Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior
Group Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Group Parish Council held on 
Wednesday 18 January 2017 at 7.30pm in Risbury Village Hall 

Present:
Cllr Alan Bathurst
Cllr Kenneth Bemand



Cllr Hugh Fowler-Wright
Cllr Mike Hubbard



Cllr William Jackson (Chairman)
Cllr Gill Stovold



Cllr Rodney Thompson
Cllr Steph Wilson (from Minute 04/17)




Cllr Zoe White (from Minute 04/17)
With:
District Cllr Bruce Baker (to Minute 07/17)
Officer in attendance:
Mr Philip Brown (Clerk)
01/17
Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Janette Rowlatt and Cllr Richard Thomas. 
02/17
Declaration of interests and dispensations

(a)
No declarations of interest were made.

(b)
No applications for dispensation under Standing Order 25 were received.

03/17
Minutes of the last meeting

Resolved: to approve the minutes of the Meeting held on 16 November 2016.

04/17
Matters for report arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.


Consultation on referendum principles for local council precept increases (Minutes 125/16 & 11/16)

Reported: Bill Wiggin MP had now acknowledged the letter from the Council. The Local Government Minister announced to Parliament on 15 December that referendum principles would not be introduced for any local councils in 2017-18 but said “we will defer our proposals this year, while keeping the level of precepts set by town and parish councils under close review.”

05/17
Chairman’s announcements


None.

06/17
Clerk’s report

(a)
Received: a report from the Clerk covering: Lengthsman work and ditches/drains; Public Access Defibrillators and Training; 427 Club minibus service to Leominster; Re-location of Stoke Prior noticeboard; Road safety - pedestrian footway/footpath from Humber Close & Fairmile turning (Minutes Annexe 06/17).
(b)
Noted: Cllr Bathurst would check with Mr Windmill about re-locating the noticeboard to The Lamb.

(c)
Noted: The Clerk would chase up a response from the landowner concerning permission to replace a short section of hedging with a fence on the A44 opposite Fairmile, and look into the costs of this.
07/17
District Councillor’s report

(a)
Received: District Councillor Baker’s reports for December 2016 and January 2017 (Minutes Annexe 07/17).

(b)
Noted: an oral update from Cllr Baker:
· The section 106 agreement for the land opposite Old Hall appeared to relate to the original planning application and therefore was not ‘live’. The Clerk would look into this, as the developer believed that the funds had already been paid over. There had been no consultation with the Parish Council over the terms of the agreement.
· James Howells had replaced Donna Tregenza as our Locality Steward.

· The date for determination of planning application 163322 at The Field Stud Farm had been extended to 1 February; Cllr Baker would ask this to go to committee if the planning officer were minded to refuse it.

· There was another challenging government funding settlement for Herefordshire: further savings of £17.5m were needed over the next three years, and by 2020 local authorities would receive no government funding, but be reliant on council tax (which was capped) and business rates (which were limited in counties like Herefordshire).

· Herefordshire had accepted 30 refugees in 2016 and would take another 30 in March.

· Free public wif-fi was now available in Hereford city centre. 

· Hereford City link road would open in October 2017, with a transport hub at the rail station.
· The funding reported as cancelled for the Hereford by-pass was funding for a consultation, and not for the road itself, so this would only delay the project.

08/17
Public participation

(a)
PCSO Steph Annette attended for this item and reported that there had been an attempted domestic burglary near Risbury earlier in the week, similar in method to one in Bodenham. She asked that all reports of suspicious activity and information from the public be made to ‘101’ rather than her personally, to ensure there was no delay in using the information.
(b)
In response to a report from the Clerk about a recent attempted phone banking scam, PCSO Annette confirmed that fraudulent calls purporting to come from banks were increasing, and often very sophisticated and convincing. She pointed to advice on the Action Fraud website (actionfraud.police.uk) about how to avoid falling victim to scams, avoiding nuisance phone calls, and being careful about using non-secure public wi-fi. The Council agreed this would be a good topic for the 2017 Parish Meetings.
09/17
Planning committee and planning applications

