Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior 

Group Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Group Parish Council held on 
Wednesday 16 September 2015 at 7.30pm in Stoke Prior Village Hall 

Present:
Cllr Alan Bathurst
Cllr Kenneth Bemand



Cllr Hugh Fowler-Wright
Cllr Michael Hubbard



Cllr William Jackson (Chairman)
Cllr Gill Stovold


Cllr Rodney Thompson
Cllr Richard Thomas (from minute 90/15)



Cllr Zoe White

With:
District Cllr Bruce Baker (to Minute 90/15).
Officer in attendance:
Mr Philip Brown (Clerk).
Before the meeting commenced, the Council noted with sadness the death of Stephen Marsden, former councillor and vice-Chairman on 14 September 2015.

80/15
Apologies for absence


Received: apologies for absence from Cllr Stephanie Wilson (work meeting).

[Afternote: Cllr Chris Blum sent apologies after the meeting (family illness).]

81/15
Declaration of interests and dispensations

(a)
No declarations of interest were made.
(b)
No applications for dispensations under Standing Order 25 were received.
82/15
Minutes of the last meeting

Resolved: To approve the minutes of the Meeting held on 15 July 2015.

83/15
Matters for report arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.

(a)
Councillor training and roles (Minute 63/15c and 50/15)


Reported: that the HALC training schedule for 2015-16 had been circulated on 27 August 2015, with information about the Roles & Responsibilities course on 12 September and 30 January, and the shorter Leading Lights course on 21 September and 7 March.

(b)
A44 safety (minute 76/15)

Reported: that the Clerk had written to Mr Spekeman on 20 July 2015 concerning possible replacement of the hedge opposite the Fairmile turn but received no response. He would write again.

84/15
Chairman’s announcements

(a)
Congratulations were given to Cllr Richard Thomas and Gemma on their marriage on 5 September.
(b)
A very successful and well-attended Risbury Show had been held on 5 September
85/15
Public participation


No members of the public were present.

86/15
Clerk’s report

(a)
Received: a report from the Clerk (Minutes Annexe 86/15) covering: Deputy Clerk cover from HALC; correspondence about A44 safety; a meeting about public transport (see 96/15); Highways maintenance and defects; Lengthsman work; a recent spate of thefts from properties.

(b)
Noted: The Clerk would check that the £25 per hour rate for clerk cover from HALC did not include travelling expenses. Any HALC clerk would be CiLCA-qualified and so familiar with financial procedures.
87/15
District Councillor’s report

(a)
Received: District Councillor Baker’s reports for July and August 2015 (Minutes Annexe 87/15).

(b)
Received: an oral update from Cllr Baker:

· Hereford Library would be closed for 12 weeks following discovery of asbestos.
· The public consultation on budget priorities was open until 9 October – 60% of HC’s budget was spent on 2% of the population for adult and children’s social care.

· Recycling rates for the county had increased by 5.5%.

· First Group bus routes were now being operated by other operators.

· Parents were being encouraged ensure that their young children had the MMR vaccine.

· Any doorstep burglar-alarm sellers should be reported to Trading Standards.
· A Well-Being Innovation fund was available, with grants of £5-20k available.

· A private respite centre for carers in Ledbury had closed.

· Several recent planning applications for the parishes had been considered.

88/15
Planning Committee and planning matters

(a)
Received: Minutes of the meeting held on 3 August and (unconfirmed) 26 August 2015.

(b)
Reported: the two applications for houses either side of Old Hall had been approved recently, but the conditions for the 8 houses opposite were still awaited.
89/15
Community Week Committee

(a)
Received: Minutes of the meeting held on 18 August 2015 (Minutes Annexe 89/15).
(b)
Noted: A balance of £106.50 surplus from the 2015 events was being carried forward to be available to pay for any costs of Community Week 2016. The Council expressed their thanks to the Committee for a successful programme of events.
90/15
Neighbourhood Development Plan

(a)
Reported: that because of delays printing the Plan, the start of the public consultation had to be delayed until 1 August 2015, and it closed on Tuesday 15 September 2015.

(b)
Received: an oral report from the NDP Steering Committee meeting held on 15 September: the meeting considered all the comments received during the public consultation and agreed outline responses to these and some minor amendments to the draft Plan.  Detailed responses and Plan amendments would be drafted and presented to Council for approval and a decision on submitting the Plan to Herefordshire Council. This could be in late October, after which there would be a further consultation organised by Herefordshire Council, and then the independent inspection of the Plan.

(c)
Resolved: that an Extraordinary Meeting of the Council be held on Wednesday 28 October 2015 to receive the amended draft Plan and consider its submission to Herefordshire Council.

