordshire was not in the bottom 10 counties.

· Suggested ward meetings between Balfour Beatty and parish councils.

· The consultation on the route of the western Hereford by-pass.

· The Weeping Window poppies display at Hereford Cathedral.

· Herefordshire’s membership of the regional strategic ‘Midlands Engine’ economic group.

· Removal of government grants to principal councils from 2019, and arrangements for business rates.

· In response to a query raised in January concerning the waste incinerator/power plant: profits did not come to Herefordshire Council, but significant savings were made by reducing waste going to landfill.
· Funds from the sale of tenant farms were still intended to be ear-marked for a specific purpose.

34/18
Planning application 180282: Cider Mill, Humber – proposed erection of an ancillary domestic building within the residential curtilage

(a)
Cllr Hugh Fowler-Wright left the meeting room for the duration of this item.

(b)
Received: the application (circulated 14 February 2018).

(c)
Noted: three letters of support from neighbours.

(d)
There were no comments from members of the public present.

(e)
Resolved: to submit the following comments to Herefordshire Council: The Council supports the application, provided that the colour and style of finishes to the doors, windows, roof and walls are sympathetic to the surrounding buildings. The Council notes that all the immediately adjoining neighbours have indicated that they have no concerns or objections.  
35/18
Planning Application 180599: Methodist Chapel, Risbury – variation of condition 2 of planning permission 171800 (conversion of church into a 2 bed residential dwelling) – alterations to rooflights

(a)
Received: the application (circulated 27 February 2018).

Noted: the application was made following refusal of the changes as a non-material amendment.

(b)
Noted: no comments had been received in advance of the meeting.

(c)
Noted: oral comments from the applicant, including that the concerns about overlooking neighbours had been addressed by provision of a plan showing a reduced field-of-view from the new rooflights.

(d)
Resolved: to submit the following comments to Herefordshire Council: The Council supports the application, noting that the increase in rooflights are required to meet fire safety regulations and to provide additional light to the living areas. The rooflights are considered to be of a sympathetic design, and are preferable to adding rooflights to the front of the property as this will retain the original front elevation of the chapel.  The Council noted that neighbours had objected to the earlier application for a non-material amendment for the additional rooflights because of being overlooked from the converted chapel. However, the Council also noted the additional document provided with this application which showed that the new rooflights arrangement will reduce the field of view from the first floor of the chapel, and considered that this mitigated the impact on the neighbouring property.
36/18
The Lamb Inn
(a)
Noted: the Clerk’s Report, section 1, and an oral update that an indicative date for the ACV decision had been given as the end of March, so the formal letter of complaint had not been sent. However, the process of deciding an ACV application was neither transparent nor efficient.
(b)
Received: recommendations from the Lamb Working Group (Minutes Annexe 36/18) that it would be in the community’s interests for the Parish Council to try to purchase The Lamb site to safeguard the community asset in perpetuity, with a vision of developing the site as ‘more than a pub’ with additional community facilities.
(c)
Noted in discussion: 

(i) Stoke Prior Village Hall Committee had met to consider the future of the hall, and had agreed to support the vision in the Working Group’s report of a possible future re-location within the curtilage of the site of The Lamb, should this site become available. The Committee considered there was no other viable site for re-location, but there were still issues of the site-layout, car-parking, and how co-location with a pub business would work. 

(ii) The planning application for change-of-use of The Lamb had been refused, as the pub had not been marketed for sale. There were no indications at present that the owner intended to try to sell. The pub signs had been taken down between 1-5 March 2018 but planning officers did not consider that this contravened any planning regulations. 

(iii) It was intended that the proposals and vision for the site would be presented to all residents at the Annual Parish Meetings in early May, when residents would be able to give their views, including any possible impact on neighbours of any development on the site.

(d)
Resolved:

(i) to support in principle the vision of the community trying to acquire The Lamb through the mechanism of purchase by the Parish Council, and development of the site as a wider community facility.

(ii) to write to the owner of The Lamb expressing the Council’s interest in purchasing the site.


(iii) to undertake a public consultation on the vision at the Annual Parish Meetings in May.

37/18
Planning applications update


Noted: updates on current planning applications:


174559/PA4: The Witsets, Stoke Prior – Proposed change of use of an agricultural building (Witsets Dairy) to a dwellinghouse


Permission was granted on 30 January 2018. 


174337: Woodwinds, Stoke Prior – Proposed installation of storage tank for calor or similar gas


Permission was granted on 31 January 2018.

180047: Methodist Chapel, Risbury – non material amendment to 171800: increase rooflights


Approval was refused on 1 February 2018 as the changes were deemed to be material amendments.


180505/XA2: Land at Field Stud Farm, Poplands Lane, Risbury – approval of details for planning permission 163322 [materials and drainage]


Conditions were discharged on 8 February 2018.


174727: The Sheiling, 3-4 Marston Cottages, Risbury – Proposed change of use from an existing single dwelling into two dwellings

Permission was granted on 14 February 2018.

175653: Lamb Inn, Stoke Prior – Proposed change of use from public house to 4-bedroom dwelling


Permission was refused on 16 February 2018.

