Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior
Group Parish Council


Minutes of the Meeting of the Group Parish Council held on 
Wednesday 17 January 2018 at 7.30pm in Risbury Village Hall 

Present:
Cllr Alan Bathurst
Cllr Kenneth Bemand



Cllr Hugh Fowler-Wright
Cllr Mike Hubbard



Cllr William Jackson (Chairman)
Cllr Janette Rowlatt



Cllr Gill Stovold
Cllr Richard Thomas


Cllr Rodney Thompson
Cllr Steph Wilson



Cllr Zoe White
Officer in attendance:
Mr Philip Brown (Clerk)

With:
District Cllr Bruce Baker (to Minute 09/18)


And:
1 member of the public
01/18
Apologies for absence


None.
02/18
Declaration of interests and dispensations

(a)
No declarations of interest were made.

(b)
No applications for dispensations under Standing Order 25 were made.

03/18
Minutes of` the last meeting

Resolved: to approve the minutes of the Meeting held on 15 November 2017.

04/18
Matters for report arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.


None.


05/18
Chairman’s announcements


None.
06/18
Public participation


No matters or comments were raised.
07/18
Clerk’s report

(a)
Received: a report from the Clerk (Minutes Annexe 07/18a) covering: The Lamb Inn, General Data Protection Regulation update, Definitive Map Modification Orders applications progress, Lengthsman work and ditches/drains, Highway defects and repairs, Welsh Water road closure in Risbury, Light pollution from Dales in Leominster, Road safety on A44, ‘Taster Day’ for creative and physical activities on 19 February 2018.

(b)
Noted: The drain problem at the bottom of School Hill had once again been reported to Balfour Beatty, together with a request for something to be done about the dangerous drain covers/housings there. Potholes in Blacksmiths Lane & Wood Lane and Wickton Lane had also been reported.
08/18
District Councillor’s report

(a)
Received: District Councillor Baker’s reports for December 2017 and January 2018 (Minutes Annexe 08/18).
(b)
Noted: an oral update from Cllr Baker:
· He had met our new Balfour Beatty Locality Steward, who had three wards to look after and so had a heavy workload with many road defects arising in winter. All but the most serious pothole repairs would be made once winter had finished.
· The General Scrutiny Committee would meet on 29 January to monitor Balfour Beatty’s performance. He would raise the clearance of snow and gritting in remote rural parishes.

· Herefordshire Council was due to receive £9m from Amey as a result of a court case concerning Amey’s performance as public realm contractors to 2013.

· Herefordshire Council would be raising Council Tax by 4.9% in 2018; 3% of this was specifically for adult & social care. Government grant arrangements were being reviewed as Herefordshire would now only keep 75% of business rates.

· Roads not serving Hereford itself, such as the A44 and A417, had not yet benefited from grants for re-surfacing, but this was expected to be the next target for grant applications.
· New parking charges in Hereford were, rightly, to be reviewed.

· £27m had been raised from the sale of Herefordshire’s small farms, and the leader of the Council wanted it used for a specific purpose. Cllr Baker invited ideas.
· Halo Leisure were now responsible for managing all Council-owned leisure facilities.

· The energy-from-waste facility at Hartlebury was removing large amounts of general waste going to landfill.
Noted, in answer to questions from councillors and the public: (i) Cllr Baker would look into exactly what waste was burnt at Hartlebury and whether it was raising revenue for the county; (ii) Utilities contractors were responsible for the quality of road repairs following any works for up to two years – parishes should report any defective repairs to Herefordshire Council.
09/18
The Lamb Inn
(a)
Noted: the Clerk’s Report, section 1.
(b)
Noted: following the well-attended public meeting on 14 December 2017, the Working Group met on 16 January 2018 to look at ways forward for possibly acquiring and developing the site as a community hub as well as a pub/restaurant. Advice and assistance from other communities was being sought, and a further meeting would be held.
(c)
Noted: the application for listing as an Asset of Community Value was submitted on 19 November 2017 and further information supplied on 28 November 2017. This had now been acknowledged, but there was no information on progress in processing the application. Cllr Baker had enquired, and believed there was a large backlog of work in the relevant department.

(d)
Noted: A planning application had been notified to the Council on 15 January 2018 for change-of-use of The Lamb to a four-bedroom dwelling (174653).  This had been circulated to councillors and would be considered by the Council at an Extraordinary Meeting on 31 January 2018.  The application was open to public comments until 15 February, and residents were encouraged to submit their own comments to the Planning Authority, as well as to the Parish Council.
(e)
Noted: Cllr Baker had met with the owner of The Lamb concerning the closure of the pub.