(d)
Noted: Cllr Hubbard wished to ensure that the Plan would support the re-siting of Stoke Prior Village Hall even if this was outside of the proposed settlement boundary for the village. The Council expressed its thanks to the Committee for steering the project to this advanced stage and producing an excellent and comprehensive draft Plan.  Cllr Baker joined in congratulations to the Committee. 
91/15
General Financial Matters

(a)
Received: a report from the RFO (Minutes Annexe 91/15).

(b)
Resolved: to approve the authorisation of payments as detailed in section 3 of the report.

92/15
Draft budget and precept for 2016-17

(a)
Received: a draft Budget for 2016-17 prepared by the RFO and Finance Working Group (Minutes Annexe 92/15).

(b)
Noted in discussion: the budget would cover all anticipated spending, including maintaining reserves sufficient to mitigate any withdrawal of funding for services such as the Lengthsman, with an increase in the precept of 5.1%. NDP costs would continue to be met by grants obtained for this, including a recent second government grant of £1836 obtained by the Clerk.
(c)
Resolved: that the draft budget be published for public consultation and then considered for adoption at the November meeting.
93/15
Herefordshire Community Governance Review

(a)
Received:  a proposal from Herefordshire Council and HALC to carry out a Community Governance Review for Herefordshire (Minutes Annexe 93/15).

(b)
Noted in discussion: The Review would allow parishes to ask for changes to parish boundaries or names, or merging of parishes, or changes to the number of parish councillors. Minor changes to our boundaries might be appropriate (to include in our parishes some properties which fall under other parishes). We could also review having two separate parishes (Ford & Stoke Prior, and Humber) electing their own councillors to serve on the Group Parish Council. Merging the two parishes into a new single parish (with a new name) would mean that all councillors would be elected by all residents of the new parish; it would also produce some cost-savings at election-time. These savings would, however, probably be small, and there was an argument for retaining councillors elected by each parish. Before a final decision was taken on requesting any changes, the views of local residents should be sought.
(c)
Resolved: that the views of residents be sought on changes to the parishes, through the Parish Pump, and a report made to the November meeting.

94/15
Good Neighbour Scheme

(a)
Received: the report from Cllr Gill Stovold to the last meeting (see Minutes Annexe 75/15a).

(b)
Received: an oral report from Cllr Stovold that schemes elsewhere aimed to meet the needs of isolated or vulnerable residents through offering various voluntary services such as odd-jobs, errands, companionship and lifts. This was not emergency-care but neighbour-support, at a time of decreasing funding for social services. Church Stretton operated a transport-only scheme, of a type we could consider to replace the bus service which would likely disappear in 2016.

(c)
Noted in discussion: our community currently had many active community organisations such as the village halls, WI, art club and gardening club, which may be meeting the need to combat isolation. Rather than create a formal scheme which someone would have to organise, the community should ensure that there were groups and events which involved isolated and vulnerable residents so their needs became known and could be met informally by neighbours. There might be opportunities for setting up other groups meeting in the village halls, if a need for this was found.
(d)
Resolved: that local groups be contacted for their views.

95/15
Thefts from properties

(a)
Received: an oral report from the Chairman on recent thefts and attempted thefts from properties in the parishes (mostly from outbuildings – 14 in Stoke Prior and at least 6 in Risbury). The police had now visited all victims and advice on preventing thefts had been circulated to residents through the Rural Watch emails and by the Clerk through the residents’ email circulation list. It was believed that a local criminal gang was responsible – a similar gang had recently been caught near Hereford. The draft budget included a sum for the purchase of more visible Neighbourhood Watch signs to act as a deterrent, and the Chairman proposed that the Council pay for some locks with alarms for the police to distribute to vulnerable residents.
(b)
Resolved: to pay £50 for the purchase of 10 locks with alarms to be given by PCSO Annette to any vulnerable members of the parish. 

96/15
Public transport

(a)
Received: an oral report from the Clerk and Cllr Gill Stovold on a meeting held on 15 September with officers from Herefordshire Council: it was almost certain that because of budget cuts, subsidies for both the 426 and 427 bus services would be withdrawn from April 2016. An average of 7-8 people each day were using the twice-weekly 427 bus between Bodenham and Leominster, most of whom relied on this as their only means of transport for daily necessities. There were broadly three options for the Parish Council to provide an alternative: it could commission and subsidise a public bus service on which users could use free bus passes – the current 427 service cost £69 for each day’s service; community transport (Leominster Wheels) provided a private booked service (at 48 hours notice) which currently cost about £16 each-way from Bodenham or £5-8 from Stoke Prior; a local volunteers’ network could be created, with fixed contributions to costs for drivers.

