Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior 

Group Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Group Parish Council held on 
Wednesday 20 July 2016 at 7.30pm in Stoke Prior Village Hall 

Present:
Cllr Alan Bathurst
Cllr Kenneth Bemand



Cllr Hugh Fowler-Wright
Cllr Mike Hubbard



Cllr William Jackson (Chairman)
Cllr Janette Rowlatt 



Cllr Gill Stovold
Cllr Richard Thomas  (from Minute 83/16)



Cllr Rodney Thompson
Cllr Zoe White




Cllr Stephanie Wilson

With:
District Cllr Bruce Baker (from Minute 87/16 to Minute 88/16).
Officer in attendance:
Mr Philip Brown (Clerk)
77/16
Apologies for absence

No apologies for absence were received.

78/16
Declaration of interests and dispensations

(a)
No declarations of interest were made.

(b)
No applications for dispensation under Standing Order 25 were receivd.

79/16
Minutes of the last meeting

Resolved: to approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 18 May 2016.

80/16
Matters for report arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.


Affordable Housing sale (Minute 69/16c)

Reported: the Housing Development Officer had confirmed with the Clerk that the correct procedures had been applied to the valuing and marketing of No.2 The Stables in Risbury, and the difference in valuations from No.1 in 2015 was because of market conditions. A summary of the procedure for selling affordable housing with a s.106 agreement had been circulated to councillors by the Clerk.

81/16
Chairman’s announcements


None. 

82/16
Public participation


No members of the public were present.

83/16
Clerk’s report

(a)
Received: a report from the Clerk on: NDP Referendum 28 July; provision of private minibus service to replace the 427 bus; Lengthsman work; Highways maintenance, defects and road safety; Sandbags; Provision of public access defibrillators and CPR course; circulation of revised Financial Regulations and Standing Orders; establishment of Association of Local Council Clerks (Minutes Annexe 83/16).

(b)
Noted: an oral report from the Clerk from the meeting of the HALC Northern Area Meeting on 19 July 2016, including that the Council was invited to nominate a councillor to the HALC Executive.

84/16
Planning committee and planning applications

(a)
Received: Minutes (unapproved) of the Planning Committee held on 25 May 2016.

(b)
Application 161734: Barn on lane adjacent to Butt Oak Farm, Risbury – Prior notification for a proposed change of use of an agricultural building to a dwellinghouse (use class C3) and for associated operational development

Reported: The application was notified to the Council on 14 June 2016; being an application for prior approval determination for change-of-use, the Parish Council could not support or object to it, but public notices were placed so any resident could draw any specific matter to the attention of the Local Planning Authority, in accordance with a new procedure instituted by the Planning Authority.


Noted: Some residents had submitted observations about the application, including the presence of a permanent caravan on-site. No decision had yet been notified.

(c)
Application 161837: Lane at Kia Ora, Risbury – Demolish existing bungalow and construct 2 four-bedroom houses (outline)

(i)
Received: the application (circulated 10 July 2016).

(ii)
Received: a written statement from the applicant.

(iii)
Noted in discussion: the application had little detail and numerous errors and inconsistencies; the proposed two houses were too large for the frontage and placed awkwardly facing each other, and were out of scale with the surrounding properties; the need was for smaller houses and not 4-bedroom houses.
(iv)
Resolved: to submit the following comments to Herefordshire Council: 

The Council recommends refusal of the application, because it does not meet the criteria or objectives in Policy HFSP5 (New Homes in Risbury) of the Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior proposed Neighbourhood Development Plan, which is at an advanced stage and therefore has significant weight in determining planning applications. In particular, the application – for two 4-bedroom houses on a relatively narrow frontage – is out of scale with the general density and massing of surrounding properties (contrary to HFSP5(b)), and does not contribute to meeting the need for smaller properties set out in HFSP5(g) and explained in paragraph 10.2.8 as being for homes of 1 to 3 bedrooms. The Council noted that the plot may have scope for two smaller dwellings, but the indicative layout of the two houses, facing each other awkwardly on the narrow plot, illustrated that two detached homes of the size proposed did not fit well into the frontage.
(d)
Application 161876: Land adjoining Croft Gate, Stoke Prior – Outline application for 4 dwellings (including access and landscaping)

(i)
Received: the application (circulated 10 July 2016).

(ii)
Received: a written statement from the applicant’s agent with revised block plan and proposal to mitigate the loss of orchard trees.
(iii)
Noted in discussion: most queries from councillors had been answered by the applicants’ agent at the Planning Committee on 25 May 2016; the gap between the proposed development and Croft Gate should be protected from future development under NDP HFSP4(f); there were unanswered queries about how the existing farm would be accessed; a suggestion from the Footpaths Officer that the blocked footpath through The Dingle could be diverted through Croft Gate was considered not feasible as it would emerge onto a busy road; there was a need for a passing place nearby which could be raised as a separate issue with Highways.
(iv)
Resolved: to submit the following comments to Herefordshire Council:


The Council supports the application and recommends approval, as it meets the objectives and criteria for Policy HFSP4 (New Homes in Stoke Prior) in the proposed Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior Neighbourhood Development Plan, which is at an advanced stage and therefore has significant weight in determining planning applications. The site is within the proposed Settlement Boundary for Stoke Prior, and proposes four houses on the site which was judged to be capable of accommodating this number in Appendix G to the Plan. The proposal meets the criteria set out in HFSP4(a) to (f), mitigating the loss of hedgerows (HFSP4(c)) required for access with proposed re-planting. The Council noted that this outline application does not specify the types or sizes of houses proposed, and that for future detailed applications, in accordance with HFSP4(g), there should be a mixture of types, with an emphasis on family accommodation for young people and smaller properties for older people, there being a particular shortage of smaller homes (1-3 bedrooms), as noted in paragraph 9.2.8 of the Neighbourhood Plan.

