Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior 

Group Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of the 
Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Committee
 held on Monday 15 December 2014 at 7.30pm in Risbury Village Hall
Present:
Cllr William Jackson (WJ) (Chairman)
Cllr Peter Lefroy-Owen (PLO)


Hugh Fowler Wright (HFW)
Iain Cholerton (IC)


Cllr Ken Bemand (KB)
Cllr Alan Bathurst (AB) (from minute NDP/172)

Peter Stovold (PS) (to minute NDP/176e)
Mike Kimbery (MK)
With:
Bill Bloxsome (Planning Consultant) (BB) (from Minute NDP/176f)

and Philip Brown (Clerk) (PB)
	Minute

	Topic
	Action

	NDP/169
	Apologies for Absence 
Received: Apologies from Steph Wilson (SW).
	

	NDP/170
	Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
	

	(a)
	Noted: The declaration of interest from Cllr Steph Wilson given under minute NDP/104 also applied to this meeting. Cllr Wilson would be absent from meetings which considered development of planning policies.
	

	(b)
	There were no applications for dispensations under Standing Order 25(d).
	

	NDP/171
	Minutes of last meeting

Resolved: to approve the minutes of 26 November 2014.
	

	NDP/172
	Matters arising from the minutes (not covered elsewhere)
	

	
	Minute 165(r): 

Noted: the specific sites suggested for development in Stoke Prior were not available, and therefore this proposal had been deleted from the draft Plan.
	

	NDP/173
	Public Participation

No members of the public were present.
	

	NDP/174
	Chairman’s comments and report

None. 
	

	NDP/175
	Budget Report

Noted: an oral report from the Clerk on Grant spending to date: the full amounts under each budget heading would be spent by the deadline of 31 December with the possible exception of an underspend of up to £250 on professional planning advice. Any professional planning advice needed after 31 December would have to be paid for from the precept (£400 had been budgeted for completing the Plan in 2015-16) or an adjustment to the Lottery award could be requested.
	

	NDP/176
	Preparation of draft Plan (Project Stage 4)
	

	(a)
	Received: An incomplete draft of the NDP (v2.2), prepared by PB and PLO, incorporating the agreed draft policies prepared by BB (Minutes Annexe NDP/176a).
	

	(b)
	Received: A draft of an introductory section “The development of the Neighbourhood Plan” prepared by PLO (Minutes Annexe NDP/176b).
	

	(c)
	Amendments to the Draft
Agreed in discussion:
The ‘Reasoned Justification’ for each policy should include a sentence or two summarising the local evidence base for the proposed policy, explicitly linking to the summary of this in ‘Our Emerging Plan’, and thereby to the documents detailing the consultation responses.

Mention of the Young People’s Survey should be included in the evidence base for several policies, including traffic safety (HFSP11) and play areas (HFSP9).

The ‘Intention’ for each policy needed to provide all the details to aid the interpretation of the policy.

‘Group Parish’ should be used throughout rather than ‘Neighbourhood Area’.
Numerous specific drafting amendments were agreed, as noted on Annexe 176a.
	

	(d)
	Monitoring and Implementation 
Agreed: the need for a more detailed plan of how each policy would be monitored, and that this should be undertaken by a working party as an exercise to check the feasibility of each policy.  This section should also include how the Plan will be reviewed by the Parish Council over the Plan period.  
	

	(e)
	Consultation statement

Agreed: PLO’s section ‘The development of the Neighbourhood Plan’ was more appropriate as a draft of the Consultation Statement, and only a brief summary of the Plan’s development should be included in this introductory section.
	

	(f)
	Policy HFSP4: New homes in Stoke Prior
Agreed: re-word (e) to clarify that culverting as such was not inappropriate; and add new sub-paragraph concerning retention of views as in HFSP5(d) for consistency with the policy for Risbury.  Any specific green spaces or views to be protected should be considered at the next meeting.
Agreed: proposed stop-lines at: The Bury on Ford Lane, Croft Gate on Stoke Prior Road, E boundary of Stonelynn on Stoke Prior Lane, E boundary of The Hollies for the north side of Stoke Prior Road and E boundary of Old Hall Farm for the south side. A statement justifying these locations would be drafted.  
	

	(g)
	Policy HFSP5: New homes in Risbury
Agreed: add new sub-paragraph concerning protection of heritage as in HFSP4(d) for consistency with the policy for Stoke Prior.  

Agreed: proposed stop lines at: The School House on School Hill, the E boundary of Butterfield on the Pencombe Road, at the junction of Blacksmiths Lane and the C1110, at the junction of Poplands Lane and the C1110. A statement justifying these locations would be drafted.
	

	(h)
	Policy HFSP6: New homes in Steen’s Bridge

Agreed: amend (b) to “Dwellings should be on small sites or individual plots which meet the identified need and should be phased in over the plan period.”

Agreed: amend (d) to delete reference to inset map, as this was not needed.
	

	(i)
	Policy HFSP7: Provision of affordable housing
Noted: National policy on affordable housing had been changed recently so that only developments of 10 dwellings or more would be required to provide this. Given that we were unlikely to have developments of this size, the only policy which could be set to meet the need for such homes would be through rural exception sites (Core Strategy H2) which by definition would be outside of the main villages. 
Agreed: amend preamble to “..Core Strategy Policy H2, subject to the following:”;and amend (ii) to “With limited exceptions proposed sites should normally be located close to one of the Group Parish’s villages”.
	

	(j)
	Other policies
Agreed: Other policies required further drafting of the explanatory sections and would be discussed at a working party meeting of all available members on Monday 5 January 2015.
	All

	(k)
	Completion of drafting and submission to Council

Agreed: PB would work on the draft and send this to BB for his comments before 31 December. Drafting would be completed following the working group on 5 January, and a complete draft agreed by the Committee on 12 January, to be discussed by Council in on 21 January or failing that in February.
	PB/BB

All

	NDP/177
	NDP Progress Survey

Agreed: that the Clerk should submit the response to the progress survey, indicating the intention to start the Regulation 14 consultation in late February 2015, submission in April 2015, examination in July 2015 and referendum by the end of 2015.
	PB

	NDP/178
	Matters for information or future business

None.
	

	NDP/179
	Meeting dates
Agreed: A working party would be held on 5 January at 7.30pm at PB’s.

Agreed: the next Steering Committee would be on Monday 12 January at 7.30pm.
	PB

	
	The meeting closed at 10.44pm.
	


Signed ................................... (Chairman)
Date ...........................
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