Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior 

Group Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Group Parish Council held on 
Wednesday 15 July 2015 at 7.30pm in Stoke Prior Village Hall 

Present:
Cllr Alan Bathurst
Cllr Kenneth Bemand



Cllr Hugh Fowler-Wright
Cllr Michael Hubbard



Cllr William Jackson (Chairman)
Cllr Gill Stovold


Cllr Rodney Thompson
Cllr Richard Thomas (from minute 66/15)



Cllr Zoe White (from minute 62/15)
Cllr Stephanie Wilson

With:
District Cllr Bruce Baker, and one member of the public.

Officer in attendance:
Mr Philip Brown (Clerk).
59/15
Apologies for absence


Received: apologies for absence from Cllr Chris Blum.
60/15
Declaration of interests and dispensations

(a)
No declarations of interest were made.
(b)
No applications for dispensations under Standing Order 25 were received.
61/15
Co-option to vacancy

(a)
Reported: that following the elections in May 2015 there was a vacancy for a councillor to represent the parish of Humber, and in accordance with Standing Order 11(d), advertisements and notices inviting applications were placed on 15 May 2015.

(b)
Received: one application for co-option from Zoe White (Minutes Annexe 61/16))
(c)
Resolved: to co-opt Zoe White as councillor for Humber until the next ordinary elections in 2019.

(d)
Resolved: to suspend Standing Order 11(d)(xii) to allow Zoe White to take her seat immediately (she signed her Declaration of Acceptance of Office and took her seat on the Council).
62/15
Minutes of the last meeting

Resolved: To approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 13 May 2015.

63/15
Matters for report arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.

(a)
Reported: that Cllr Richard Thomas signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office on 24 May 2015 (Minute 33/15b).

(b)
Reported: that the external auditors completed their review of the Council’s Accounts and Annual Return for 2014-15 on 4 June 2015, and public notice of this was made as required (Minute 40/15).

(c)
Reported: that to-date no HALC Roles & Responsibilities course has been scheduled, but 5 councillors attended the Councillor Briefing sessions held on 23 June / 9 July (Minute 50/15).

(d)
Noted: that Margaret Bemand had thanked the Council for the gift of flowers (Minute 39/15a).

64/15
Chairman’s announcements

(a)
Noted: Herefordshire Council would have to make further deep cuts in spending over the next three years which would impact on local councils who may need to take on delivery of some services. The Council would need to think long-term about this when considering budgets from 2016-16 onwards, especially for the Lengthsman and public transport.

(b)
Noted: HALC would be writing to local councils about boundary changes, and the Council may wish to consider pressing for the two parishes to be merged into a single electoral area.
65/15
Public participation


No items were raised by the public present.
66/15
Clerk’s report


Received: a report from the Clerk (Minutes Annexe 66/15).

67/15
District Councillor’s report

(a)
Received: District Councillor Baker’s report for June 2015 (Minutes Annexe 67/15).

(b)
Received: An oral report from Cllr Baker:

· Committees: He had been appointed to Herefordshire Council’s Planning Committee and Regulatory Committee, and also to Hereford & Worcester Fire & Rescue Authority and the River Lugg Internal Drainage Board.

· Developments: A new combined fire and police station was being proposed for Hereford using funds already earmarked for this. A planning application for the southern link road (A465 to A49) was being made, and it was intended to go ahead with the western Hereford relief road. A new county records centre had been built in the Enterprise Zone and won an architectural award. HC had acquired the Three Elms Trading Estate.
· Wind turbines: these were now unlikely to be approved, following a change in government policy.

· Finance: Herefordshire Council needed to make a further £10m savings in 2015-16, and total savings of £34m out of a budget of £114m were needed by 2020; 60% of the budget was spent on adult and child social care.
· Highways: He would meet with BBLP on Monday and had inspected the A44 Drum junction. BBLP and HC’s approach to roads management had been commended by the Chartered Institute of Highways and Transportation. HC was still taking legal action against Amey over their performance under the previous highways contract.

· Broadband: Fastershire project should deliver high-speed broadband to most premises by 2017.

· Liaison with parishes: he was responsible for 6 councils/areas: Bodenham, Humber Ford & Stoke Prior, Hatfield Group, Bredenbury, Pencombe, Edwin Ralph. He would continue with the previous practice of holding meetings with Clerks and Chairmen of these local councils.

