Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior 

Group Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of the Group Parish Council held on 
Wednesday 21 January 2015 at 7.30pm in Risbury Village Hall 

Present:
Cllr Alan Bathurst
Cllr Kenneth Bemand



Cllr Mrs Margaret Bemand
Cllr Mrs Jenny Ellerton



Cllr Michael Hubbard
Cllr William Jackson (Chairman)



Cllr Richard Thomas
Cllr Rodney Thompson


Cllr Mrs Stephanie Wilson

With:
District Cllr Jeremy Millar (to minute 09/15)

Officer in attendance: Mr Philip Brown (Clerk).
01/15

Apologies for absence


Received: apologies for absence from Cllr Mrs Jane Hinton and Cllr Peter Lefroy-Owen (visiting relatives in Australia).
02/15
Declaration of interests and dispensations

(a)
No declarations of interest were made.

(b)
No applications for dispensations under Standing Order 25 were received.
03/15
Minutes of the last meeting

Resolved: to approve the minutes of the Meeting held on 3 December 2014.
04/15
Matters for report arising from the minutes

(a)
Councillor training (Minute 99/14c): 


Agreed: that consideration of a councillor training programme would be deferred to the May 2015 Annual Meeting, following election of the new Council.
(b)
New Financial Regulations (Minute 104/14/d): 


Reported: these would be circulated to members of the Finance Working Group for comment and brought to Council for consideration at the May 2015 Annual Meeting.
05/15
Chairman’s announcements


Reported: The Lamb Inn would be serving food from 25 January.  A Burns Night Supper was being held in Risbury Village Hall on Saturday 24 January.
06/15
Public participation


No members of the public were present.
07/15
Clerk’s report

(a)
Received: a report from the Clerk (Minutes Annexe 07/15) on: the 426 Bus Service; highways maintenance and roadsigns; winter gritting; recent Lengthsman work and the new scheme from April 2015; The Lamb Inn; and updates to the Parish Website and usage of the Facebook page.

(b)
Reported: the Clerk and Cllr Thomas met with the Balfour Beatty Locality Steward earlier in the day to inspect drainage problems on Poplands Lane, Blacksmiths Lane and School Hill in Risbury. Poplands Lane drains would be jetted, and enquiries made with local landowners about where the ditch in Blacksmiths Lane should drain to. 
(c)
Reported: the Clerk had ordered the two new salt-grit bins for Risbury and the Lengthsman had installed these onto concrete bases earlier in the day. The Lengthsman was currently undertaking a general clearance of drain tops and ditch drainage channels.

08/15
District Councillor’s report

(a)
Received: District Councillor Millar’s report for December 2014 (Minutes Annexe 08/15).

(b)
Reported by Cllr Millar: 

(i) There was no report for January 2015, pending meetings of the Council’s Cabinet. 

(ii) The Local Council Tax Support Scheme had been approved by the Council for another year, meaning that parish councils would receive a proportionate share of government support grants.


(iii) Following the Clerk’s contact with First Group about the 426 bus timetable, a meeting would be organised between Cllr Millar, Cllr Paul Rone, the Transport Officer and local Parish Clerks; the recent central government grant settlement had included an additional £260,000 in recognition of Herefordshire’s rural status, and Council was considering a proposal to use £160,000 of this to reverse some of the cuts to rural bus subsidies; the 426 would be considered as a service to receive some re-instated subsidy
(c)
Noted in discussion: the new ditching work on the A44 undertaken by Balfour Beatty did not have appropriate sumps dug ahead of covered pipes, meaning that mud and silt would block the pipes easily. Also, the ditch had lots of litter thrown into it. These points had been made to the Locality Steward.
09/15
Planning Committee and Planning matters
(a)
Received: unconfirmed minutes of the Planning Committee of 7 January 2015.

(b)
Application 141849: Land Opposite Old Hall Farm – site for 8 houses

Reported: the Herefordshire Council Planning Committee of 21 January 2015 had considered the application and had voted to give outline permission for the development. The Clerk and Chairman had attended on behalf of the Parish Council, and the Chairman had spoken to summarise the agreed views of the Council. Cllr Millar made strong comments in the meeting about the need for stringent conditions which ensured that concerns about drainage were met through a comprehensive engineer’s report. The applicant’s agent had stated in the meeting that they would consult with the Parish Council at every stage of the detailed development, and that the development might be phased so as to spread the new houses over a period of years. Local residents and some committee members had noted the need for the development to be in character with the surrounding area.  A suggestion had been made that ‘section 106’ funds from the developer might be used to alleviate existing surface-water flooding, and that the proposed orchard could be transferred to the Parish Council to ensure this was kept as public green space.
(c)
Appeal P143862/P150027: Grove Cottage, Ford– appeal against Listed Building Enforcement Notice

Received: notice of appeals made against an enforcement notice.

