 Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior 

Group Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of the 
Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Committee
 held on Wednesday 4 February 2015 at 7.30pm in Risbury Village Hall
Present:
Cllr William Jackson (WJ) (Chairman)
Hugh Fowler Wright (HFW)


Cllr Ken Bemand (KB)
Cllr Alan Bathurst (AB)

Cllr Steph Wilson (SW)
Mike KImbery (MK)

With:
Philip Brown (Clerk) (PB)
	Minute

	Topic
	Action

	NDP/191
	Apologies for Absence 
Received and accepted: Apologies from Iain Cholerton (IC), Peter Stovold (PS), Peter Lefroy-Owen (PLO).
	

	NDP/192
	Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
	

	(a)
	There were no declarations of interest concerning the business of the meeting.
	

	(b)
	There were no applications for dispensations under Standing Order 25(d).
	

	NDP/193
	Minutes of last meeting

Resolved: to approve the minutes of 12 January 2015.
	

	NDP/194
	Matters arising from the minutes (not covered elsewhere)
	

	(a)
	Reported: The draft Plan (v.3.3) was received by Council on 21 January 2015, and Council approved proceeding with the Regulation 14 consultation on this draft as soon as possible. Under the purdah rules for publicity preceding elections, Councils had been advised that no NDP consultation should run between 2 April and 7 May 2015. Updated advice since the Council meeting had been received, which was now advised to be 30 March to 7 May 2015, and it was up to Councils to decide whether undertaking a consultation in this period would be locally politically sensitive, given who may stand for the elections.
	

	(b)
	Noted: The advice of the Clerk that it would be wise to avoid the purdah period for the Regulation 14 consultation, as agreed by Council on 21 January, but that if this were re-considered it was beyond the remit of the Committee as a matter concerning elections and governance rather than the NDP itself.  Avoidance of the purdah period would require the consultation to commence before 16 February. 
	

	NDP/195
	Public Participation

No members of the public were present.
	

	NDP/196
	Chairman’s comments and report

None. 
	

	NDP/197
	Pre-submission (Regulation 14) Consultation (Project Stage 5)
	

	(a)
	Reported: comments had been received on the draft version 3.3 from Karla Johnson at the NP Team, concerned about the clarity and enforceability of the ‘stop-lines’ policies for Stoke Prior and Risbury. Advice from Bill Bloxsome was that this was a previously-widely used policy tool appropriate for villages where a continuous settlement boundary was not appropriate, and he had spoken to Kevin Singleton and Sam Banks (head of NPT) about this, and proposed describing the lines as the ‘edge of settlement’ to satisfy the NPT’s concerns. However, in a phone call to the Clerk earlier in the day Karla Johnson had repeated her concerns about this. Subsequent phone calls and emails about this had suggested replacing the ‘edge-of-settlement lines’ with continuous frontage-lines between the proposed edges-of-settlement, but the acceptability, pros and cons of this approach had not been fully and properly considered.
	

	(b)
	Reported: Karla Johnson also had concerns about the vagueness of policy HFSP16(b) about retaining unspecified views, which the Committee accepted. Her advice was that any specific views would have to be justified by a Landscape Assessment. 
	

	(c)
	Agreed: In view of the need to clarify the concerns and advice of the NP Team about how to define the proposed policy for the location of new housing in the villages before committing to this in a public consultation document, and in view of the need to discuss further HFSP16(b), the Regulation 14 Consultation should be postponed, until after the pre-election purdah period and the new Council taking office.  
	

	(d)
	Agreed: A meeting should be arranged urgently between Sam Banks, Karla Johnson, Bill Bloxsome, the Chairman and the Clerk. 
	PB

	(e)
	Received and agreed: A draft plan for the Regulation 14 Consultation process (Annexe NDP197e), but deferred by 3 months, with the aim of commencing the Consultation on 14 May 2015.
	

	(f)
	Received: three quotes for printing 350 copies of the draft Plan to the same specification: £1900 + VAT from ABC Print; £1671 from Orphans Press; £1137 from PrintPlus. PrintPlus had also quoted, on request, £1100 for 300 copies (Annexe NDP197f). 

Noted: the original budget (for a shorter document) had been £700, and a similar budget was needed for the final pre-referendum Plan. However, £1900 remained unspent from the Lottery award printing budget, and £545 unspent for the website, which could probably be vired to the printing budget.
Resolved: to accept the quote of £1137 from PrintPlus for printing 350 copies in May 2015.
	HFW

	(g)
	Agreed: other details of the Consultation (photographs, consultation response sheet, the Consultation meeting) would be considered at future meetings.
	

	NDP/198
	Matters for information or future business

None.
	

	NDP/199
	Meeting dates
Agreed: The next meeting would provisionally be held on Thursday 19 February 2015, dependent on whether the meeting with the NP Team could be scheduled before then.
	PB

	
	The meeting closed at 8.55pm.
	


Signed ................................... (Chairman)
Date ...........................
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