Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior
Group Parish Council


Minutes of the Meeting of the Group Parish Council held on 
Wednesday 20 September 2017 at 7.30pm in Stoke Prior Village Hall 

Present:
Cllr Kenneth Bemand
Cllr Hugh Fowler-Wright



Cllr William Jackson (Chairman)
Cllr Gill Stovold



Cllr Rodney Thompson 
Cllr Zoe White
With:
District Cllr Bruce Baker (to Minute 84/17)
Officer in attendance:
Mr Philip Brown (Clerk)
And:
4 members of the public (to Minute 84/17c)
76/17
Apologies for absence


Noted: apologies for absence from Cllr Janette Rowlatt, Cllr Alan Bathurst, Cllr Mike Hubbard, Cllr Steph Wilson and Cllr Richard Thomas.
77/17
Declaration of interests and dispensations

(a)
No declarations of interest were made.

(b)
No applications for dispensation under Standing Order 25 were received.

78/17
Minutes of the last meeting

Resolved: to approve the minutes of the Meeting held on 19 July 2017.

79/17
Matters for report arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.

(a)
Debris in River Lugg (Minute 66/17c)


Reported: that the debris in the River Lugg by the old railway crossing was reported to the Environment Agency by the Clerk on 20 July, and logged as incident 1542009. The Clerk agreed to follow up the report as the debris was still in place.

(b)
A49: Highways England route strategy (Minute 72/17)


Reported: that a reply from Highways England was received on 21 August and was circulated to councillors.

(c)
Lighting at Dales, Leominster Enterprise Park (Minute 73/17)

Reported: an offer from Dales to discuss the matter with the Council was received, and the Clerk and Cllrs Hubbard and Stovold will meet with them on site on 27 September. 

(d)
Broadband improvements (Minute 74/17b)

Reported: information obtained from Herefordshire Council’s Fastershire liaison officer about the availability of faster broadband in the parishes was circulated by email to residents on 30 August, and would be included in the next Parish Pump.
80/17
Chairman’s announcements


None.

81/17
Public participation


Members of the public present supported the Council’s comments about the lighting at Dales made at the last meeting.
82/17
Clerk’s report

(a)
Received: a report from the Clerk (Minutes Annexe 82/17).
(b)
Noted: comments from Cllr Thompson concerning verges and many residents’ misconceptions that they own the verge, whereas usually it is part of the highway and residents may not erect any structure or place any obstacles on the verge. Residents would be liable for any damage to vehicles arising from placing stones or structures on the verge. It was agreed that the Clerk would talk to Balfour Beatty about suitable wording to use in a future article in the Parish Pump.  Members of the public present raised the issue of vehicles damaging ditches and hedges (which are usually owned by and the responsibility of the adjacent landowner): despite this, in practice Balfour Beatty were happy to make repairs/clearances to small lengths of ditch where damage was caused by traffic, and the Lengthsman could do this.
83/17
District Councillor’s report

(a)
Received: District Councillor Baker’s reports for August and September 2017 (Minutes Annexe 83/17).

(b)
Noted: an oral update from Cllr Baker:
· He was proposing a bye-law to prevent vehicles parking on highway verges.

· A resident had suggested a ‘blue plaque’ to commemorate AH Peppercorn, locomotive designer, born in Stoke Prior, but Herefordshire Council had declined to fund this. [Note: funding was not requested, only approval/registration of a plaque.]
· Fastershire Stage 3 work by Gigaclear would commence in Stoke Prior in November 2017.

· The travellers’ site for 5 caravans at the A44/A49 roundabout remained in the proposed Travellers Site Development Plan.

· Herefordshire Council was reviewing the Council Tax reduction scheme to make it fairer.

· Library charges were being increased for some users.
· Herefordshire was working with Staffordshire in providing ‘supported accommodation’ for 16-17 year-olds, and was  likely to further increase planned essential spending on adult social care.

· On-street pay-and display parking would be introduced in Hereford city shortly.

· The Bath Street council offices in Hereford were being proposed for redevelopment as housing.