10/18
Planning applications


Noted: updates on current planning applications:


173532: Leominster Golf Club – proposed installation of log burner with flue


The application was granted with standard conditions on 22 November 2017.


174559/PA4: The Witsets, Stoke Prior – Proposed change of use of an agricultural building (Witsets Dairy) to a dwellinghouse


The application was circulated to councillors on 28 December 2017. As an application for prior approval determination of change-of-use, it is not open for standard public consultation. 


174337: Woodwinds, Stoke Prior – Proposed installation of storage tank for calor or similar gas


The application was circulated to councillors on 28 December 2017. Notices were posted on 29 December that the Parish Council did not intend to convene a meeting or submit comments for this application.

174734/PA7: Stirbridge Farm, Poplands Lane, Risbury – Steel portal framed agricultural building (permitted development notification)


The application was circulated to councillors on 30 December 2017


174727: The Sheiling, Marston Cottages, Marston – proposed change of use from 1 dwelling to 2 dwellings


The application would be considered at the Extraordinary Council meeting on 31 January 2018.


174653: The Lamb Inn, Stoke Prior – proposed change of use from licensed premises to 4-bedroom dwelling


The application would be considered at the Extraordinary Council meeting on 31 January 2018.


180047/AM: Methodist Chapel, Risbury – non-material amendment to permission 171800 (increase in number of proposed roof lights)


The application was circulated to councillors on 16 January 2018. As an application for a non-material amendment, the Parish Council did not intend to convene a meeting or submit comments for this application.
11/18
General Financial Matters

(a)
Received: an updated report from the RFO (Minutes Annexe 11/18).
(b)
Resolved: to approve the authorisation of payments as detailed in the RFO report section 5.

12/18
Transparency Code grant application 

(a)
Reported: the Council was eligible to apply through HALC for a government grant to meet the requirements of the Local Government Transparency Code by purchasing a computer and software for the Clerk, as the Council did not own its own equipment.
(b)
Resolved: to apply up to the maximum permitted for a suitable computer/laptop and required software.
13/18
Matters for information and future business
(a)
Noted: circulars sent to the Council, and circulated to councillors by email: 

(i) 
Bodenham Neighbourhood Development Plan Reg.16 consultation (circulated 23/11/17);

(ii)
Hope Neighbourhood Development Plan Reg.16 consultation (circulated 23/11/17);

(iii)
Rural Hub Newsletter Dec 2017 (circulated 4/12/17);

(iv)
CPRE Fieldwork magazine (circulated 8/12/17);

(v)
Neighbourhood Watch alert on farmers’ grants fraud (circulated 8/12/17);

(vi)
BBLP parishes briefing presentation notes (circulated 11/12/17);

(vii)
Lottery grants awarded in Herefordshire in 2017 (circulated 14/12/17);

(viii)
Herefordshire Neighbourhood Planning Newsletter 16 (circulated 21/12/17);

(ix)
Rural Hub Newsletter Jan 2018 (circulated 21/12/17);

(x)
Herefordshire Healthwatch ebulletin (circulated 15/01/18);

(xi)
Guidance on responding to licensing applications (circulated 15/01/18);

(xii)
Herefordshire Archives Records Centre newsletter and courses (circulated 15/01/18);
(xiii)
CPRE email re future roadbuilding consultations (circulated 15/01/18);
(xiv)
‘A Brave Face’ production on 26 March (circulated 15/01/18);
(xv)
Brain tumour research (circulated 15/01/18);
(xvi)
Herefordshire Community Champions nominations (circulated 15/01/18).

ub

14/18
Dates of future meetings

(a)
Noted: an Extraordinary Meeting will be held on Wednesday 31 January 2018 at 7.30pm in Stoke Prior Village Hall.

(b)
Noted: the next ordinary meeting will be on Wednesday 14 March 2018 at 7.30pm in Risbury Village Hall.

(c)
Noted: the dates of future meetings (all at 7.30pm): Wednesday 16 May 2018 (Annual Meeting); Wednesday 18 July 2018;  Wednesday 19 September 2018; Wednesday 21 November 2018; Wednesday 16 January 2019; Wednesday 20 March 2019.

The meeting closed at 8.42pm.
Signed (Chairman) ..........................................
Date ...................................
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