(b)
Noted in discussion:  the cost of subsidising a bus service would be very high for the small numbers using this; the cost of Community Wheels was high, and residents would probably do better organising a shared-cost private taxi; given the numerous journeys made by residents in private cars into Leominster each day, organising lifts seemed the most sensible and cheapest option. The Clerk was asked to collect updated information from bus-users and potential lift-offerers and report back.
97/15
Herefordshire Public Green Spaces Community Grant Scheme

(a)
Received: information about a grant available in 2015-16 (Minutes Annexe 97/15).

(b)
Agreed: there were no obvious locations in the group parish to benefit from the grant scheme.
98/15
Stiles and kissing-gates

(a)
Received: correspondence from residents requesting the Council to encourage landowners to replace stiles with kissing gates (Minutes Annexe 98/15).

(b)
Noted in discussion: Many landowners were opposed to kissing gates because of the cost of installing these (although the gate-kits were provided free by Herefordshire Council). Other reasons given were that sheep and lambs could get through (dog-paddles being especially problematic), the easier-passage encouraged dog-walking on land with stock, kissing gates took more land than stiles, and stiles made it harder for thieves to get away. Stiles had existed for many centuries and were fit for purpose; the use of footpaths had changed from a means of essential communication to one of recreation. The Parish Council had no power to force landowners to replace stiles.
99/15
Maintenance of ditches and hedges by landowners

(a)
Received: Guidance on Landowner Responsibilities for Ditches issued by BBLP (Minutes Annexe 99/15). The Council was invited to consider the distribution of this Guidance and a programme for working with landowners to keep ditches clear and hedges trimmed
(b)
Agreed in discussion: the Clerk would liaise with councillors to identify the adjacent landowners to roads and PROWs and then liaise with the Lengthsman about talking individually to the landowners about ditch and hedge management, using the BBLP leaflet.
100/15
Litter-picking and bins

(a)
Received: an email from Anthony Bush at Herefordshire Council and Herefordshire Council policy on the installation, emptying and maintenance of litter bins (Minutes Annexe 100/15). 
(b)
Noted in discussion: the Council had only two bins (RIsbury bus-shelter and Stoke Prior Village Hall) which were currently voluntarily emptied by local residents. Also, Richard Brown and Joan & Bernie Lloyd kindly regularly picked up litter, so this was not a major problem in the neighbourhood. The Clerk would write to these volunteers to repeat the Council’s thanks and ask if they needed any replacement equipment or materials.

101/15
Matters for information and future business
(a)
Noted: circulars sent to the Council: 

(i) 
BBLP July Parish Newsletter (circulated 18/07/15).

(ii)
Signage on the Highways guidance (circulated 18/07/15).

(iii)
Public Green Spaces Community Grant (circulated 18/07/15).

(iv)
HALC Information Corner 10 August (circulated 25/08/15).

(v)
HALC Services available (circulated 25/08/15).

(vi)
NALC LTN15 Legal Proceedings (circulated 25/08/15).

(vii)
NALC LTN23 Health and Safety (circulated 25/08/15).

(viii)
NALC LTN35 Contracts (circulated 25/08/15).

(ix)
NALC LTN42 Occupiers Liability (circulated 25/08/15).

(x)
NALC LTN87 Procurement (circulated 25/08/15).

(xi)
Herefordshire Council budget presentation 22 July (circulated 25/08/15).

(xii)
Ditches and Drains – guidance on landowner responsibilities (circulated 25/08/15).

(xiii)
HALC Training Programme 2015-16 (circulated 27/08/15).

(xiv)
HVOSS Youth Development Package (circulated 27/08/15).

(xv)
CPRE Fieldwork Newsletter Summer 2014 (circulated 28/08/15).

(xvi)
Herefordshire Council Funding update and drop-in sessions (circulated 01/09/15).

(xvii)
Litter-picking in parishes (circulated 01/09/15).

(xviii)
Leominster Festival 2016 (circulated 02/09/15).

(xvix)
Core Strategy and NDP progress (from Cllr Baker) (circulated 04/09/15).

(xx)
BBLP August Parish Newsletter (circulated 04/09/15).

(xxi)
Agricultural issues on highways (circulated 04/09/15).

(xxii)
Herefordshire Council on litter bins (circulated 04/09/15).

(xxiii)
CPRE Countryside Voice magazine Summer 2015 (on the table).

(xxiv)
Herefordshire CPRE AGM papers 3 October 2015 (circulated 10/09/15).

102/15
Dates of next meetings


Noted: the next meeting would be the Extraordinary Meeting at 7.30pm on Wednesday 28 October 2015 in Risbury Village Hall; further meetings would be 18 November 2015, 20 January 2016 and 16 March 2016, all at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 9.44pm.
Signed (Chairman) ..........................................
Date ...................................

AMENDED DRAFT – subject to confirmation
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