Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior 

Group Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Group Parish Council held on 
Wednesday 18 May 2016 at 7.30pm in Stoke Prior Village Hall 

Present:
Cllr Alan Bathurst
Cllr Kenneth Bemand



Cllr Hugh Fowler-Wright
Cllr Mike Hubbard



Cllr William Jackson (Chairman)
Cllr Janette Rowlatt 



Cllr Gill Stovold
Cllr Rodney Thompson


Cllr Zoe White
Cllr Stephanie Wilson

With:
District Cllr Bruce Baker (to Minute 68/16).
Officer in attendance:
Mr Philip Brown (Clerk)
First business

51/16
Election of Chairman  (The past-Chairman, Cllr William Jackson presided for this item.)

(a)
Resolved: to elect Cllr William Jackson as Chairman for the period until the next Annual Meeting.

(b)
Received: the elected Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office (Minutes Annexe 51/16).
52/16
Election of vice-chairman


Resolved: to elect Cllr Hugh Fowler-Wright as Vice-Chairman for the period until the next Annual Meeting.

53/16
Apologies for absence


No apologies for absence were received.

54/16
Declaration of interests and dispensations

(a)
No declarations of interest were made.

(b)
No applications for dispensations under Standing Order 25 were received.
55/16
Minutes of the last meeting

(a)
Resolved: to approve the minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 1 April 2016.
(b)
Minute 49/16: Consultation on Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Scheme

Reported: District Cllr Baker had attended a seminar on the CIL scheme and understood that all developments of more than one dwelling in this area would attract CIL of £50 per square metre.
56/16
Chairman’s Announcements


Noted: the Chairman had met with the local police inspector, and a new property-marking system would soon be available. The mobile police station would be in the parishes during Community Week.
57/16
Public participation


No members of the public were present.

Annual business – previous year

58/16
Annual reports 2015-16

(a)
Chairman’s Report

Noted: a report from the past-Chairman had been given to the Annual Parish Meeting on 5 April 2016. The Chairman added his thanks to all the members of the Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Committee for their work over the past three years, which had recently been completed with the recommendation from the Examiner that the Plan should go to referendum.
(b)
Clerk’s Report

Received: a report from the Clerk (Minutes Annexe 58/16b) on 2015-16 covering: Council elections, meetings and attendance; Review of Council procedures and policies; Clerk’s work; Website and communication with residents’ Neighbourhood Development Plan; Planning Applications; Flooding and Community Resilience Planning; Lengthsman Scheme; Highways and rights-of-way; Public transport to Leominster.

(c)
Village Hall Committee representatives

Noted: an oral report from Cllr Mike Hubbard, representative on Stoke Prior Village Hall Committee and Chairman of that committee, given to the Annual Parish Meeting on 5 April 2016.


Noted: an oral report from Cllr Stephanie Wilson, member of Humber Parish Room (Risbury Village Hall) Committee, given to the Annual Parish Meeting on 5 April 2016  Cllr Wilson added that the Hall had recently succeeded in obtaining a Lottery grant of £9800 for wall insulation, external re-cladding and double-glazing.

(d)
Footpaths Officer

Noted: a report from the Footpaths Officer given to the Annual Parish Meeting on 5 April 2016.

59/16
Statement of Accounts and Annual Return for 2015-16

(a)
Received: a report from the Responsible Financial Officer (Minutes Annexe 59/16a, Sections 1-4).

(b)
Resolved: to approve the Statement of Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2016 (Minutes Annexe 59/16b).

(c)
Resolved: to approve the Bank Reconciliation Statement for the year ended 31 March 2016 (Minutes Annexe 59/16c).
(d)
Received: the Annual Internal Audit Report and checklist (Minutes Annexe 59/16d).

(e)
Resolved: to approve the Annual Governance Statement for the year ended 31 March 2016 for submission to the external auditors (Minutes Annexe 59/16e).
(f)
Resolved: to approve the Accounting Statement for the year ended 31 March 2016 to be submitted to the external auditors Minutes Annexe 59/16f). 



Noted: guidance to Local Councils required the valuation of assets for the Accounting Statement to be at purchase price.
Annual business – review of current regulations and policies

60/16
Review of Standing Orders

(a)
Reported: the Standing Orders (2013) had been kept under review and amendments adopted in March 2014 and March 2015. Standing Order 32(g) concerning the Planning Committee acting as a forum for future planning applications should be reviewed, as currently this prevented any comments or information being given to potential applicants. 
(b)
Agreed: the Clerk should re-send a copy of the current Standing Orders to all councillors, and prepare a paper on proposed changes to Standing Order 32(g) for the next Council meeting. 

61/16
Review of Financial Regulations


Resolved: to approve amendments to the Financial Regulations in line with changes to revised NALC Model Regulations (Minutes Annexe 61/16).
62/16
Review of Council procedures and policies


Received: a report from the Clerk (see Minutes Annexe 58/16b section 2).

