Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior 

Group Parish Council

Minutes of the Planning Committee held on 
Wednesday 26 August 2015 at 7.30pm in Stoke Prior Village Hall
Present:
Cllr Hugh Fowler-Wright (Deputy Chairman)
Cllr Ken Bemand



Cllr Gill Stovold



Cllr Rodney Thompson



Cllr William Jackson


With:
Mr Philip Brown (Clerk).
And:
Mr J Mercer (applicant155215), Mrs M Brown.

PC30/15
Apologies for absence


Received: Apologies from Cllr Michael Hubbard.

PC31/15
Declaration of interests and dispensations

(a)
There were no declarations of interest in agenda items from members.
(b)
There were no applications for dispensations from the rules on participation by members with a disclosable pecuniary interest.
PC32/15
Minutes of 3 August 2015

Resolved: to approve the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting of 3 August 2015.

PC33/15
Matters for report arising from the minutes

None.
PC34/15
Application No.152259: Stoke Prior Primary School, HR6 0ND - Proposed extension to existing ICT classroom

(a)
Received: the application (circulated 18 August 2015).

(b)
Received: a statement submitted by Matt Lewis, Headteacher of Stoke Prior Primary School, that the extension was needed to provide an additional classroom instead of using the hall some of the time; this would enable pupils to be accommodated in a more suitable environment and would allow flexibility for fluctuations to the school roll, helping the School’s economic viability.
(c)
Noted: Mrs Margaret Brown, Chairman of Governors, was present to answer questions, but had nothing to add to the Headteachers’ statement.
(d)
Noted: comments of councillors in discussion: The alteration would only be visible from the School premises and from the neighbouring property, who had told Cllr Mike Hubbard that they had no objection. 
(e)
Resolved: to submit the following comments to Herefordshire Council: The Council supports the application, as this will provide a necessary improvement to facilities for pupils, and will assist the School’s continued viability.
PC35/15
Application No.152215: Land at Bowley Court Farm, Hope-under-Dinmore - Proposed additional storage tank for digestate, relocation of gas flare and protective bund, modification to shape and location of attenuation pond and associated works

(a)
Received: the application (circulated 18 August 2015).

(b)
Noted: an oral statement from the applicant, Jon Mercer, that the additional third tank to the original installation was necessary for more storage to give greater flexibility in managing the production of power, and avoid spreading excess digestate on fields (which could not be done from October to March) or carrying it away by road. There had been no objections or complaints from neighbours to the currently-constructed installation.
(c)
Noted: in answer to a question from Cllr Gill Stovold, Mr Mercer said that there would be little additional lighting to that currently in place, which was well hidden from view.
(d)
Resolved: to submit the following comments to Herefordshire Council: The Council supports the application, as this will enable the installation to work more efficiently and reduce the environmental impact of handling any excess digestate, and the development will be contained within the existing installation.

PC36/15
Application No.152379: Pear Tree Cottage, Stoke Prior Lane, HR6 0NB - 
Proposed provision of alternative materials forming rear conservatory. Installation of wood burner. Infilling existing west gable with feather edge weather boarding
(a)
Received: the application (circulated 18 August 2015).

(b)
Noted: Comments sent in advance from Cllr Gill Stovold that the proposals appeared acceptable as neighbours had been consulted, provided the materials used were in keeping with the existing property. 
(c)
There were no statements or comments from members of the public present.
(d)
Noted: comments of councillors in discussion: the proposed feather-edged boarding for the top of the north-west gable was not in keeping with the black & white appearance of the walls.

(e)
Resolved: to submit the following comments to Herefordshire Council: The Council supports the application, but does not consider that the proposed feather-edged boarding to the north-west is in keeping with the existing character of the building and would detract from the appearance of the property.
PC37/15
Planning Applications: matters for report 

(a)
152025: The Pink Cottage, Stoke Prior


Reported: that the application was approved on 14 August 2015.

The meeting closed at 7.55pm.

Signed ..................................................(Chairman)

Date ..............................

DRAFT – subject to confirmation








PAGE  
HF&SP Planning Committee
Volume I page 41

