  Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior 

Group Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of the 
Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Committee
 held on Wednesday 24 June 2015 at 7.30pm in Stoke Prior Village Hall
Present:
Cllr Will Jackson (Chairman)
Cllr Hugh Fowler Wright (HFW) 


Cllr Ken Bemand (KB)
Peter Lefroy-Owen (PLO)


Cllr Alan Bathurst (AB)
Cllr Steph Wilson (SW)

Peter Stovold (PS)

With:
Philip Brown (Clerk) (PB)

and Bill Bloxsome (BB)
	Minute

	Topic
	Action

	NDP/235
	Apologies for Absence 
Received and accepted: Apologies from Mike Kimbery.
	

	NDP/236
	Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
	

	(a)
	There were no declarations of interest concerning the business of the meeting.
	

	(b)
	There were no applications for dispensations under Standing Order 25(d).
	

	NDP/237
	Minutes of last meeting

Resolved: to approve the minutes of 25 May 2015.
	

	NDP/238
	Matters arising from the minutes (not covered elsewhere)
	

	(a)
	Reported: committee members had informally approached most landowners who had returned Land Availability questionnaires for sites within the proposed settlement boundaries, to check on the availability of these sites and whether this could be published in the evidence base as confirmed available sites. 
	

	(b)
	Agreed: Where confirmed, the Clerk would write to confirm that this information would be published.
	PB write to landowners

	NDP/239
	Public Participation

No members of the public were present.
	

	NDP/240
	Chairman’s comments and report
	

	(a)
	Reported: Mike Kimbery had written to say he had to resign from the committee on health grounds.

Noted in discussion: the number of non-councillors on the committee was now only two, but as nearly all the work on drafting the plan was completed, all residents would now be involved in the statutory consultation, and remaining work on the submission of the plan would largely be technical in nature.
Agreed: To recommend to Council that no new members needed to be appointed, and that Mike be invited to remain as a committee member but be circulated for information only and not be expected to attend meetings. The Committee expressed its thanks to Mike for all his contributions to the NDP.
	PB Council agenda

PLO speak to MK

	(b)
	Noted: that there had been no formal update to residents for some time, and it might be appropriate to issue an update on the completion of the revised draft and the proposed public consultation starting in July.
	

	NDP/241
	Village Walks
	

	(a)
	Received: a report (Minutes Annexe NDP/241) of the walk around Steen’s Bridge held on 3 June 2015.
	

	(b)
	Noted in discussion: 
The walk had informed the re-drafting of version 5.1 of the Plan. The policy for Steen’s Bridge had changed to defining a settlement boundary around the core of the settlement on the south side of the A44 only, which the committee and BB agreed was a sensible and defensible policy. No specific green spaces or views had been identified, although this had been a small part of the reason for excluding the field opposite Little Priddleton.
	

	(c)
	Agreed: the Clerk should approach Docklow GPC to notify them of the intended policy for Steen’s Bridge in advance of formally consulting them.
	PB contact Docklow

	NDP/242
	Revisions to draft of Neighbourhood Development Plan
	

	(a)
	Received: a revised draft (version 5.1.1) and Appendix G (evidence about Future Housing Development), circulated on 22 June 2015.
	

	(b)
	Agreed: the inclusion of paragraph numbers was helpful and should be retained.
	

	(c)
	Agreed: minor amendments to the text for clarity and style for version 5.2.
	PB

	(d)
	Discussed: the justification for retaining or moving the proposed SE settlement boundary for Stoke Prior: Moving this back to immediately east of The Trug would not include sites adjacent to and opposite to Old Hall which had both been identified as suitable housing sites in the consultations, and supported by the Parish Council. Extending the boundary beyond The Hollies was not necessary to accommodate the housing growth target and would lead to further linear growth into open countryside and potentially increase the danger of flooding in the village.
Agreed: to retain the proposed SE settlement boundary for Stoke Prior for the reasons given in the draft Plan.
	

	(e)
	Noted: Risbury Chapel was not specifically mentioned in the Plan, but was protected as a listed building.
	

	(f)
	Agreed: Under Monitoring and Delivery para 22.3 the table should replace a target of “25% smaller homes” with “Smaller homes for younger or older people to meet demonstrated needs”. 
	

	(g)
	Agreed: for the Risbury settlement boundary, to include in para 10.2.5 a definition of the depth of the area south of the road on the plot in the east of the village (40m), and the rationale for this.
	

	(h)
	Agreed: to delete the policy for frontage sites of more than 30m for Steen’s Bridge, as being not relevant, and to delete reference to listed buildings as there were none within the proposed settlement boundary.
	

	(i)
	Agreed: the content of Appendix G, amended as appropriate following confirmation from landowners of an intention to develop land within the settlement boundaries. BB would review the Appendix and suggest additional wording to strengthen the evidence of likely windfall development.
	BB

	(j)
	Agreed: it would not be necessary to prepare a background paper with more detail of the committee’s developing thinking and reasons in drafting the Plan, unless this was specifically requested by the Inspector, as this was explained briefly within the rationale for policies, and could be tracked through the minutes of the Steering Committee.
	

	(k)
	Agreed: BB would provide a template for the Basic Conditions Statement, although this would not be needed until submission of the Plan.
	BB

	(l)
	Resolved: that the amended draft Plan be submitted to Council on 15 July 2015 with a recommendation that it be put out to formal public consultation starting on 25 July 2015 and concluding on 5 September 2015.
	PB

	NDP/243
	Pre-submission (Regulation 14) Consultation (Project Stage 5)
	

	(a)
	Received: a draft plan and tasks timetable for the consultation (Minutes Annexe NDP/243).
	

	(b)
	Agreed: the following arrangements for the consultation:

(i) The timetable of tasks as detailed on the draft plan, subject to removal of a date for collecting response sheets and addition of drop-in events;
(ii) Volunteers would wherever possible personally deliver the draft Plan to householders, to explain the importance of the document. PB would review the draft distribution list and volunteers list and circulate this.
(iii) A covering letter would explain the document, recent amendments to the proposed policies and the consultation process. It would include the points that the Plan was the community’s opportunity to set its own policies (which otherwise would be set by Herefordshire Council in a housing land-allocation policy for the villages), and that the cost of producing the Plan had been met by grants.
(iv) Representations would be invited, stating name and contact details (for a response to be sent), relevant paragraph number(s) and comments, but no structured response sheet was necessary, and there was no need to complicate the exercise by asking for any indication of general support for the Plan (which would be gauged from comments received).  A simple sheet would be prepared for residents to give comments at the drop-in sessions, but comments would otherwise just be given by email, letter or on the website.

(v) Consultation events would be a stall at the Community Week event at the School on Saturday 1 August, and three ‘drop-in’ evenings in The Lamb on 1,2, and 3 September, staffed by committee members. Minimal props would be needed for these events (maps, single poster, copies of the Plan).
(vi) A working group, comprising those committee members available to attend, would meet on 8 September 2015 to review the comments received and determine how to respond to and report on these to Council.
	PB review list

PB/WJ draft letter

PB prepare response form

PB talk to pub and prepare props.

	NDP/244
	Matters for information or future business

None.
	

	NDP/245
	Meeting dates
Agreed: A working group would meet on Tuesday 8 September at 7.30pm (see above) and the next committee meeting would provisionally be on Monday 14 September 2015 at 7.30pm.
	PB arrange

	
	The meeting closed at 10.17pm.
	


Signed ................................... (Chairman)
Date ...........................
DRAFT – subject to confirmation
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