Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior
Group Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Group Parish Council held on 
Wednesday 19 July 2017 at 7.30pm in Stoke Prior Village Hall 

Present:
Cllr Alan Bathurst
Cllr Kenneth Bemand



Cllr Mike Hubbard
Cllr William Jackson (Chairman)



Cllr Gill Stovold
Cllr Janette Rowlatt



Cllr Rodney Thompson 
Cllr Richard Thomas (from Minute 68/17c)

Cllr Steph Wilson
Cllr Zoe White
With:
District Cllr Bruce Baker (to Minute 66/17)
Officer in attendance:
Mr Philip Brown (Clerk)
And:
4 members of the public.

59/17
Apologies for absence


Noted: apologies for absence from Cllr Hugh Fowler-Wright.
60/17
Declaration of interests and dispensations

(a)
No declarations of interest were made.

(b)
No applications for dispensation under Standing Order 25 were received.

61/17
Minutes of the last meeting

Resolved: to approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 17 May 2017.

62/17
Matters for report arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.

(a)
Land adjacent to highway at Marston Stannett (Minute 51/17c)


Reported: that a planning enforcement officer visited the site on 18 May and notified the resident concerned that permission would be required for the proposed changes to the parking area. A highways enforcement officer also visited, and enquiries are continuing by Herefordshire Council into whether the land concerned is part of the public highway.

63/17
Chairman’s announcements


Noted: Community Week events would be held from 24-30 July, full details in the Parish Pump.

64/17
Public participation


No matters were raised by the members of the public present.

65/17
Clerk’s report


Received: a report from the Clerk (Minutes Annexe 65/17) covering: Lengthsman work and ditches/drains; Highway defects and repairs; Public Access Defibrillator in Risbury; Road safety; Light pollution from Dales in Leominster; Broadband improvements.

66/17
District Councillor’s report

(a)
Received: District Councillor Baker’s report for June 2017 on the work of River Lugg Internal Drainage Board (Minutes Annexe 66/17).

(b)
Noted: an oral report from Cllr Baker on current matters:

· Reports of comments he made at a Fire Authority meeting had been misrepresented.

· Ward councillors would attend a Planning Seminar on 21 July.

· EU funds for local businesses were available from the Herefordshire LEADER project.

· Speed-trap cameras were operating on the A44 at Steen’s Bridge following residents’ concerns.

· Hereford had regrettably not been shortlisted for City of Culture 2021.
· The county received a ‘purple flag’ award for its night-time economy.

· Herefordshire Council’s new website had received national awards.

· Improved broadband continued to be rolled-out, covering 94% of homes soon.

· Phosphate levels in rivers were unacceptably high.

· The waste-from-energy plant generated enough electricity to power all homes in Hereford City.

· The new Ledbury swimming pool had opened.

· Following inspections, no housing in the county was at fire-risk from external cladding.

· The sale of 45 smallholdings on expiry of current leases would contribute to council savings.

· Jesse Norman MP had been appointed as Roads Minister.

· Children and Adult Social Care was running a 2.5% deficit, with huge cost pressures.

· The Council was finding recruitment of staff difficult, with resulting pressures especially in planning.

· Research was underway into proposals to bring Fire Authorities under the Police & Crime Commissioner.

(c)
In answer to questions from councillors, Cllr Baker confirmed: households could pay for a new private ‘Brown Bin’ service for green waste, but green recycling facilities would continue at the tips; responsibility for removing debris blocking the River Lugg downstream of the A44 rested with the Environment Agency, to whom such problems should be reported.
67/17
Amendment to Standing Order 32 (Planning Applications)


Received: the amendment to Standing Orders (addition of section 32h – Other types of application) (Minutes Annexe 67/17) proposed and seconded on 17 May 2017.

Resolved: to adopt the amendment.
68/17
Planning committee and planning applications

(a)
Received: Minutes (unapproved) of the Planning Committee held on 31 May 2017.
(b)
Reported: Application 171177 (Gob’s Castle) was notified as withdrawn on 3 July 2017; Application 171576 (Ashcroft) was granted with standard conditions on 4 July 2017; Application 171769EN (Land opposite Old Hall) – Herefordshire Council notified having no objection on 23 June 2017.

