  Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior 

Group Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of the 
Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Committee
 held on Monday 25 May 2015 at 7.30pm in Risbury Village Hall
Present:
Cllr Hugh Fowler Wright (HFW) (in the chair)


Cllr Ken Bemand (KB)
Peter Lefroy-Owen (PLO)


Cllr Alan Bathurst (AB)
Mike Kimbery (MK)

With:
Philip Brown (Clerk) (PB)

and Bill Bloxsome (BB)
	Minute

	Topic
	Action

	NDP/221
	Membership
	

	(a)
	Reported: that at its Annual Meeting the Council re-appointed members to the Committee: Cllr Will Jackson (ex-officio as Chairman), Cllr Hugh Fowler-Wright (ex-officio as vice-Chairman), Cllr Alan Bathurst, Cllr Ken Bemand, Cllr Steph Wilson, Peter Lefroy-Owen, Peter Stovold, Mike Kimbery, Iain Cholerton.
	

	(b)

	Reported: that Iain Cholerton had resigned from the Committee because of other commitments.
Agreed: Not to seek a replacement for IC because of the advanced stage of the project.
	

	NDP/222
	Election of Chairman and vice-Chairman

Resolved: to elect Cllr Will Jackson as Chair of the Committee and Cllr Hugh Fowler-Wright as vice-Chair of the Committee for the period until the next Annual Meeting of the Council.
	

	NDP/223
	Apologies for Absence 
Received and accepted: Apologies from Cllrs Will Jackson and Steph Wilson.
	

	NDP/224
	Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
	

	(a)
	There were no declarations of interest concerning the business of the meeting.
	

	(b)
	There were no applications for dispensations under Standing Order 25(d).
	

	NDP/225
	Minutes of last meeting

Resolved: to approve the minutes of 27 April 2015.
	

	NDP/226
	Matters arising from the minutes (not covered elsewhere)
	

	
	None.
	

	NDP/227
	Public Participation

No members of the public were present.
	

	NDP/228
	Chairman’s comments and report

None.
	

	NDP/229
	Modifications to Herefordshire Core Strategy
	

	(a)
	Received:

(i) Notes of the meeting attended by Cllr Will Jackson on 24 April 2015;

(ii) Formal comments on the modifications submitted by Data Orchard Ltd on behalf of client parish councils (Minutes Annexe NDP 229).
	

	(b)
	Noted: members of the Committee had been circulated, and discussed by email, the idea of adopting settlement boundaries for Risbury and Stoke Prior, and this proposed policy was included in the revised draft Plan.

	

	NDP/230
	Village Walks
	

	(a)
	Received: a report (Minutes Annexe NDP/230) of the walk around Risbury held on 5 May 2015.
	

	(b)
	Noted in discussion: 
The walk had informed the re-drafting of version 5.0 of the Plan. The policy for Risbury should be amended to positively permit and encourage development of new housing around an open green space, to remove traffic from the roadway and provide green space in the village. A settlement boundary for the field between Orchard Cottage and Pentwyn should be set further back to permit (and require) housing here to be set back from the road. The field to the west of Leila’s Oak was considered less suitable for development because access was only possible approaching from the east – this had been a prime reason for an application for agricultural buildings on this site being refused. The proximity of cattle sheds to potential new housing sites was discussed, but this was not considered to be a major factor in setting settlement boundaries.
	

	(c)
	Agreed: that a similar walk around Steen’s Bridge should be held on Wednesday 3 June 2015 at 7.00pm.
	PB circulate 

	NDP/231
	Revisions to draft of Neighbourhood Development Plan
	

	(a)
	Received: a revised draft (version 5.0).
	

	(b)
	Agreed: the proposed approach of settlement boundaries should be adopted in the draft Plan for Risbury and Stoke Prior. The appropriateness of a settlement boundary for Steen’s Bridge or alternative approach would be considered following the walk, and any policy for Steen’s Bridge would have to be discussed with Docklow Group Parish Council.
	

	(c)
	Agreed: amendments to the text to be incorporated in version 5.1.
	PB

	(d)
	Agreed: the indicative target of 43 new homes should remain in Policy HFSP3 but the table describing how this would be met should be moved to the reasoned justification for the policy. The number of new homes already built since 2011 (nil) should also be specified here. 
	PB

	(e)
	Agreed: the Committee should approach landowners who had returned Land Availability questionnaires for sites within the proposed settlement boundaries, to check on the availability of these sites and whether this could be published in the table as confirmed available sites.
	Committee members

	(f)
	Agreed: the field to the west of Leila’s Oak should be removed from the settlement boundary area for Risbury (see NDP/230b above).
	

	(g)
	Noted: the field between Orchard Cottage and Pentwyn in Risbury could be made a specific allocation defining what was wanted on that site, and BB would draft suggested policy wording for this.
	BB

	(h)
	There was discussion about whether paragraph numbers throughout would assist in referencing parts of the Plan at the consultation, although this might make the document look more formal.  An Executive Summary was not appropriate, but a short Introduction would be needed.
	PB

	(i)
	Agreed: BB would provide a template for the Basic Conditions Statement.
	BB

	
	
	

	NDP/232
	Pre-submission (Regulation 14) Consultation (Project Stage 5)
Agreed: to plan for the consultation to run from 25 July to 5 September 2015. As a formal consultation, all comments would have to be attributable and published, together with responses to each comment. 
	

	NDP/233
	Matters for information or future business

None.
	

	NDP/234
	Meeting dates
Agreed: The next meeting would be on Wednesday 24 June 2015 at 7.30pm.
	PB arrange

	
	The meeting closed at 9.55pm.
	


Signed ................................... (Chairman)
Date ...........................
DRAFT – subject to confirmation
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