38/18
Road safety matters

(a)
Noted: concerns raised by residents in Fairmile, Bowley Lane and Risbury concerning road safety (see Clerk’s Report section 2).
(b)
Noted in discussion: there were three issues: the routing of a large school-bus, which Cllr Baker had addressed at least temporarily; general traffic levels and speeds on the parishes’ roads; and provision of additional grit-bins. Discussions with police and Balfour Beatty had already been held concerning traffic and speeding, and the roads would not meet the criteria for speed restrictions, but ideas about warning signage or other measures had been proposed. Additional grit-bins could be purchased by the Parish Council, with appropriate permissions. (It was also noted that there were no liability issues for residents who used grit from public bins safely and sensibly.)
(c)
Resolved: that the Council seek permission for installing 2 or 3 additional grit-bins at suggested locations, and purchase these from the equipment budget.

39/18
Dogs on private land and public rights-of-way

(a)
Noted: concerns raised by a resident in Risbury (see Clerk’s Report section 3).
(b)
Noted in discussion: the proposed Public Spaces Protection Order (Dogs) covered all of the concerns, so landowners could place notices explaining the rules and requesting that dog-owners comply with these. The Council could also place notices about dogs on PROW signs. It was agreed that the Clerk would check the status of the PSPO and publicise the rules about dogs in the Parish Pump.
40/18
‘Stop the Drop’ Litter Pledge

(a)
Noted: the Clerk’s Report section 4.

(b)
Resolved: to sign up to Herefordshire Council’s ‘Stop the Drop’ litter pledge to: Undertake at least two litter-picks in the community each year; and raise awareness of these, and display this pledge publicly.

41/18
427 Club minibus service


Noted: the Clerk’s Report, section 5.

42/18
General Financial Matters

(a)
Received: an update report from the RFO (Minutes Annexe 42/18).

(b)
Resolved: to appoint HALC as Internal Auditors for 2017-18.

(c)
Resolved: that the Council pay the Clerk’s SLCC and ALCC subscriptions.

(d)
Resolved: to authorise payments as detailed and signed-off in the RFO report section 4.

43/18
Lengthsman contract and appointment of Lengthsman for 2018-19
(a)
Resolved: to renew membership of the Lengthsman and Parish Paths Partnership scheme in 2018-19. 

(b)
Resolved: to re-appoint DC Gardening Services Ltd as Lengthsman contractor 2018-19.

44/18
Managing the Parish Council’s work: clerk and councillor roles


Noted: an oral report from the Chairman on the increasing complexity, scope and extent of the Clerk’s work, and the appreciation of the Council for the work which the Clerk does beyond his contract. Proposals would be brought to a future meeting for supporting the Clerk, including a possible deputy or assistant, and more active roles for councillors in some areas.
45/18
Consultations

(a)
Hereford by-pass consultation

The Council did not propose any response to the consultation. 
(b)
Proposal for creation of a Major Roads Network consultation (including A44 east of Leominster)


The Council did not propose any response to the consultation. 
(c)
River Lugg Drainage Board Bye-law consultation

The Council did not propose any response to the consultation. 
46/18
Matters for information and future business
(a)
Noted: circulars and correspondence sent to the Council, and circulated on date shown to councillors: 

	(i)
	Rural Hub newsletter Feb 2018
	01/02/18

	(ii)
	HALC Information Corner 5 Feb
	06/02/18

	(iii)
	LTN01-18 Financial Assistance to the Church
	06/02/18

	(iv)
	Herefordshire Healthwatch e-bulletin
	06/02/18

	(v)
	Grants for war memorials
	14/02/18

	(vi)
	Statement from HC re roads conditions and surveying
	14/02/18

	(vii)
	Email from Cllr Baker re road repairs in 1922
	19/02/18

	(viiii)
	Bodenham Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 16 consultation update
	19/02/18

	(ix)
	Velocity Patcher repairs to roads
	22/02/18

	(x)
	BBLP parishes briefing March 2018
	22/02/18

	(xi)
	Rural Hub newlsetter Mar 2018
	28/02/18

	(xii)
	Email from Cllr A Johnstone re roads condition
	28/02/18

	(xiii)
	HALC Information Corner 4 March
	11/03/18

	(xiv)
	NALC GDPR Toolkit for parish councils
	11/03/18

	(xv)
	Herefordshire Travellers Sites Development Plan submission for examination
	11/03/18

	(xvi)
	Last report of Cllr A Johnson as Leader of Herefordshire Council 
	11/03/18

	(xvii)
	Herefordshire parish precepts 2018-19
	12/03/18

	(xviii)
	Email requesting financial support from individual councillors towards personal costs of a judicial review
	14/03/18


ub

47/18
Dates of future meetings

(a)
Noted: the next scheduled meeting would be the Annual Meeting on Wednesday 16 May 2018 at 7.30pm in Risbury Village Hall.

(b)
Noted: the dates of future meetings (all at 7.30pm): Wednesday 18 July 2018;  Wednesday 19 September 2018; Wednesday 21 November 2018; Wednesday 16 January 2019; Wednesday 20 March 2019.

The meeting closed at 9.45pm.
Signed (Chairman) ..........................................
Date ...................................
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