· The Blueschool House council offices refurbishment had gone over-budget (from £950,000 to £1.2m) because of additional work required which was identified early in the works. The matter was being independently examined.

(c)
Noted, in answer to questions from councillors: Details of drainage were usually not included in planning applications because they were not planning matters but details which were handled under building regulations.  Fly-tipping appeared to be increasing, possibly because of increases in commercial waste disposal charges.
84/17
Planning committee and planning applications

(a)
Received: Minutes of the Planning Committee held on 1 August 2017 and (unapproved) 21 August 2017.

(b)
Noted: updates concerning current planning applications:


171885: The Cottage – proposed extension: the application was granted on 14 September 2017.


172432/L: Damson Cottage – proposed greenhouse: it was determined on 19 September 2017 that planning permission was not required.


173322/PA7: [Land east of Risbury] – proposed farm track (permitted agricultural development): circulated for information and public notices posted on 16 September 2017.


173067/XA2: Risbury Chapel – approval of details reserved by condition [habitat enhancement and landscape improvement schemes]: application circulated for information and public notices posted on 20 September 2017.

Proposed farm tracks at Risbury Court Farm: Cllr Richard Thomas had notified the Clerk of a forthcoming notification of permitted agricultural development.
(c)
Application 172943: [Land opposite[ Old Hall Farm, Stoke Prior – Variation of condition no.2 [alterations to Plot 8 house and garage] for permission 163560 (8 dwellings with outbuildings)
(i)
Received: the application (circulated 26 August 2017).

(ii)
Noted: an explanation of the changes from the applicant, and comments supporting the changes submitted by Cllr Hubbard.

(iii)
Noted: the concerns of residents in the adjacent property concerning changes to the size and roof-height of the garages on Plot 8.
(iv)
Resolved: to submit the following comments to Herefordshire Council: There are no objections to the proposed alterations to the house at Plot 8, but the Council has concerns  arising from comments from residents at the neighbouring property, The Hollies and Annexe, about the increase and size and especially height of the garage. Although the applicant informed the Council that the new garage design will be no higher, this is manifestly not correct from the plans which show an increase in the height of the roofline from about 4.1m to 5.1m. Given the proximity of the garage on Plot 8 to the neighbouring property, and it being on the highest part of the development site, this will increase the visual impact of the garage on the neighbouring property. The Council understands that the applicant had previously agreed the location/height of the garages on plots 7 and 8 with the residents at The Hollies and Annexe.
(d)
Application 173103: Great Marston Farm, Risbury – proposed agricultural muck store
(i)
Received: the application (circulated 7 September 2017).

(ii)
Noted: comments concerning the application from Cllr Hubbard. No other comments had been received.
(iii)
No members of the public were present for the item.

(iv)
Resolved: to submit the following comments to Herefordshire Council: The Council has no objections and so supports the application.
85/17
General Financial Matters

(a)
Received: a report from the RFO (Minutes Annexe 85/17).

(b)
Resolved: to authorise payments as detailed in the RFO’s report section 3.

86/17
Draft budget 2018-19

(a)
Received: the forecast 3-year summary of income and expenditure showing the outline budget for 2018-19 (Minutes Annexe 86/17).

Noted: no significant amendments to the outline budget were anticipated, with the possible exception of currently unknown costs for compliance with new data protection legislation, although general reserves should be sufficient for this if they were one-off costs.
(b)
Noted: The Finance Working Group would meet on 26 September to consider a detailed proposed budget for 2018-19, which would be presented for approval to Council on 15 November 2017.
87/17
Public Rights of Way

(a)
Received: a report from the Clerk and Footpaths Officer on progress with a survey of all PROWs and work on dealing with problems, defects and proposed improvements (Minutes Annexe 87/17a).

(b)
Noted: comments from Cllr Rowlatt commending the report and recommending metal kissing gates as being superior to wooden ones.

(c)
Noted: the Herefordshire Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2017-27 had been published for consultation and notice of this had been circulated to councillors.