(e)
Application: Land at Grosvenor Bank Farm, Poplands Lane, Risbury – revised application for new dwelling (replacing application 143368)

Reported: this expected application had not yet been notified to the Parish Council.

(f)
Land opposite Old Hall, Stoke Prior

Noted: No application had been notified to the Parish Council. The Clerk agreed to contact Border Oak to enquire about progress.
85/16
Neighbourhood Development Plan


Noted: the Clerk’s Report section 1, concerning approval of the Referendum date of 28 July, arrangements for this, and the distribution of copies of the final Plan to all households.

86/16
General Financial Matters

(a)
Receiver: a report from the RFO (Minutes Annexe 86/16).

(b)
Resolved: to approve the authorisation of payments as detailed in RFO report section 3.

87/16
Public Transport – introduction of minibus service to Leominster on 427 route

(a)
Noted: the Clerk’s Report section 2, about agreement between Community Wheels and Leominster Town Council to provide a private minibus service on the 427 route, underwritten by LTC with a subsidy of up to £1000 should user-contributions not cover the costs. Community Wheels had asked that this Parish Council and Bodenham Parish Council should supplement the underwriting subsidy provided by Leominster Town Council, should this be required, to guarantee the service continuing.
(b)
Noted: Thanks to the Clerk for his work on pushing forward the proposed service. Although the Council was willing to underwrite some of the costs, Community Wheels should also bear some of the risk. There should be a break clause in the contract with LTC so that the service could be reviewed every three months and so avoid subsidising large losses.

(c)
Resolved:  that in the event of the service requiring a greater subsidy than that provided by Leominster Town Council, the Parish Council would provide a further subsidy of up to £500 for the first year of the service’s operation, but with a review of the service every three months.
88/16
District Councillor’s report

(a)
Received: District Councillor Baker’s report for June and July 2016 (Minutes Annexe 88/16).

(b)
Noted: an oral update from Cllr Baker:
· Three more NDPs in Herefordshire had successfully passed referendums on 7 July.

· The Council was working to stamp out racist behaviour in the wake of the vote to leave the EU.

· The Council had decided not to have a Herefordshire-only Mental Health Day.
· The British Legion was asking for details of former services members to be in the next census.

· Cllr Baker’s proposal that, exceptionally, personal circumstances of an applicant should be taken into account in planning applications had been supported by the Council.

· Fibre-optic Broadband cables were now being laid into the parishes.
89/16
Public Access Defibrillators

(a)
Noted: the Clerk’s report (section 6.1).
(b)
Resolved: that an application be made to BHF for a grant for a PAD to be located outside Risbury Village Hall – with the Village Hall’s approval – and up to £1000 be spent as the Council’s contribution to the PAD and the costs of installation.
90/16
Correspondence

(a)
Noted: correspondence from a resident concerning the use of crops for the anaerobic digester at Bowley Court Farm. The Council was not in a position to answer the queries raised.
(b)
Noted: correspondence from a resident concerning the cutting of verges and hedgerows before 31 July and the impact of this on wildlife and plants.

91/16
Matters for information and future business
(a)
Noted: circulars sent to the Council, and circulated to councillors by email: 

(i) 
Advertisement for Deputy Police & Crime Commissioner (circulated 19/05/16).

(ii)
Information about EU Referendum and voter registration (circulated 19/05/16).

(iii)
HALC Training Courses 2016 (circulated 23/05/16).

(iv)
Proposal for limited Community Governance Review of parishes (circulated 25/05/16).

(v)
Police & Crime Commissioner Survey on Safer West Mercia plan (circulated 07/06/16).

(vi)
Hope under Dinmore Neighbourhood Development Plan consultation (circulated 07/06/16).

(vii)
Closure of Citzens Advice Bureau open-door service (circulated 08/06/16).

(viii)
Herefordshire Council funding opportunities update, June 2016 (circulated 13/06/16).

(ix)
Herefordshire Council budget consultation meeting 28 July (circulated 08/07/16).

(x)
HALC Information Corner 21 June (circulated 09/07/16).

(xi)
NALC LTN87 – Procurement (circulated 09/07/16).

(xii)
NALC Briefing Note LO-15 – Public Contract Regulations 2015 (circulated 09/07/16).

(xiii)
NALC LTN41 – Responsibilities of Councils as landowners (circulated 09/07/16).

(xiv)
NALC/SLCC agreed Salary Scales 2016-18 (circulated 09/07/16).

(xv)
HWFS guidance concerning sky lanterns (circulated 09/07/16).

(xvi)
Information re litter picking (circulated 09/07/16).

(xvii)
Police & Crime Commissioner update (circulated 09/07/16).

(xviii)
Rural Hub Newsletter July 2016 (circulated 09/07/16).

(xix)
BBLP Annual Plan and charges (circulated 09/07/16).

(xx)
Lengthsman Scheme information 2017-18 (circulated 09/07/16).

(xxi)
BBLP Parish Newsletter, July 2016 (circulated 09/07/16).

92/16
Dates of future meetings

(a)
Noted: the next meeting will be at 7.30pm on Wednesday 21 September 2016 in Stoke Prior Village Hall.

(b)
Noted: dates for further meetings in 2016-17: Wednesday 16 November 2016, Wednesday 18 January 2017, Wednesday 15 March 2017 all at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 9.35pm.
Signed (Chairman) ..........................................
Date ...................................
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