 Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior 

Group Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of the 
Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Committee
 held on Monday 27 April 2015 at 7.30pm in Stoke Prior Village Hall
Present:
Cllr William Jackson (WJ) (Chairman)
Hugh Fowler Wright (HFW)


Cllr Ken Bemand (KB)
Cllr Peter Lefroy-Owen (PLO)

Cllr Steph Wilson (SW)
Cllr Alan Bathurst (AB)
With:
Philip Brown (Clerk) (PB)

and Bill Bloxsome (BB) (from minute NDP/217d)
	Minute

	Topic
	Action

	NDP/211
	Apologies for Absence 
Received and accepted: Apologies from Iain Cholerton (IC) and Mike Kimbery (MK).
	

	NDP/212
	Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
	

	(a)
	There were no declarations of interest concerning the business of the meeting.
	

	(b)
	There were no applications for dispensations under Standing Order 25(d).
	

	NDP/213
	Minutes of last meeting

Resolved: to approve the minutes of 23 March 2015.
	

	NDP/214
	Matters arising from the minutes (not covered elsewhere)
	

	(a)
	Budget and funding (minute NDP/206)

Reported: that approval has been given for all of the remaining Lottery Award funds (£2600) to be spent on printing the consultation draft Plan and pre-referendum plan, and for an extension of the grant period to 18 September 2015.
	

	NDP/215
	Public Participation

No members of the public were present.
	

	NDP/216
	Chairman’s comments and report

None.
	

	NDP/217
	Modifications to Herefordshire Core Strategy
	

	(a)
	Received:
(i) An update on the modifications to the Core Strategy dated 9 April 2015 (circulated 10/04/15);

(ii) Comments on the modifications submitted by Data Orchard Ltd on behalf of client parish councils, agreed by the Chairman and Clerk (circulated 10/04/15).
	

	(b)
	Received: a report from the Chairman on a meeting held on 24 April with BB, other parishes and Samantha Banks of the NP Team to clarify the implications of the proposed Core Strategy modifications to our NDP: 
· The Core Strategy does not have (as before) any specific housing growth targets for named villages, and the percentage growth figure is a guide to development.

· Although the percentage growth should now be based on all houses in the parish, development throughout the parish could be counted against the resulting indicative growth target, as could houses with extant permission which had not yet been built.

· We would, however, have to clearly identify policies for growth outside of the main named settlements identified as the focus for growth (Stoke Prior, Risbury, Steens Bridge) and could provide evidence of likely windfall development (rural exception housing including barn conversions, exceptional designs, agricultural housing, small affordable housing schemes).

· If our policies would result in fewer new houses than the indicative target then this would be acceptable providing this was supported by clear evidence underpinning the policies, and those policies were in general compliance with the core strategy; the fact that nearby parishes were likely to exceed their indicative target (eg Bodenham) might also support this.


	

	(c)
	Received: emails between the Clerk and Samantha Banks clarifying the new indicative housing growth targets for our NDP: based on 288 households (2011 baseline data) the 15% target would be 43 new homes, less the 6 houses already with permission but unbuilt in Stoke Prior – 37 new homes by 2031.
NDPs would have to “allocate land or otherwise demonstrate delivery” of new houses, with the level of growth “achievable subject to local and environmental constraints”. “This can be achieved by providing local evidence of suitable land availability, historic windfall rates and specific allocations”.

“The focus of new development should be within or adjacent to the main settlements” (policy RA2), and the Core Strategy suggests “that settlement boundaries are drawn to define those areas subject to RA2 and other areas which fall under Policy RA3 (open countryside).” “Windfall development includes non-allocated development that may come forward both within and outside settlement boundaries.”
	

	(d)
	Noted in discussion: 
· It was not necessary to specify actual target numbers in our Plan’s policies, provided that there was evidence justifying the policies and evidence of what level of growth the policies would probably deliver (including windfalls).
· A list of farmsteads, barns and historic windfall development should be obtained from the NPT to inform assumptions about future windfall.

· As growth throughout the parishes could contribute to the indicative target, the level of growth within the villages would probably not be much greater than the targets indicated in the earlier draft Plan.

· The Core Strategy preferred NDPs to define 360( settlement boundaries, but we could continue with the proposed frontage limits on the roads if we could clearly define in the policies for RA2 settlements exactly where those policies applied and where RA3 policies applied. It might still be possible to draw settlement boundaries.

· Tight policies would still be needed to define protected views/green spaces.
	

	(e)
	Agreed: that the Clerk should attempt to re-draft relevant sections of the NDP in line with the above information and discussion, for circulation in advance of the next meeting of the Steering Committee.
	PB drafting

	NDP/218
	Village Walks
	

	(a)
	Received: a report (Minutes Annexe NDP218) of the walk around Stoke Prior held on 4 April 2015.
	

	(b)
	Agreed: that a similar walk around Risbury should be held on Tuesday 5 May at 6.30pm (meeting at Risbury Village Hall).
	PB circulate 

	NDP/219
	Matters for information or future business

Noted: the NPT considered that it was likely that the Core Strategy, with the proposed modifications, would be adopted by Herefordshire Council by July or September 2015, and therefore parishes should aim to be ready to submit their NDPs as soon as possible thereafter.
	

	NDP/220
	Meeting dates
Agreed: The next meeting would be on Monday 25 May 2015 at 7.30pm.
	PB arrange

	
	The meeting closed at 9.00pm.
	


Signed ................................... (Chairman)
Date ...........................
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