Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior
Group Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Group Parish Council held on 
Wednesday 21 September 2016 at 7.30pm in Stoke Prior Village Hall 

Present:
Cllr Alan Bathurst
Cllr Kenneth Bemand



Cllr Hugh Fowler-Wright
Cllr Mike Hubbard



Cllr William Jackson (Chairman)
Cllr Janette Rowlatt 



Cllr Gill Stovold
Cllr Richard Thomas  (from Minute 100/16)



Cllr Rodney Thompson
Cllr Zoe White




Cllr Stephanie Wilson

With:
District Cllr Bruce Baker (from Minute 93/16 to Minute 100/16).
Officer in attendance:
Mr Philip Brown (Clerk)
And:
Mr C Godfrey (applicant for 162475).

93/16
Apologies for absence

No apologies for absence were received.

94/16
Declaration of interests and dispensations

(a)
Noted: A non-pecuniary declaration of interest by Cllr William Jackson in minute 101/16(d) (Planning Application 162475), in that the applicant was a long-standing friend.

(b)
No applications for dispensation under Standing Order 25 were received.

95/16
Minutes of the last meeting

Resolved: to approve the minutes of the Meeting held on 20 July 2016.

96/16
Matters for report arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.


None.
97/16
Chairman’s announcements


Noted: Many volunteers had turned out on 10-11 September to help clear the site at Eaton Barn used by the Brandon Trust, a charity helping adults with learning disabilities, and all volunteers and Arrow Plant, who had provided equipment free of charge, were thanked.

98/16
Public participation


None.
99/16
Clerk’s report


Received: a report from the Clerk on: adoption of the Neighbourhood Plan; start of a minibus service to Leominster; Lengthsman work; provision of public access defibrillators; launch of 105 number to report power cuts; re-location of Stoke Prior noticeboard (Minutes Annexe 99/16).

100/16
District Councillor’s report

(a)
Received: District Councillor Baker’s report for September 2016 (Minutes Annexe 100/16).

(b)
Noted: an oral update from Cllr Baker:

· The Strategic Economic Plan for Herefordshire was being reviewed.

· Herefordshire was accepting 300 Syrian refugees.

· Several complaints about the standard of verge-cutting had been received.

· Hereford racecourse would shortly be re-opening.

· The Herefordshire budget consultation would close on 7 October.

· Seven Neighbourhood Plans had now been made in the county, including ours.

· The plan for the new university in Hereford had been submitted to government for approval.

· The new Electricity From Waste (EFW) plant near Worcestershire was in its testing phase.

· The fire-damaged building in Hereford High Town had permission for development into flats.

· The Council was in the process of selling off its agricultural smallholdings.

(c)
Noted, in answer to questions, the following issues which Cllr Baker would look into: 

· Smallholding tenants were having to move out at the end of their leases; there was concern from councillors about this and about potentially leaving council-owned properties empty.

· Travellers had been illegally parked in Etnam Street car-park in Leominster for several days.
· The EFW plant would not replace any recycling. A new leaflet explaining household recycling was available on noticeboards and the parish website, but there was still some ambiguity about recycling some items, such as tops and containers with film. 
101/16
Planning committee and planning applications

(a)
Received: Minutes (unapproved) of the Planning Committee held on 17 August 2016.

(b)
Application 161929: Land adjacent to Gilhorn Cottage, Poplands Lane, Risbury – new 3-bed dwelling to support a family with local connections


Reported: the application was given permission with conditions on 5 September 2016.

(c)
Land opposite Old Hall, Stoke Prior

Reported: that Border Oak informed the Clerk in July that the planning application would be submitted this summer for the scheme preferred at the Council meeting in January 2016, with one of the houses changed to a smaller single-storey home.
(d)
Application 162475: Land adjacent to Heath Farm, Stoke Prior – Proposed dwelling

(i)
Received: the application (circulated 28 August 2016).
(ii)
Noted: no comments had been submitted in advance by councillors, the applicant or other members of the public, but the applicant had presented the proposed application to Council in December 2014.

