Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior 

Group Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of the Group Parish Council held on 
Wednesday 25 March 2015 at 7.30pm in Risbury Village Hall 

Present:
Cllr Alan Bathurst
Cllr Kenneth Bemand



Cllr Mrs Jenny Ellerton
Cllr Mrs Jane Hinton



Cllr Michael Hubbard
Cllr William Jackson (Chairman)



Cllr Peter Lefroy-Owen
Cllr Richard Thomas (from minute 21/15)



Cllr Rodney Thompson

With:
District Cllr Jeremy Millar.
Officer in attendance: Mr Philip Brown (Clerk).
16/15

Apologies for absence


Received and accepted: apologies for absence from Cllr Mrs Margaret Bemand and Cllr Mrs Stephanie Wilson.
17/15
Declaration of interests and dispensations

(a)
No declarations of interest were made.

(b)
No applications for dispensations under Standing Order 25 were received.
18/15
Minutes of the last meeting

Resolved: to approve the minutes of the Meeting held on 21 January 2015.
19/15
Matters for report arising from the minutes


HGV limit on Blacksmiths Lane (Minute 14/15b): 


Noted: the suggestion for weight limits or signage as unsuitable for HGVs had been raised with the Locality Steward and a response from Balfour Beatty was awaited.
20/15
Chairman’s announcements

(a)
Noted: the Chairman requested councillors to inform the Clerk if they were intending to stand for re-election on 7 May, and encouraged as many people as possible to stand for election.
(b)
Reported: Western Power had approached the Chairman concerning their intention to cut down willows and a diseased chestnut on the triangle of un-registered land at the bottom of Norman’s Lane (’the green’). The Chairman had inspected the trees and met with residents adjoining the site, who had not objected to them being felled, and had confirmed this to Western Power.


Agreed: to ask the Clerk to make enquiries about the Council registering the land.
21/15
Public participation


No members of the public were present.
22/15
Clerk’s report

(a)
Received: a report from the Clerk (Minutes Annexe 22/15) on: the 426 Bus Service; highways maintenance and roadsigns; winter gritting; completion of Lengthsman work for 2014-15, the Neighbourhood Development Plan, and council elections on 7 May 2015.

(b)
Reported: The Clerk had received confirmation from the BBLP Locality Steward, Donna Tregenza, that Wickton Lane had been re-instated onto the schedule of roads for re-surfacing in 2015-16, but she had not been successful in adding Blacksmiths Lane to the list for next year. Donna had agreed to come to the next Council meeting on 13 May.
23/15
District Councillor’s report

(a)
Received: District Councillor Millar’s reports for February and March 2015 (Minutes Annexe 23/15).

(b)
Reported by Cllr Millar: 

(i) Cllr Millar reminded everyone that electors had to register by 12 April in order to vote on 7 May. 

(ii) A safety review of the A49 by the Highways Agency included plans to install a central pedestrian refuge opposite Queenswood Country Park and re-marking of the road at the junction with Ford Lane to improve safety (consideration will also be given to improving sight-lines at the turning). The A49/A417 junction was the A49’s accident black-spot.


(iii) Approval for £200k funding to reinstate some rural bus services had been given, and the transport department would soon be consulting with parish councils about re-instating a daily or twice-daily 426 service connecting with Leominster. The service would have to receive reasonable use to avoid being cut again next year, so careful consideration should be given to what level of service would be used. Clr Millar confirmed that bus operators were remunerated for residents showing free bus passes.

(iv) The BBLP Locality Steward, Donna Tregenza, had been on training courses and also covering another locality temporarily, so had not been as contactable as usual.


(v) Queenswood Country Park and Bodenham Lakes had been transferred to a Community Interest Company (made up from Herefordshire Wildlife Trust and New Leaf) on a long lease.


(vi) Cllr Millar announced he would not be standing for re-election on 7 May, as he and his wife would be moving away from the area to be closer to family.  Resolved: a vote of thanks to Cllr Millar for all his hard work for the residents of the area over the past four years and his conscientious attendance at Council meetings, and wished him well for the future.

24/15
Planning Committee and Planning matters
(a)
Reports on planning matters:


Appeal P143862/P150027: Grove Cottage, Ford– appeal against Listed Building Enforcement Notice

Reported: the Council’s support for the appeal had been sent by the Clerk to the inspector, and the Clerk had met with the appellant to look at Herefordshire Council’s statement in which they maintained their view that all the works had been undertaken since listing. 


Old Hall, Stoke Prior: outline permission for new dwelling


Reported: a new application for a new dwelling south-east of Old Hall was expected shortly, and would be considered at a Planning Committee.

Application 143368: Land at Poplands Lane, Risbury – proposed new dwelling


Reported: the application would, at the request of Cllr Millar, be considered at a forthcoming Herefordshire Council Planning Committee.

(b)
Application 141849: Land opposite Old Hall Farm – 8 new dwellings

Noted: in giving approval, Herefordshire Council’s Planning Committee had said that the development should include measures to alleviate localised flooding problems, and an offer of funding towards this had been made in the application. Also, the applicant had stated the intention to set aside land at the front of the site for an orchard which would not be developed so as to enhance the village’s character and enhance the biodiversity of the site.

Resolved: to ask Herefordshire Council specifically to devote funding contributions from the development towards alleviation of flooding problems in the immediate vicinity.

