Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior 

Group Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Group Parish Council held on 
Wednesday 16 March 2016 at 7.30pm in Risbury Village Hall 

Present:
Cllr Alan Bathurst
Cllr Kenneth Bemand



Cllr Hugh Fowler-Wright
Cllr Mike Hubbard



Cllr William Jackson (Chairman)
Cllr Janette Rowlatt 



Cllr Gill Stovold
Cllr Zoe White




Cllr Stephanie Wilson (from Minute 24b/16)
With:
District Cllr Bruce Baker (to Minute 29/16).
Officer in attendance:
Mr Philip Brown (Clerk).
21/16
Apologies for absence


Received and approved: Cllr Richard Thomas.
22/16
Declaration of interests and dispensations

(a)
No declarations of interest were made.
(b)
No applications for dispensations under Standing Order 25 were received.
23/16
Minutes of the last meeting

Resolved: To approve the minutes of the Meeting held on 20 January 2016.

24/16
Matters for report arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.

(a)
Public Access defibrillators (Minute 14/16)


Reported: grants from BHF for defibrillators had closed in December 2015 as funds had been exhausted, but the Council had registered interest in applying for any future funding.


Noted: a request from Stoke Prior Village Hall to hold a further Heartstart training session there in 2016 – the Clerk would contact Heartstart to arrange this.

(b)
St Luke’s church clock (Minute 16/16)

Reported: a letter of thanks had been received from Stoke Prior and Ford PCC for the donation towards the repair of the clock.
25/16
Chairman’s announcements

(a)
Noted, with regret: the death of Cecil Pritchard of Eaton Court Farm, former parish councillor, and that the Clerk had written to his family with the Council’s condolences.

(b)
Noted: the Chairman had set up ‘Community Crime Fighters’ and, in addition to the £50 from the Parish Council for ‘screaming padlocks’ had obtained donations from Lloyds Bank and Round Table. The Facebook page was being used by numerous residents to share information to combat crime.
26/16
Public participation


There were no members of the public present.

27/16
Clerk’s report

(a)
Received: a report from the Clerk (Minutes Annexe 27/16 covering: Neighbourhood Development Plan; A44 safety, Fairmile turning; Flooding and drainage work on Humber Brook at Steen’s Bridge; Highways maintenance, defects and roadsigns; Lengthsman work; Future Lengthsman and PROW funding; proposed new Clerk’s contract; Internal Auditor appointment; proposed Equality and Diversity Policy; Community Resilience Planning (appointment of emergency wardens); Local bus services; Annual Parish Meetings 2016.
(b)
Noted: After recent flooding near Risbury Bridge, Cllr Bemand had cleared the drain (and the Lengthsman had since cleared it further and swept the road) but the location of the drain required marking so it could be located easily in further flooding. The Clerk would ask the Lengthsman to do this. At Lowbrook, the collapsed drain was still awaiting inspection by the county drainage engineer. The road sweeping by the Lengthsman this week had been of limited value, as the machine hired did not scrape mud off the road, and often could not sweep all debris from deformed road surfaces.
28/16
District Councillor’s report

(a)
Received: District Councillor Baker’s reports for February and March 2016 (Minutes Annexe 28/16).

(b)
Received: an oral update from Cllr Baker:

· The first Neighbourhood Development Plan in Herefordshire (Weston-under-Penyard) had been approved by a referendum, and several others were undergoing final examination, including ours.
· The referendum on EU membership would be held on 23 June: no agreed formal position on this was being taken by Herefordshire Council or councillors.

· Elections for the local Police and Crime Commissioner would be held on 5 May. 

· Herefordshire Council were introducing a Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) scheme for payments from developers, 15% of which would come to the parish council or 25% if there was a local Neighbourhood Development Plan. A consultation on the proposed CIL rates was about to start.

· For 2016-17 there would be a general 1.9% increase in Council Tax plus a further 2% increase specifically for adult and social care costs, as permitted by the government.

· By 2019-20 there would be no central government support grant for local authorities, leaving them to raise all funds from Council Tax, local business rates, and other local income. This would have a serious impact on rural authorities such as Herefordshire, and transitional arrangements were anticipated.

· Balfour Beatty were doing a good job in maintaining the county’s highways: all outstanding defects had been mended by December 2015, but new defects had appeared over the winter. The Locality Stewards were valuable in co-ordinating priorities and liaising with local councils.

· The Community Governance Review for the county had noted that this group parish had not requested any changes to be made to parish boundaries or Council constitution.
· The Parish Council’s efforts to replace the 427 bus service to Leominster were noted, and residents in Bodenham were also anxious that this should be done.

29/16
Public Transport


Noted: the Clerk’s Report section 11, concerning meetings with Leominster Town Council and other local parishes concerning possible replacements for the 427 bus which would cease form 12 April. The Town Clerk had met with Community Wheels to explore them providing a private minibus ‘club’ for the 427 route. This would be funded by subscriptions from users, but may also require a subsidy from local councils. Any proposal for a subsidy would come to a future Council meeting. The Council thanked the Parish Clerk for his work on this proposal and for liaising with Leominster Town Council.