Reported: the Clerk, Chairman and Chairman of the Planning Committee had visited the site and met the owners on 18 January. The owners appeal was not as stated on the appeal notice, but was on the grounds that the UPVC windows had been installed in 1992, prior to the building having been listed in 1993, and that the chimney had been repaired to the same appearance and specification as before. The owners provided photographic evidence of these points. The Clerk had emailed the Planning Officer to seek clarification as to why these points were not checked before an Enforcement Notice was issued, but had not yet received any reply.


Resolved: that in view of the evidence from the owners, the Council should write in support of the appeal against the Enforcement Notice.
10/15
Neighbourhood Development Plan

(a)
Received: minutes of the Steering Committee of 26 November 2014 and 15 December 2014.

(b)
Received: a summary of spending from the grant and Lottery awards (Minutes Annexe 10/15b).


Noted: the full £7000 grant had been spent within the permitted period and within the approved budget headings. £2600 of Lottery award funding was available for the remaining project costs.

(c)
Received: an oral report from the meeting of the Steering Committee held on 12 January 2015: the Committee had approved a full draft of the Plan and agreed this should be sent to Council and the Herefordshire NP Team for comment.


Noted: Herefordshire Council had advised that the statutory ‘Regulation 14’ consultation period could not be held within the ‘purdah’ period before the May elections (2 April to 7 May) when councils were forbidden from engaging in potentially politically-sensitive publicity. NDP Committee members had been circulated, and the consensus was to push ahead to complete the consultation by 1 April, rather than delay this until May.  The Council supported this position.

(d)
Received: a full draft of the proposed Neighbourhood Development Plan (Minutes Annexe 10/15d).


Noted: thanks from the Chairman to the NDP Committee, the Clerk and all volunteers for the huge amount of work which had gone into developing the draft NDP.


Noted in discussion: policies proposing ‘stop-lines’ for the roads leading into Stoke Prior and Risbury had been adopted as the means of more clearly defining the intent to limit new residential development in the villages to ‘within or adjacent to the main body of the village’, as agreed in the Our Emerging Plan consultation.  Clear criteria and justifications for the chosen stop-lines were explained in the commentaries on the relevant policies.


Noted: An Executive Summary would be included in the draft Plan when published.

11/15
General Financial Matters
(a)
Received: a report from the RFO (Minutes Annexe 11/15).

(b)
Resolved: To approve the authorisation of payments in the RFO report section 3.

12/15
Lengthsman Scheme 2015-16

(a)
Noted: the Clerk’s Report section 4 on the new Lengthsman Scheme for 2015-16. The Clerk had also indicated an expression of interest in the Council joining the ‘P3’ delegated maintenance scheme for public rights of way. The Clerk would not recommend using the Lengthsman to mend small potholes, as this would be an inefficient way of using Lengthsman funding and achieving timely repairs of potholes.
(b)
Resolved:  to delegate authority to the Clerk to agree and sign the Lengthsman Contract with Balfour Beatty for 2015-16.

13/15
Consultation: Leominster Neighbourhood Plan
(a)
Noted: the draft Leominster Neighbourhood Plan was published for statutory consultation, with comments due by 10 February 2015 (see www.leominsterplan.org ).
(b)
Noted in discussion: there was little in the Leominster Plan which would directly affect the Group Parish, except for housing growth (which was strictly in line with the Core Strategy) which would affect drainage into the Lugg. No proposal was made to submit any comments from the Council.
14/15
Matters for information and future business
(a)
Noted: circulars sent to the Council: 

(i)
Combating Loneliness Conference 31 Jan 2015 (circulated 28/11/14).

(ii)
Healthwatch Herefordshire Question Time 10 Feb 2015 (circulated 24/12/14).

(iii)
Stoke Prior Community Primary School Profile 2013-14 (copies on the table).
(iv)
Fastershire broadband progress update (circulated 21/01/15).

(v)
HALC Information Corner 16 Jan 2015 (circulated 21/01/15).

(vi)
HALC training programme Jan-Mar 2015 (circulated 21/01/15).

(vii)
Local Council Award Scheme (circulated 21/01/15).

(viii)
Plain English Guide to the Planning System (circulated 21/01/15).
(ix)
Community Listening Exercise on Health & Wellbeing Strategy, 4 Feb 2015 (circulated 21/01/15).

(b)
Noted: A suggestion that a vehicle weight restriction or a warning of unsuitability for HGVs could be placed on Blacksmiths Lane; this would be taken up with the Locality Steward.
15/15
Dates of meetings

(a)
Noted: the next meeting would be on Wednesday 25 March 2015 at 7.30pm in Risbury Village Hall.

(b)
Noted:  the Annual Meeting would be on Wednesday 13 May 2015 in Stoke Prior Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 8.55pm.
Signed (Chairman) ..........................................
Date ...................................
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