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Humber, Ford and Stoke Prior
Neighbourhood Development Plan





A Letter from the Parish Council Chairman to all of our Group Parish Residents

Dear fellow member of the Group Parish,

We have now reached the next stage of putting together plans for the future of our Group Parish.  We are asking every resident (16 years and upward) to have their say on this future by completing the attached questionnaire.

There are in fact two questionnaires, the main one and a much smaller one which I will come to later in my letter. The main questionnaire has 40 questions divided under eight headings:

1.
Your background
2.
Our Local Community

3.
Our Facilities
4.
Your Concerns

5.
Our Roads, Footpaths & Transport
6.
Our Future Housing

7.
Our Businesses
8.
Our Environment
Some questions include a range of topics on which you are asked to comment, within that one question.  If you are really unsure what you feel about one of the topics, please leave the line blank and just move on to the next topic.  
The Your Community; Your Future meetings held between 9-12 April were very well attended.  As you may have read in The Pump, 251 residents attended (nearly 40% of the Group Parish) writing over 600 comments posted on the different boards and placing over 500 flags on the large scale maps provided.  We have included in the questionnaire as many as possible of the main topics raised at these events.

We have a team of 25 volunteers who are between them visiting every household in the Group Parish with the questionnaires.  They will collect the completed ones between 21 and 30 May 2014 ready to hand them over for independent analysis on 2 June.   Your responses will be analysed on our behalf by an independent company, Data Orchard.  Forgive me for underlining again that every person’s views on the future of our Group Parish are equally important, so everyone over 16 in your household will have their own copy of the questionnaire to fill in.  We are aiming to get as close as we can to a 100% return on the questionnaire.

Overleaf is a brief outline of what happens to all the questionnaire responses and how they will be used to form the Draft Neighbourhood Development Plan.

The second (short) questionnaire mentioned above is also an important document.  It is the first ever complete survey of all the land in the Group Parish which might (possibly, one day) be considered for some kind of future development.  Please see the notes at the start of the survey form.  This one does need your name and address filling in.  If it is relevant to you, please put it in the smaller envelope, seal it and hand it in with the other envelope. 

Several questions in the main questionnaire give you the option of a “free response” answer.  We recommend you to have a quick look through it before starting, to save you commenting on a topic which is coming up later in the questionnaire.

If you have any questions about the questionnaires please do contact me. 
Yours,
William Jackson

Chairman

Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior Group Parish Council

(
07966 178884


email
chairman@hfspgroup.org.uk HYPERLINK "mailto:" 


WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
The completed questionnaires in their sealed envelopes are handed over to Data Orchard for independent analysis.  Data Orchard will write a Report summarising the main findings and this will be available to read on the Parish website. In July there are likely to be further public meetings to discuss the Report.

On the basis of this Report the Steering Committee will begin to put together our Neighbourhood Development Plan* for the future.  This Draft Plan will be written with the help of a professional planning consultant, probably in September/October 2014.

There will then be a further statutory consultation period for all residents, with events and copies of the draft Plan available. It is planned that a copy of the Draft Plan will go to every household.  This is a further opportunity for residents to have their say before the Plan goes to an Independent Examiner for final examination in early 2015.  The Examiner may recommend modifications, but decides whether the Plan meets the various requirements to go to referendum.
At the Referendum (probably Spring 2015) all electors in the Group Parish vote on the Plan. This is a formal poll organised by Herefordshire Council, with polling stations in the village halls. If more than half of those voting support the Plan it will be adopted in its entirety by Herefordshire Council.

Once adopted our Neighbourhood Development Plan effectively becomes part of planning law and must be given prime consideration in all future planning matters and planning applications.

* Our Plan must follow the guidelines of Herefordshire’s emerging “Core Strategy”.  All villages in the County classed ‘RA1’ taken together are expected to grow over the next 20 years or so by an average of about 15%.  In our Group Parish Risbury & Stoke Prior are designated as RA1 villages.  Steens Bridge is classed as RA2 and may see a small level of growth.

For further information please go to the Group Parish website:

www.hfspgroup.org.uk
or 
www.hfandsp.org.uk
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