(iii)
Noted: responses from the applicant to questions: neighbours had not raised any objections; drainage on the site was not problematic; no hedges or trees would be lost.
(iv)
Resolved: to submit the following comments to Herefordshire Council:

The Council supports the application and recommends approval, as it meets the criteria in Core Strategy Policy RA3 (Herefordshire's countryside) for residential development in a rural location outside of a settlement (specifically criterion (2) in that it accompanies and is necessary to the growth of a rural enterprise), and it also complies with Policy RA4 (Agricultural, forestry and rural enterprise dwellings). 

The security of the applicant's business requires him to live very close to it, and the 

business will also be able to operate and grow more effectively with him living on-site. The business is an essential service for the local agricultural community, and the development of such businesses (especially live/work units) is encouraged by Policy HFSP12 of the Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior Neighbourhood Development Plan where they result in sustainable economic growth.
(e)
Application 162528: Kia Ora, Risbury – Demolish existing bungalow, split site into two plots and build two three-bedroom houses

(i)
Received: the application (circulated 5 September 2016).
(ii)
Received: a written statement from the applicant.
(iii)
Noted, in discussion: the Council's comments on the previous application (161837), the need for small and lower-cost homes locally, and the separate access entrances to the split site.
(iv)
Resolved: to submit the following comments to Herefordshire Council:
The Council recommends refusal of the application, because it does not meet the criteria or objectives in Policy HFSP5 (New Homes in Risbury) of the Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

The Council noted its previous comments about an earlier application for two larger houses on the site (161837). It considered that although there may be scope for two smaller dwellings on the site, this current application for two three-bedroom detached houses still did not meet the specific housing needs identified in the Neighbourhood Plan (for a mix of house types), and that the division of the small plot and construction of two detached homes was out of scale with the general density and massing of surrounding properties, contrary to HFSP5(b).  The Council was also concerned that the proposed separate accesses would result in the unacceptable loss of virtually all of the hedgerow on the property's front boundary and would impact upon the character of the village, contrary to HFSP5(c).

The Council noted that the applicant had not engaged with the Council, as most other recent applicants have done, to discuss how development of the site might best meet the needs of the community, and would encourage the applicant to do so. The Council noted that the plot, while having scope for two smaller dwellings, might be more suitable for those dwellings being within a single building with shared access, which might meet the criteria in HFSP5 and provide dwellings of a size and cost to meet local housing needs.
102/16
Neighbourhood Development Plan

(a)
Noted: the Clerk’s Report section 1, concerning the referendum result (81.8% ‘Yes’) and the formal adoption of the Neighbourhood Plan by Herefordshire Council on 16 August 2016.

(b)
Reported: notice had been received of the Regulation 14 Consultation on Bodenham’s Neighbourhood Plan, which will run to mid-November (closing date for comments 20 November). The Plan would be circulated to councillors and any response considered at the Council meeting on 16 November.

103/16
General Financial Matters

(a)
Received: a report from the RFO (Minutes Annexe 103/16).

(b)
Resolved: to approve the authorisation of payments as detailed in the RFO report section 3.
104/16
Council budget 2017-18 and three-year forecast

(a)
Received: A draft budget for 2017-18 and three-year forecast for 2018-21 (Minutes Annexe 104/16).

(b)
Noted: It was uncertain whether Balfour Beatty would continue with two verge-cuttings each year, so some of the Lengthsman budget may be needed to do this. The draft budget would be published on the website and noticeboards and an article placed in the Parish Pump summarising the budget and the reasons for the proposed increase in precept. The Clerk was thanked for the considerable work in preparing the budget and long-term forecast.
(c)
Resolved: to publish the draft budget for public comments prior to discussion in November.

105/16
Public Transport – introduction of minibus service to Leominster on 427 route


Noted: the Clerk’s Report section 2, concerning the start of the service on 2 September 2016.
106/16
Public Access Defibrillators

(a)
Noted: the Clerk’s report (section 4).

(b)
Agreed: the Clerk should look into the options for collaborating with the Heartbeat Trust over installation of a PAD in the phone kiosk in Risbury or elsewhere, and Stoke Prior Village Hall would arrange with Herefordshire Heartstart a CPR course for residents to raise awareness, prior to a possible fund-raising appeal.