Annual business – forthcoming year

63/16
Review of assets, risk assessment and insurance

(a)
Received: the list of fixed assets (see Minutes Annexe 59/16b).
(b)
Resolved: to approve an updated Risk Assessment and Management document (Minutes Annexe 63/16b).
(c)
Received: the RFO’s report and recommendations on Insurance provision (Minutes Annexe 59/16a section 6).


Resolved: to renew insurance cover through Aon Ltd from 1 June 2016 at the proposed premium.

64/16
Committees and membership 2016-17

(a)
Planning Committee


Resolved: to appoint to the Planning Committee for the period to the next Annual Meeting of the Council, with the remit of determining the Council’s comments on planning applications under Standing Order 32: the Chairman and vice-Chairman ex-officio, Cllr Mike Hubbard, Cllr Rodney Thompson, Cllr Kenneth Bemand, and Cllr Gill Stovold.

 (b)
Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Committee

Resolved: to dissolve the Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Committee, in accordance with that committee’s report that its task was complete in producing the Neighbourhood Plan and steering this through to the referendum stage. The Council thanked former committee members for their work.
(c)
Community Week Committee

Resolved: to appoint to the Community Week Committee for the period to the next Annual Meeting of the Council, with the remit of organising Community Week: the Chairman and vice-Chairman ex-officio, Cllr Steph Wilson, Mrs Pym Paxton, Mrs Louise Norman, Mrs Molly Firth, Mrs Mary Marsden, Mrs Leila Jackson, Mrs Jo and Mr John Gaynor, and any other member of the community wishing to attend. 
(d)
Finance Working Group

Resolved: to appoint to the standing Finance Working Group for the period to the next Annual Meeting of the Council: the Responsible Financial Officer, Cllr Alan Bathurst and Cllr Mike Hubbard, with the remit of advising the Council on (i) the draft budget for the following year, and (ii) the annual review of internal control procedures as required by audit regulations.

65/16
Membership of other bodies and representatives 2016-17

(a)
Resolved: to continue the Council’s membership of HALC, CPRE and Parish Online.

(b)
Resolved: to appoint Cllr Stephanie Wilson and Cllr Michael Hubbard as representatives to Risbury Village Hall Committee and Stoke Prior Village Hall Committee respectively.

(c)
Resolved: to appoint Cllr William Jackson as Police Liaison Officer.

(d)
Agreed: to suspend the position of Humber Close Liaison Officer.

(e)
Resolved: to appoint Richard Brown to serve as Footpaths Officer, with support from Jenny Ellerton, Jane Hinton and Philip Brown.

66/16
Dates of meetings for 2016-17


Noted: the following dates had been agreed for meetings:


Wednesday 20 July 2016, Wednesday 21 September 2016, Wednesday 16 November 2016, Wednesday 18 January 2017, Wednesday 15 March 2017 all at 7.30pm.

Ordinary business

67/16
Clerk’s Report


Noted: there were no current matters for report not covered elsewhere on the agenda.

68/16
District Councillor’s report

(a)
Received: reports from Cllr Baker for April and May 2016 (Minutes Annexe 68/16).
(b)
Received: an oral update from Cllr Baker:

(i)
John Campion had been elected as Police and Crime Commissioner for West Mercia; an email had been circulated about the positions of Deputy and community ambassadors. In answer to a question Cllr Baker said that candidates had to meet their own publicity costs, which limited how much they could communicate with voters in advance of the election.
(ii)
The Southern Link Road between the A49 and A465 south of Hereford would be discussed at a Planning Committee on 6 June.

(iii)
Completion of the Fastershire programme for super-fast broadband would now be the end 2017.

(iv)
Cllr Baker congratulated the Parish Council on being the first in the Ward to reach the referendum stage of a Neighbourhood Plan. The Leominster Plan had not been permitted to go to independent examination because it was not compliant with local and national policy.
(v)
Herefordshire was required to meet its rolling 5-year land supply for new housing, which was about 4125 new homes in each 5-year period.
(vi)
Following planning application 160643 at The Field Stud Farm, Poplands Lane (see minute 46/16), Cllr Baker had prepared a motion for Herefordshire Council to lobby government for a change in planning legislation to permit personal circumstances of disability and special needs to be considered in planning policies.

69/16
Planning Matters 

(a)
Reported: Application 160643 for a new dwelling at The Field Stud Farm, Poplands Lane, had been withdrawn following the Council meeting on 1 April. A revised proposal was to be presented to the Council’s Planning Committee on 25 May 2016.
(b)
Reported: Application 160817 for a new dwelling west of Risbury Cross had been refused by the Planning Officer because it was outside of the proposed settlement boundary. He had earlier been minded to approve it, despite this being in contravention of the proposed Neighbourhood Development Plan and its status, apparently ignoring the submitted comments of the Council which had not been posted on the website. 