(c)
Application 171800: Methodist Church, Risbury – conversion of church into 2-bedroom residential dwelling
(i)
Received: the application (circulated 21 June 2017).

(ii)
Noted: in response to a query from Cllr Wilson, the Clerk contacted the Planning Officer concerning the absence of information about car-parking/access and sewage disposal. The Planning Officer had confirmed that satisfactory details about these matters were a requirement for granting planning permission. Amended plans had been provided showing proposed locations for the package treatment plant and car parking. Cllr Bemand queried whether a downstairs toilet was not a requirement.
(iii)
Noted: in answer to questions, the applicant confirmed that he was in discussion with a neighbouring landowner about running the outlet from the PTP on their land, but a cesspit requiring regular emptying was a last resort. The proposed location of the proposed parking for two cars had been submitted, but there had been no discussion yet with Highways about the acceptability of access onto the road. Enquiries would be made whether a downstairs toilet was a requirement for a conversion.
(iv)
Resolved, following discussion: to submit the following comments to Herefordshire Council:

The Council notes that the conversion of the building is one of the properties included on the list of potential new dwellings within the settlement boundary of Risbury in the Neighbourhood Development Plan (see section 8.2.4 and Appendix G), and welcomes the proposal for the re-use of this historic building. The Council also considers that the proposed alterations and conversion of the church are sensitive and appropriate to the building and its surrounding area, as required by Policies HFSP5 (b) and (d) and HFSP8 of the Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

However, the Council would wish to see details of satisfactory solutions to the problem of access and off-street parking for vehicles which will meet the requirements of Policy HFSP11 (a)-(c) of the Neighbourhood Development Plan and of the Highways department, and also confirmation of detailed plans for the proposed Package Treatment Plant and its outlet. The Council also notes that the whether a downstairs toilet is required by building regulations requires clarification.

(d)
Application 171288: Land at Kia Ora, Risbury – approval of reserved matters following outline approval 162528
(i)
Received: the application (circulated 27 June 2017).

(ii)
Noted: no comments had been submitted in advance by councillors, the applicant or other members of the public.

(iii)
Noted: the views of a neighbouring resident that the proposed houses would be very high compared to their own property and would be inadequately screened.
(iv)
Resolved, following discussion: to submit the following comments to Herefordshire Council:

The Council objects to the application and recommends refusal. Firstly, the application effectively returns to the previously-refused proposal for two 4-bedroom properties, given the inclusion of a ‘loft’ area of two rooms with permanent staircase access, which were not shown in the drawings submitted for outline approval of 3-bedroom dwellings (162528).  The Council previously objected to the proposal for two 4-bedroom properties on this small site (161837) on the grounds that these would be out of scale with the general massing and density of surrounding properties and would not meet the need for smaller properties set out in the Neighbourhood Development Plan. Secondly, the standard ‘town house’ design is out of keeping with the rural character of the village, contrary to Policy HFSP8 of the Neighbourhood Development Plan. Thirdly, the proposed height of the buildings on this small plot which is on an elevated site will not be in scale with neighbouring properties, contrary to Policy HFSP5(b) of the Neighbourhood Development Plan. Fourthly, no information has been provided concerning the proposed disposal of foul water, such as the location of a Package Treatment Plant and outflows, or details of the proposed soakaways indicated in application 162528. The Council notes that the proposed shared access to the two properties will reduce the removal of hedgerows to a minimum.
69/17
General Financial Matters

(a)
Received: a report from the RFO (Minutes Annexe 69/17).

(b)
Resolved: to approve: the authorisation of payments (see RFO report section 3).

70/17
The Lamb Inn

Noted: an oral report from the Chairman, that an erroneous report had been published in Herefordshire CAMRA’s Hopvine magazine that The Lamb had closed, and it had been suggested that this information came from the Parish Council. The Clerk and Chairman had written to the owner of The Lamb assuring him that this was not the case, and that CAMRA was entirely responsible for the error.
71/17
Road safety signage


Noted: an outline proposal from the Chairman for the purchase and placing of signs on roads entering the group parish, warning of road hazards and asking drivers to drive slowly, and also including neighbourhood watch signage to deter crime. If ordered and installed by the Parish Council, with Highways permission, the total cost might be up to £1000.