107/16
Nomination to HALC Executive


No nominations to the HALC Executive for 2016-17 were made.
108/16
Consultations

 (a)
Travellers’ Sites Development Plan – preferred options

Resolved: to respond concerning the proposed temporary stopping place at the A44/A49 junction, objecting to this because of concerns over access, the site being in a flood-zone, possible damage to the habitat, especially the River Lugg SSSI, and the visual impact on one of the main approaches to Leominster.
(b)
Herefordshire Council budget

Resolved: to respond to questions 1-3, not supporting an increase in Council tax because of the need for a referendum on this, and suggesting that savings could be made in senior officers' salaries and in tackling inefficient practices.

(c)
Public transport; Safer West Mercia; Code of Conduct complaints procedure

The Council did not propose any response to these consultations.

109/16
Re-location of Stoke Prior notice board

(a)
Noted: the Clerk’s Report (section 6).

(b)
Agreed: the Clerk should discuss with The Lamb and the neighbouring property the re-location of the existing noticeboard to a site adjacent to the phone kiosk, and report back to Council.
110/16
Matters for information and future business
(a)
Noted: circulars sent to the Council, and circulated to councillors by email: 

(i) 
HALC courses vacancies (circulated 18/07/16).

(ii)
HALC Information Corner 11 July (circulated 20/07/16).
(iii)
Herefordshire Council funding opportunities July 2016 (circulated 20/07/16).
(iv)
Housing in Herefordshire press release (circulated 28/07/16).
(v)
Herefordshire Rural Hub Newsletter July 2016 (circulated 28/07/16).
(vi)
Travellers Sites Consultation (circulated 07/08/16).
(vii)
Herefordshire Council budget consultation (circulated 07/08/16).
(viii)
Code of Conduct complaints procedure (circulated 07/08/16).
(ix)
Public Transport consultation (circulated 07/08/16).
(x)
Safer West Mercia – PCC consultation (circulated 07/08/16).
(xi)
Herefordshire Council funding opportunities Aug 2016 (circulated 11/08/16).
(xii)
HALC Information Corner 15 August (circulated 16/08/16).
(xiii)
West Mercia Police & Crime Commissioner recruitment of independent member (16/08/16).
(xiv)
NALC LTN60 Copies of Planning Documents (circulated 16/08/16).
(xv)
NALC LTN69 Anti-social behaviour (circulated 16/08/16).
(xvi)
CPRE Herefordshire branch chair vacancy (circulated 28/08/16).
(xvii)
Rural Hub Newsletter Sep 2016 (circulated 28/08/16).
(xviii)
Trees & The Law seminar 13 Sep (circulated 05/09/16).
(xix)
BBLP Parishes briefing 6 Oct (circulated 05/09/16).
(xx)
Planning briefing 6 Oct (circulated 05/09/16).
(xxi)
HALC training schedule Oct-Dec 2016 (circulated 05/09/16).
(xxii)
Marches Growth Hub events 2016 (circulated 05/09/16).
(xxiii)
BBLP Parishes newsletter Sep 2016 (circulated 05/09/16).
(xxiii)
Recycling information leaflet (circulated 12/09/16).

(b)
Noted: the road defect on the C1110 near Ashcroft appeared to have been filled with mud rather than properly rectified; the Clerk would raise this with Balfour Beatty.

111/16
Dates of future meetings

(a)
Noted: the next meeting will be at 7.30pm on Wednesday 16 November 2016. The venue might have to change to Stoke Prior because of work being undertaken to Risbury Village Hall.
(b)
Noted: dates for further meetings in 2016-17: Wednesday 18 January 2017, Wednesday 15 March 2017 all at 7.30pm.

(c)
Resolved: to approve the following dates for meetings in the remainder of 2017: Wednesday 17 May 2017 (Annual Meeting); Wednesday 19 July 2017; Wednesday 20 September 2017; Wednesday 15 November 2017.

The meeting closed at 9.55pm.
Signed (Chairman) ..........................................
Date ...................................
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