(a)
Received: minutes (unapproved) of the Planning Committee meetings of 21 November and 21 December 2016.
(b)
Noted: Several decisions on planning applications were still awaited. An adopted Neighbourhood Plan in Surrey had recently been struck down in the High Court because of procedural errors in its preparation, and an associated challenge from developers over the county’s housing-land supply.
10/17
General Financial Matters

(a)
Received: a report from the RFO (Minutes Annexe 10/17)

Noted: The bank reconciliation statement to 31/12/16 had not been prepared as the latest bank statement was still awaited; this would be prepared soon and checked/signed by Cllr Bathurst.
(b)
Resolved: to approve the authorisation of payments as detailed in the RFO report section 3.

11/17
Public Access Defibrillator in Risbury

(a)
Noted: the Clerk’s Report, section 2.
(b)
Resolved: once adopted, to re-site the Risbury phone kiosk adjacent to the Village Hall, and install the PAD in this, and if necessary apply for planning permission.
(c)
Noted: the Clerk would obtain a quote from an electrician for installation of the PAD.
12/17
‘427 Club’ minibus to Leominster

(a)
Noted: the Clerk’s Report, Section 3.

(b)
Resolved: to continue the underwriting of the service for 2017-18: that in the event of the service requiring a greater subsidy than that provided by Leominster Town Council, the Parish Council would provide a further subsidy of up to £500.

13/17
Allowances scheme for Parish and Town Councillors

(a)
Received: a letter from Herefordshire Council asking whether the Parish Council wishes to adopt an allowances scheme for councillors (Minutes Annexe 13/17).
(b)
Resolved: that no allowances scheme be adopted.
14/17
Consultations

(a)
Herefordshire Local Flood Risk Management Strategy

Noted: the consultation on the Flood Risk Management Strategy (circulated 11/11/16).


The Council did not propose any response to the consultation.
(b)
The Marches Freight Strategy

Noted: the consultation on the Marches Freight Strategy (circulated 18/12/16).


The Council did not propose any response to the consultation.

15/07
Matters for information and future business
(a)
Noted: circulars sent to the Council, and circulated to councillors by email: 
(i) 
Council Refugee update (circulated 11/11/16).

(ii)
Herefordshire Healthwatch ‘Your conversation’ (circulated 11/11/16).

(iii)
Local Flood Risk Management Strategy (circulated 11/11/16).

(iv)
Speed Indicator Devices briefing note (circulated 21 /11/16).

(v)
BBLP Annual Plan briefing session 14 December (circulated 02/12/16).

(vi)
Rural Hub Newsletter December 2016 (circulated 18/12/16).

(vii)
Marches Freight Strategy consultation (circulated 18/12/16).

(viii)
‘The First Shell’ WW1 project and exhibition (circulated 18/12/16).

(ix)
BBLP Parishes newsletter Dec 2016 (circulated 18/12/16).

(x)
Western Power power cut information and advice (circulated 02/01/17).

(xi)
Rural Hub Newsletter Jan 2017 (circulated 02/01/17).

(xii)
Western Power severe weather bulletin service (circulated 02/01/17).

(xiii)
HALC Information Corner 23 Dec 2016 (circulated 02/12/17).

(xiv)
Herefordshire Archives Record Centre newsletter and courses (circulated 03/01/17).

(xv)
Stoke Prior Community Primary School Profile 2015-16 (on the table).

(b)
Noted: BT had installed fibre-optic broadband cabinets and cabling in Stoke Prior, Humber and Risbury (for 01568 760 numbers) although this appeared not yet to have gone live. It was assumed that notices would be posted on the cabinets when this was the case, as had happened elsewhere. 
16/07
Dates of future meetings

(a)
Noted: the next meeting would be at 7.30pm on Wednesday 15 March 2017 in Risbury Village Hall.

(b)
Noted: dates for further meetings in 2017: Wednesday 17 May 2017 (Annual Meeting); Wednesday 19 July 2017; Wednesday 20 September 2017; Wednesday 15 November 2017, all at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 8.53pm.
Signed (Chairman) ..........................................
Date ...................................
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