(c)
Noted: No.2 The Stables in Risbury was on the market as an affordable property at a fixed discounted price of £135,000, available to local people who qualified under local authority rules for affordable housing. A question had been raised as to how the valuation of No.2 was significantly different from No.1 which had been sold several months earlier, and the Clerk agreed to ask Herefordshire Council’s housing department about this, and to check the procedures for selling these properties.
70/16
Neighbourhood Development Plan 

(a)
Received: the final report of the independent Examiner on the proposed Plan (Minutes Annexe 69/16).

(b)
Received: the minutes of the final NDP Steering Committee held on Monday 16 May 2016.


Resolved: to approve the minutes on behalf of the Committee.

(c)
Noted: that the Steering Committee had considered all the recommended modifications to the Plan and agreed to submit a revised Plan incorporating these. The Committee had suggested that it would be appropriate the hold the referendum in Community Week, and the NP Team and Electoral Services department of Herefordshire Council had agreed to the date of Thursday 28 July 2016.
(d)
Agreed: the date of Thursday 28 July 2016 was highly appropriate for the referendum, and the Community Week Committee should be asked to consider adjusting the timetable of events so that both Village Halls could be available as the normal polling stations.  Printed copies of the final Plan would be organised by the Clerk with the assistance of former members of the Steering Committee, for distribution by volunteers to households approximately two weeks before the referendum.

71/16
Community Week Committee


Reported: meetings of the Committee had been on 19 April and 12 May 2016; the next meeting would be on 16 June 2016. A slightly different programme of events was planned, including an evening barn dance on the Saturday instead of the afternoon games and fete. 
72/16
General Financial Matters

(a)
Resolved: to approve the authorisation of payments as in RFO Report section 8 (see Minutes Annexe 59/16a).

(b)
Resolved: to appoint Cllr Alan Bathurst as a signatory for the Lloyds current account;

73/16
Lengthsman contract 2016-17

(a)
Reported: That 2016-17 would be the last year of full funding for the Lengthsman Scheme, with £2376 core funding plus £500 matched funding for minor highways maintenance; and £1800 funding for footpaths and bridleways. 

(b)
Resolved: to approve the re-appointment for 2016-17of DC Gardening Services as the main Lengthsman contractor and Brian Williams for any verge-cutting work, and to authorise the Clerk to sign contracts.

(c)
Resolved: to authorise the Chairman and Clerk to sign the 2016-17 contract for Parish Lengthsman and Parish Paths Partnership with Herefordshire Council.

74/16
Highways and rights-of-way

(a)
Reported: the Clerk would be meeting the Locality Steward and Lengthsman on 23 May to inspect ditch and drain problems in the Risbury area. The Clerk had also recently inspected footpaths around Risbury and added observed problems to a list of PROW defects to be tackled during 2016-17 by the Lengthsman, the Footpaths Officer or landowners. The Clerk hoped to bring all rights of way up to full access in the coming year as delegated funds were still available for this in 2016-17.
(b)
Noted: the dangerous bend on the C1110 between Sunnybank Farm and The Witsets required  warning signs; this would be raised with the Locality Steward by the Clerk.
75/16
Public Transport to Leominster

(a)
Noted: the Clerk’s Report section 10 (see Minutes Annexe 58/16b). 

(b)
Reported: the Clerk had been in further discussions with the Leominster Town Clerk about the very high quotation for the cost of a replacement 427 minibus service from Community Wheels, which would entail a total subsidy of over £5000; currently there was no proposed alternative.

76/16
Matters for information and future business

(a)
Noted: circulars sent to the Council: 

(i)
Rural Hub newsletter April 2016 (circulated 01/04/16).

(ii)
Email alerts about planning applications (circulated 01/04/16).

(iii)
Emails with Welsh Water about closure of Bowley Lane (circulated 04/04/16).

(iv)
Custom and self-build register information (circulated 06/04/16).

(v)
Herefordshire Council funding update April 2016 (circulated 13/04/16).

(vi)
WW1 centenary; the home front - open day 7 May (circulated 22/04/16).

(vii)
Herefordshire CPRE newsletter Spring 2016 (circulated 01/05/16)

(viii)
Herefordshire Neighbourhood Planning Newsletter 13 (circulated 01/05/16).

(ix)
Rural Hub newsletter May 2016 (circulated 01/05/16).

(x)
Herefordshire Council funding update May 2016 (circulated 08/05/16).

(xi)
Herefordshire Council Parish Council seminars (circulated 08/05/16).

(xii)
Balfour Beatty Parish Council newsletter May 2016 (circulated 08/05/16).

(xiii)
HALC Information Corner 5 May 2016 (circulated 08/05/16).

  .

(b)
Noted: an invitation had been received to dedicate green space in the parish as a Centenary Field commemorating those who died in the First World War. As the Council owned no land, it could not take this forward.
The meeting closed at 9.58pm.
Signed (Chairman) ..........................................
Date ...................................
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