Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior
Group Parish Council

Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of the Group Parish Council held on 
Wednesday 26 October 2016 at 7.30pm in Risbury Village Hall 

Present:
Cllr Alan Bathurst
Cllr Kenneth Bemand



Cllr Hugh Fowler-Wright
Cllr Mike Hubbard



Cllr William Jackson (Chairman)
Cllr Gill Stovold




Cllr Richard Thomas
Cllr Rodney Thompson




Cllr Zoe White


Officer in attendance:
Mr Philip Brown (Clerk)
112/16
Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Janette Rowlatt, Cllr Stephanie Wilson, and District Cllr Bruce Baker.
113/16
Declaration of interests and dispensations

(a)
No declarations of interest were made.

(b)
No applications for dispensation under Standing Order 25 were received.

114/16
Minutes of the last meeting

Resolved: to approve the minutes of the Meeting held on 21 September 2016.

115/16
Matters for report arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.


None.
116/16
Chairman’s announcements


None.
117/16
Public participation


No members of the public were present.
118/16
Consultation on referendum principles for local council precept increases
(a)
Received: a paper summarising the government consultation paper seeking views on the principles for requiring a local referendum to approve some increases in local council precepts and a draft response (Minutes Annexe 118/16).
(b)
Noted in discussion: The consultation paper proposed for the first time that larger councils would have their precepts ‘capped’ without a local referendum to approve increases of 2% or more than £5 per Band D property (whichever the higher). It also suggested this principle might be extended to all parish and town councils. Both proposals were of concern, especially the latter which would directly impact on our Council, as it would mean having to hold a referendum (costing about £3 per property) to approve an increase of £5 per property. As well as being very inefficient, this might severely restrict the Council’s ability to fund local services such as the Lengthsman.
(c)
Resolved: (i) to submit the comments opposing the proposals; (ii) to write to both local MPs asking them to oppose the proposals.
119/16
Proposed amendment to Standing Order 32(a) (Planning Committee)

(a)
Received: a proposal to review the membership of the Planning Committee (Minutes Annexe 119/16).
(b)
Noted in discussion: The paper proposed reviewing the number of members (currently 6) on the Planning Committee. The Committee had been established in 2012 to provide an efficient means of convening members to ensure that all planning applications received full public scrutiny. Although the quorum was officially 3 members, efforts were always made in scheduling meetings to secure full or nearly full attendance. All councillors received all applications to make comments and any application could be referred to full Council; this had happened on three occasions recently when the applications were considered potentially contentious or of especial significance. However, with the adoption of the Neighbourhood Plan, the Committee had clear guidance on locally-devised policies to guide their recommendations, and councillors were of the opinion that the current arrangements for the consideration of planning applications set out in Standing Orders were appropriate and robust. No proposal was made to amend the constitution of the Planning Committee.
120/16
Matters for information and future business
(a)
Noted: circulars sent to the Council, and circulated to councillors by email: 

(i) 
CPRE Fieldwork Newsletter, Summer 2016 (circulated 23/09/16).

(ii)
Green Lanes talk 17 October (circulated 23/09/16).

(iii)
CPRE Herefordshire AGM 15 October (circulated 23/09/16).

(iv)
Bodenham Draft Neighbourhood Development Plan (circulated 23/09/16).

(v)
Traffic Regulation Order Toolkit (circulated 29/09/16).

(vi)
Ward councillor’s newsletter October 2016 (circulated 08/10/16).

(vii)
Rural Hub Newsletter October 2016 (circulated 08/10/16).

(viii)
Safer Neighbourhood Newsletter October 2016 (circulated 08/10/16).

(ix)
Parliamentary constituency review public hearings (circulated 08/10/16).

(x)
Get Online week 17-24 October (circulated 08/10/16).

(xi)
HALC Information Corner 13 Oct (circulated 13/10/16).

(xii)
2017-18 Local Government Finance Settlement consultation paper (circulated 13/10/16).

(b)
There were no other matters for information or future decision.
121/16
Dates of future meetings

(a)
Noted: the next meeting will be at 7.30pm on Wednesday 16 November 2016 in Stoke Prior Village Hall.

(b)
Noted: dates for further meetings in 2016-17: Wednesday 18 January 2017, Wednesday 15 March 2017, Wednesday 17 May 2017 (Annual Meeting); Wednesday 19 July 2017; Wednesday 20 September 2017; Wednesday 15 November 2017, all at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 8.11pm.
Signed (Chairman) ..........................................
Date ...................................
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