30/16
Planning committee and planning matters


Received: Minutes (unapproved) of the Planning Committee held on 2 March 2016.

31/16
Neighbourhood Development Plan

(a)
Noted: the Clerk’s Report section 1.

(b)
Noted: a forthcoming planning application (160643) for a new dwelling in Poplands Lane would be the first for a new dwelling since the NDP had been submitted and therefore had weight in determining a decision. Three councillors had requested that in view of this, the application be considered by full Council instead of the Planning Committee, so an Extraordinary Council meeting would be called for Friday 1 April 2016 under Standing Order 32(b).

(c)
Resolved: to authorise the NDP Steering Committee to respond on proposed amendments following the Inspector’s report and on a suitable date for the referendum.

32/16
General Financial Matters

(a)
Received: a report from the RFO (Minutes Annexe 32/16).

(b)
Resolved: to approve the authorisation of payments as detailed in the RFO report section 3 as amended.

33/16
Clerk’s contract

(a)
Noted: the Clerk’s Report section 7.

(b)
Resolved: to approve an updated contract of employment (confidential document) based on the NALC/SLCC model contract to meet all legal requirements of the Council as employer, subject to minor amendments and corrections. 
34/16
Equality and Diversity policy

(a)
Noted: the Clerk’s Report section 9.

(b)
Resolved: to adopt the draft Equality and Diversity Policy (Minutes Annexe 34/16) subject to correction of the incorrect reference to the parishes’ names on page 2.

35/16
The Lamb Inn


Noted: at the request of the owner of The Lamb, a group of residents were forming ‘Friends of The Lamb’ to work with the pub to the mutual benefit of the business and the community, and a questionnaire was being developed for residents. This would be sent out with the April Parish Pump, and results would be shared with the owner of The Lamb. 
36/16
Annual Parish Meetings – ‘Good Neighbours’

(a)
Noted: the Clerk’s Report section 12.

(b)
Received: the agenda and information about the 5 April Parish Meetings (Minutes Annexe 36/16).
37/16
Future funding from Herefordshire Council

(a)
Reported: that from 2016-17 Herefordshire Council will no longer be passing on a proportion of central government’s Council Tax support grant to parish councils. In 2015-16 the Council received £172 of this grant, which correspondingly slightly reduced the level of precept payable by local residents. The precept in 2016-17 will therefore be 0.6% higher than it would have been.

(b)
Noted: the Clerk’s Report, section 6, on the gradual removal of Lengthsman funding by 2018-19, and the update from Balfour Beatty on this (Minutes Annexe 37/16).

38/16
Matters for information and future business
(a)
Noted: circulars sent to the Council: 

(i) 
Herefordshire Community Champions Awards 2016 (circulated 25/02/16)

(ii)
Gypsies and Travellers Sites (circulated 25/01/16)

(iii)
Herefordshire Council funding and grants update (circulated 25/01/16)

(iv)
Balfour Beatty Parish Councils update Jan 2016 (circulated 02/02/16)

(v)
Herefordshire Rural Hub newsletter Feb 2016 (circulated 02/02/16)

(vi)
Herefordshire Healthwatch News (circulated 03/02/16)

(vii)
Affordable Warmth Strategy launch 18 Feb (circulated 08/02/16)

(viii)
HALC Information Corner 8 Feb (circulated 08/02/16)

(ix)
Neighbourhood Planning Newsletter 12 (circulated 08/02/16)

(x)
Herefordshire Council Statement of Community Involvement consultation (circulated 12/02/16)

(xi)
Herefordshire Economic Master Plan consultations Feb/Mar (circulated 20/02/16)

(xii)
Good Grief – Bereavement conference 7 May (circulated 22/02/16)

(xiii)
WW1 centenary plans 2017: the Home Front, meeting 7 May (circulated 22/02/16)

(xiv)
Healthwatch Herefordshire News (circulated 29/02/16)

(xv)
Herefordshire Rural Hub newsletter Mar 2016 (circulated 29/02/16)

(xvi)
Advance notice of Community Infrastructure Levy consultation (circulated 01/03/16)

(xvii)
Letter from Peterchurch Parish Council to Herefordshire Council (circulated 02/03/16).

(b)
Noted: Although the letter from Peterchurch raised some problems about the planning department which had also been experienced by this council, most planning issues were handled efficiently, and the planning department had responded to past concerns, such as notifying all councils of permitted development notifications.
39/16
Dates of future meetings

(a)
Noted: the next meeting would be an Extraordinary Meeting on Friday 1 April 2016 at 7.30pmin Risbury Village Hall (see minute 31/16b above), and then the Annual Meeting at 7.30pm on Wednesday 18 May 2016 in Stoke Prior Village Hall.

(b)
Noted: dates for further meetings in 2016-17: Wednesday 20 July 2016, Wednesday 21 September 2016, Wednesday 16 November 2016, Wednesday 18 January 2017, Wednesday 15 March 2017 all at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 9.28pm.
Signed (Chairman) ..........................................
Date ...................................

DRAFT – subject to confirmation
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