Agreed: to canvass the opinions of local residents over the summer about styles, content and location of signs, through a leaflet with some mocked-up signs.

72/17
A49: Highways England regional route strategy


Received: a letter from CPRE and their response to Highways England’s strategic proposals for the development of the A49 as a major road route (Minutes Annexe 72/17).

Noted in discussion: agreement with the views of CPRE that major upgrading of the A49 to a strategic route was completely inappropriate, unnecessary, and would seriously damage the county’s character.


Agreed: that the Clerk should write to Highways England supporting CPRE’s views.

73/17
Lighting at Dales, Leominster Enterprise Park

(a)
Received: a letter from CPRE concerning lighting at the site (Minutes Annexe 73/17).

(b)
Reported: eight local households had complained to the Clerk about the lighting at Dale’s new unit on the Leominster Industrial Estate. Following a further meeting, CPRE had indicated that Dales considered that there was justification for the lighting and would not alter it, and as they were not in breach of any planning condition, CPRE could not take the matter further.
(c)
Agreed: that the Clerk should write to Dales supporting CPRE and residents’ complaints, and asking about measures to mitigate the light-spillage such as hoods or re-angling of the lighting; also that the Clerk should write to the Planning Officer asking that conditions be placed on applications to reduce light pollution.
74/17
Matters for information and future business

(a)
Noted: circulars sent to the Council, and circulated to councillors by email: 

(i) 
Healthwatch Herefordshire ebulletin (circulated 18/05/17);

(ii)
Velo Birmingham cycle event 24 September (circulated 22/05/17);

(iii)
Public Space Protection Order (dog control) consultation (circulated 25/05/17);

(iv)
Community Connect Fund (circulated 25/05/17);

(v)
Marches Growth Hub events 2017 (circulated 25/05/17);

(vi)
Rural Hub Newsletter June 2017 (circulated 05/06/17);

(vii)
HALC training schedule June-July 2017 (circulated 05/06/17);

(viii)
Broadband update 19 June (circulated 05/06/17);

(ix)
Rural Sites Housing Allocation options (circulated 12/06/17);

(x)
Small charity week funding drop-in event 20 June (circulated 14/06/17);

(xi)
HALC Information Corner 12 June (circulated 14/06/17);

(xii)
NALC Legal Topic Note80 – Code of Conduct (circulated 14/06/17);

(xiii)
NALC Legal Topic Note 25 - Contracts (circulated 14/06/17);

(xiv)
NALC Legal Topic Note 68 – Negligence (circulated 14/06/17);

(xv)
Good Councillors Guide 2017 (circulated 14/06/17);

(xvi)
Groundwork Community Awards 2017 (circulated 21/06/17);

(xvii)
Herefordshire Council budget priorities meeting 4 July (circulated 21/06/17);

(xviii)
Armed Forces Day 2017 (circulated 21/06/17);

(xix)
Ward councillors planning workshop (circulated 21/06/17);

(xx)
CPRE AGM and Conference 13 October (circulated 27/06/17);

(xxi)
Wye Valley NHS Trust parking charges (circulated 27/06/17);

(xxii)
Rural Hub Newsletter July 2017 (circulated 30/06/17);

(xxiii)
Fly-tipping briefing (circulated 11/07/17);

(xxiv)
EU Leader funding for businesses (circulated 11/07/17).

ub

(b)
Noted: following the Clerk’s report on Broadband, that despite the new cabinets and cable, and contrary to information on the Fastershire website, some properties were told by BT that they could not get this, and others were on an indefinite wait for a second phase of improvements.
75/17
Dates of future meetings

(a)
Noted: the next meeting will be on Wednesday 20 September 2017 17 7.30pm in Stoke Prior Village Hall.

(b)
Noted: dates for further meetings in 2017-18: Wednesday 15 November 2017, 17 January 2018, 21 March 2018 all at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 9.20 pm.
Signed (Chairman) ..........................................
Date ...................................
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