Resolved: to ask the applicant to ensure the orchard land remains un-developed and available as green space for the benefit of the community, possibly through transfer to the Parish Council.
25/15
Neighbourhood Development Plan

(a)
Received: minutes of the Steering Committee of 12 January and 4 February 2015.
(b)
Noted: the statutory consultation of the draft Plan had been postponed until after the Council elections and the first meeting of the new Council.

(c)
Reported: the NDP Steering Committee had met on 23 March 2015: in addition to the work required to clarify some of the draft policies, the independent inspection of the Core Strategy in February had now resulted in significant modifications to rural housing policies which had major implications for our NDP. These included higher targets for new housing in the villages because of an error in how these were calculated in the draft Core Strategy: the 15% growth target should now be based on the total number of existing houses in the whole parish, and not just the core area of the villages. The effect of this would be to increase the target growth to 23 new houses by 2031 in Stoke Prior and 19 new houses in Risbury and Steens Bridge combined. The criteria for permitting new houses had also changed to be in conformity with the National Planning Policy Framework, and new houses in Steens Bridge would no longer be restricted to smaller market homes for local people. These changes would require considerable work by the Steering Committee, to review the NDP’s housing policies including proposed physical limits for expansion of Stoke Prior and Risbury, and the need for settlement boundaries.  A different approach might also be required to identifying specific sites and demonstrating their suitability, viability and availability, given the greater numbers of new houses which the Plan now had to deliver. The Steering Committee would be undertaking village walks to inform its discussions at its next meeting on 27 April, but it now seemed unlikely that revised policies could be formulated for the formal consultation in May. The proposed modifications to the Core Strategy were also still out for consultation, and there could be political uncertainty about the Core Strategy’s adoption depending on the outcome of the May elections.
26/15
General Financial Matters
(a)
Received: a report from the RFO (Minutes Annexe 26/15).

(b)
Resolved: To approve the authorisation of payments in the RFO report section 3.

27/15
Lengthsman contract 2015-16

(a)
Received: the Annual Maintenance Plan submitted to Balfour Beatty, including joining the ‘P3’ public-rights-of-way delegated maintenance scheme (Minutes Annexe 27/15a).
(b)
Reported: invitations to tender for all or part of the contract activities in the Plan were sent to four contractors, and initial responses requested by 24 March. Three responses were received.
(c)
Received: tenders from Richard Mills Farm Services, DC Gardening and Brian Williams (Minutes Annexe 27/15c).

(d)
Resolved: that a working group consisting of Cllr Jackson, Cllr Bemand and the Clerk consider the tenders, make any further enquiries, and bring recommendations for the contract(s) to the May meeting.
28/15
Matters for information and future business
(a)
Noted: circulars sent to the Council: 

(i)
The Future of our Buses – public meeting 3 February (circulated 23/01/15).

(ii)
BBLP parish briefings 17 & 19 March (circulated 27/01/15).

(iii)
HALC Information Corner 7 February (circulated 07/02/15).

(iv)
BBLP parish newsletter Feb 2015 (circulated 07/02/15).

(v)
Faster women workshops (circulated 07/02/15).

(vi)
Community learning funds (circulated 07/02/15).

(vii)
HALC Information Corner 2 March (circulated 02/03/15).

(viii)
NALC Legal Topic Notes 5,14E,15 (circulated 02/03/15).

(ix)
Hedgerows and the Law (circulated 02/03/15).

(x)
Earl Mortimer School information about subsidised bus routes (on the table).

(b)
Noted: recent discussions between Cllr Richard Thomas and the Clerk concerning the possibility of Airband internet provision. The topography of the area and the limited number of possible subscribers had previously indicated that this would probably not be a viable proposition, and fibre-optic upgrading of exchanges and cables to poles as part of the Fastershire project might deliver good broadband speed to most houses in the parishes within the next two years.
29/15
Elections to the Council
(a)
Noted: the term of office of all sitting councillors would end on 11 May 2015, and elections for all Council seats would be held on 7 May 2015 (with new councillors’ term of office commencing on 12 May 2015 for four years). 

(b)
Noted: Information about the nomination process for the elections in both parishes had been sent to all sitting councillors, emailed to the residents circulation list, and also publicised in the Parish Pump and on notices around the parishes.  Nomination packs were available at the meeting or from the Elections Office in Hereford. Nomination papers must be hand-delivered to the Elections Office by 4pm on Thursday 9 April 2015.

(c)
Reported: several sitting councillors would not be standing for re-election, and the Council and Clerk expressed their thanks to these councillors for their service to the Council. The Council also passed a vote of thanks to the Clerk for his support to councillors over the last four years.


30/15
Dates of next meetings

(a)
Noted: the next meeting would be the Annual Meeting of the Council at 7.30pm on Wednesday 13 May 2015 in Stoke Prior Village Hall.  Agendas would be delivered to newly-elected councillors on Friday 8 May immediately after the declaration of election results.
(b)
Noted: provisional dates for meetings in 2015-16, subject to approval at the Annual Meeting:


Wednesday 15 July 2015 


Wednesday 16 September 2015 


Wednesday 18 November 2015


Wednesday 20 January 2016


Wednesday 16 March 2016


all at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 9.32pm.
Signed (Chairman) ..........................................
Date ...................................

DRAFT – subject to confirmation
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