(d)
Anomalies in Normans Lane and Grovefields Lane

Received: a report from the Clerk and Footpaths Officer on PROW anomalies (Minutes Annexe 87/17d), specifically on Normans Lane (not a bridleway, but with SP12, SP10 and SP8 joining it) and the lane leading to Grovefields and adjacent field (not a footpath, but with SP2 and SP4 joining it).

Noted: the lanes had been used by local people as foot/horse rights-of-way for many years, but were not included on the Definitive Map; additions to the Definitive Map would be closed on 1 January 2026 under the Countryside Rights of Way Act 2000. Ensuring a right-of-way as a bridleway or footpath was not linked to the issue of rights of vehicle usage, which were separately established by landowner permission or through custom.  The alternative strategy of seeking to have the lanes adopted as a highway (for all traffic) would require numerous local agreements and also possibly making the lanes up to highway standard Herefordshire Council adopted them.

Resolved: that subject to checking that costs of such an application are borne by Herefordshire Council, the Council prepare an application for Definitive Map Modification Orders (DMMO) (i) to designate as a bridleway Normans Lane from the C1110 to Normans Farm; and (ii) to designate as a footpath the lane leading up to Grovefields as far as SP2 and the route from that lane to the end of SP4 adjacent to The Old Rectory.
88/17
Consultations

(a)
Herefordshire Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2017-27

Resolved: to respond to the consultation by welcoming the Plan, and calling for the provision of resources to deal with DMMOs.
(b)
Minerals and Waste Local Plan 

Agreed: not to respond to the consultation.

89/17
Matters for information and future business
(a)
Noted: circulars sent to the Council, and circulated to councillors by email: 

(i) 
Welsh Water work north of Hereford starting Sep 2017 (circulated 24/07/17)

(ii)
Tour of Britain in Herefordshire 10 Sep (circulated 01/08/17)

(iii)
Rural Hub Newsletter Aug 2017 (circulated 01/08/17)

(iv)
Healthwatch summer news (circulated 01/08/17)

(v)
HALC Northern Area Meeting 14 August (circulated 04/08/17)

(vi)
Heathwatch public event 5 Sep (circulated 19/08/17)

(vii)
Neighbourhood Watch Newsletter Aug 2017 (circulated 19/08/17)

(viii)
Herefordshire Council vacancy (circulated 25/08/17

(ix)
Deloitte Cycle Ride, Herefordshire stage 11 Sep (circulated 25/08/17)

(x)
Minerals and Waste Local Plan consultation (circulated 25/08/17)

(xi)
HALC Information Corner (circulated 25/08/17)

(xii)
NALC legal briefing L04-17: reform of data protection legislation (circulated 25/08/17)

(xiii)
LANC legal briefing <05-17: General data protection legislation (circulated 25/08/17)

(xiv)
Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2017-27 (circulated 30/08/17)

(xv)
Rural Hub Newsletter Sep 2017 (circulated 30/08/17)

(xvi)
Herefordshire CGG community and GP services consultation events (circulated 09/09/17)

(xvii)
Bodenham Neighbourhood Development Plan draft and meeting (circulated 09/09/17)

(xviii)
Challenge Fund resurfacing works to A4103 (circulated 09/09/17)

(xix)
Response from Highways England re A49 strategy (circulated 09/09/17)

(xx)
Invitation from North Herefordshire Conservative Association to networking events (09/09/17)

(xxi)
Boundary Commission reminder re review of parliamentary constituency boundaries (18/09/17)

(xxii)
Herefordshire CPRE annual conference and AGM papers, 13 October (circulated 18/09/17).

ub

90/17
Dates of future meetings

(a)
Noted: the next meeting would be on Wednesday 15 November 2017 at 7.30pm in Risbury Village Hall.

(b)
Noted: dates for further meetings in 2017-18: 17 January 2018, 21 March 2018 all at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 9.20 pm.
Signed (Chairman) ..........................................
Date ...................................

H





H








PAGE  
HF&SP minutes 20/09/17 
Volume IX page 20

