  Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior 

Group Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of the 
Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Committee
 held on Wednesday 15 September 2015 at 7.30pm in Stoke Prior Village Hall
Present:
Cllr Will Jackson (Chairman)
Cllr Hugh Fowler Wright (HFW) 


Cllr Ken Bemand (KB)
Peter Lefroy-Owen (PLO)


Cllr Alan Bathurst (AB)
Cllr Steph Wilson (SW)
With:
Philip Brown (Clerk) (PB)

and Bill Bloxsome (BB)
	Minute

	Topic
	Action

	NDP/246
	Apologies for Absence 
Received and accepted: Apologies from Peter Stovold (PS) and Mike Kimbery (MK).
	

	NDP/247
	Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
	

	(a)
	There were no declarations of interest concerning the business of the meeting.
	

	(b)
	There were no applications for dispensations under Standing Order 25(d).
	

	NDP/248
	Minutes of last meeting

Resolved: to approve the minutes of 24 June 2015 as amended with afternotes.
	

	NDP/249
	Matters arising from the minutes (not covered elsewhere)
	

	(a)
	Noted: PLO had spoken to MK, who had agreed to remain on the committee but would be unable to attend meetings in the immediate future (Minute NDP/240a).
	

	(b)
	Noted: PLO had spoken with Clare Bray from Stonewater Housing concerning Humber Close. The parent company’s strategy was now for developments of at least 20 housing units, but BB had raised with Stonewater the idea of grouping smaller developments (Minute NDP/241b).
	

	(c)
	Noted: PB had spoken to the Clerk at Docklow, who had indicated that their Plan would not conflict with our Plan’s proposals for Steen’s Bridge (Minute NDP/241c).
	

	NDP/250
	Public Participation

No members of the public were present.
	

	NDP/251
	Chairman’s comments and report

None
	

	NDP/252
	Pre-submission (Regulation 14) Consultation (Project Stage 5)
	

	(a)
	Reported: 

(i)
The consultation dates had been amended to start from 1 August 2015 because of a delay in printing copies of the draft Plan, and to close at 5pm on 15 September 2015 to permit the required 6 weeks plus time to allow for the August Bank Holiday weekend.

(ii)
Copies of the draft Plan had been distributed to all addresses in the Group Parish between 31 July and 6 August, together with a covering letter and Comments Sheet.

(iii)
The Draft Plan, Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats Regulation Assessment had been sent to other consultees on 1 August, and to Herefordshire Council’s Neighbourhood Planning Team, as required by Regulation 14.

(iv)
The Draft Plan and all other documentation had been published on the parish website on 31 July, and copies of the Draft Plan were made available at Leominster Information Office, Leominster Library, Stoke Prior Post Office, The Lamb Inn, and at events in the parish over the summer.
	

	(b)
	Received: (Minutes Annexe NDP/252b)

(i)
The published Draft Neighbourhood Plan, covering letter and Comments Sheet (August 2015).

(ii)
The Strategic Environmental Assessment, prepared by Herefordshire Council.

(iii)
The Habitats Regulation Assessment, prepared by Herefordshire Council.

(iv)
The list of other consultees to whom the Draft Plan documents were sent.
	

	(c)
	Received:
The comments received from residents and other consultees (Minutes Annexe NDP/252c).
	

	(d)
	Agreed:

Outline responses to each of the comments, including some amendments to the Plan:
(i) change in wording to HFSP4,5,6,7 to that a high proportion of 2- and 3- bed dwellings were needed;
(ii) amend the eastern edge of the Risbury settlement boundary to exclude the paddock on the south side of the road beyond Butterfield’s buildings;

(iii) amend the south-eastern edge of the Stoke Prior settlement boundary to include the existing Hollies Annexe building, but not extend this boundary further east;

(iv) amend the title of Table HFSP16 to clarify that this table is limited to views and green spaces within or immediately adjacent to the main settlements, but strengthen HFSP16.
	

	NDP/253
	Completion of Project Stage 5 (consultation) and planning for Project Stage 6 (submission and examination)
	

	(a)
	Noted:

The comments, responses, proposed amendments, and the final recommended Plan should be reported from the Steering Committee to the Council, for Council to consider approving the Plan for submission to Herefordshire Council under Regulation 15 of the NP Regulations. Following this, Herefordshire Council would conduct a further (Regulation 16) consultation before an independent Inspector was appointed to inspect the Plan.
	

	(b)
	Resolved:

(i) That the Clerk be authorised, in consultation with BB, to draft full responses to each of the comments received, and draft the agreed amendments to the Plan;

(ii) That the comments, responses and amended Plan be presented to a special meeting of Council in late October, and published before that meeting;

(iii) That responses be sent to those who submitted comments.
	PB/BB

	NDP/254
	Funding and Finance
	

	(a)
	Received: an updated summary of all spending to date on the NDP (Annexe NDP/254a).
	

	(b)
	Reported: that approval in principle had been received from the Lottery Awards for All programme for remaining £1370 funds to be committed to future printing costs, and the grant signed-off on receipt of estimates for this and the end-of-grant report form. These estimates and form had been submitted on 2 September 2015.
	

	(c)

	Reported: that an application had been made by the Clerk to DCLG for a second NDP grant of £2236 to cover professional fees for future Stage 4 and 5 activities and miscellaneous project costs. A grant of £1836 had been offered and has been accepted by the Clerk (Annexe NDP/254c). The Committee thanked the Clerk for obtaining this additional grant.
	

	(d)
	Resolved: to accept an estimate for continuing professional support through Data Orchard CIC (Annexe NDP/254d).
	PB: notify Data Orchard

	NDP/255
	Matters for information or future business.
	

	
	Noted: Herefordshire Council’s NP Team were proposing to organise a training workshop on submission and examination in late October or early November.
Agreed: Those members available should attend the workshop when arranged.
	PB: notify NPT

	NDP/256
	Meeting dates
Agreed: No further meeting was required until after the special Council meeting, and would be arranged as necessary.
	

	
	The meeting closed at 9.58pm.
	


Signed ................................... (Chairman)
Date ...........................
DRAFT – subject to confirmation
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