(c)
Noted, in answer to questions and comments from councillors: the danger of traffic turning into the C1055 from the A44 at The Drum because of the restricted road-width; the A417/A49 junction was a hot-spot for accidents, and traffic cut through the parishes between the A417 and A44 to avoid this junction; Cllr Baker would find out who was responsible for clearing debris in the River Lugg; the change in planning policy for wind turbines was that these could still be approved but only where a Neighbourhood Plan had identified the site as suitable, and the local community supported it (see Minute 70/15e). The approved wind turbine at Buckland had not yet been built although enabling works had taken place.
68/15
General Power of Competence

(a)
Noted: the Clerk’s Report section 1.

(b)
Resolved: That Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior Group Parish Council meets the conditions specified in the Parish Councils (General Power of Competence) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012 for the exercise of the General Power of Competence as laid down in the Localism Act 2011.
69/15
Planning Committee and planning matters

(a)
Received: the Minutes (unconfirmed) of the meeting held on 22 June 2015.

(b)
Noted: Application 151217, Brook House Steen’s Bridge had received permission with standard conditions. Nothing further had been heard concerning the conditions and approval for 141859 (8 new dwellings opposite Old Hall) and the Clerk would enquire about this.
70/15
Neighbourhood Development Plan

(a)
Received: minutes of the Steering Committee of 25 May 2015 and (unconfirmed) 24 June 2015.

(b)
Agreed: that, following the resignation of Iain Cholerton and the withdrawal of Mike Kimbery from committee work for the time being, no further members needed to be appointed, given the advanced stage of the project and that the committee was open to the public.

(c)
Received: the final Draft Neighbourhood Development Plan (Minutes Annexe 70/15c).

(d)
Noted in discussion: 

· The draft Plan was necessarily long and dense, and the Committee had considered preparing a short summary but had been advised this could risk misrepresenting the full policies in what was a statutory consultation. The Chairman’s Foreword gave the key messages to local residents about the importance of the Plan and the changes which had been made, and this would be reinforced on the doorstep by the volunteers delivering copies.

· The Committee wished to maintain the very high community involvement in the Plan by enabling all residents to make responses if they wished. A simple Response Form had been designed.

· All the supporting documents listed in Appendix II would be available on the website. Copies could also be requested from the Clerk by those unable to access the internet. 

· Printed copies would now only be available for delivery to residents from 1 August, but this need not necessarily delay the formal start of the consultation period.

· The list of green spaces and views to be protected in Table HFSP16 might prove contentious and might be considered to limit appropriate agricultural development – any comments about this in the consultation would be considered fully.
· There was no specific policy on Travellers’ sites, as the Core Strategy covered this in Policy H4 and the NDP would not be able to restrict this policy.

(e)
Received: Herefordshire Council’s consultation on an amendment to Core Strategy policy SD2 on wind-turbines, following a change of government policy (Minutes Annexe 70/15e): applications would only be approved if the site was in an area identified as suitable for this in an NDP and the local community has been consulted and backs the proposal. Our draft NDP had been prepared before this change and so may need amendment at a later stage.

(f)
Resolved: that the Draft Neighbourhood Development Plan be put out for formal public consultation starting on 25 July 2015 and concluding on 5 September 2015, in accordance with Regulation 14 of the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012. [Afternote: the consultation dates were subsequently amended to be 1 August 2015 to 15 September 2015.]
71/15
Community Week Committee


Received: a report from a meeting held on 16 June 2015 (Minutes Annexe 71/15).

72/15
General Financial Matters
(a)
Received: a report from the RFO (Minutes Annexe 72/15a).

(b)
Resolved: to authorise payments as detailed in the RFO report section 3.

(c)
Received: a request for a grant from Herefordshire Citizens Advice Bureaux (Minutes Annexe 72/15c).


Noted in discussion: The Council had no agreed policy on making grants and had no identified budget for this at present. The CAB was a local service of vital importance to those using it, and no longer received funding from Herefordshire Council, so could be one of those services which local councils should now support.

Agreed: Supporting CAB should be considered as part of budget discussions for 2016 onwards, and the Clerk should ask CAB for more information about their costs and requirements. CAB should also be invited to put an article in the Parish Pump to broaden awareness of their role and financial needs.
73/15
Risk Assessment and Management

(a)
Received: an updated Risk Assessment and Management document, including proposed measures to mitigate the risk of losing the Clerk’s services temporarily or permanently (Minutes Annexe 73/15).

(b)
Agreed in discussion: the Clerk should talk to HALC about finding a suitable Deputy Clerk, possibly another local Clerk. The Council would have to consider the appropriate remuneration, including a retainer payment and an hourly rate, and this should be included in the 2016-17 budget. The Council could already call on HALC to provide an emergency qualified Clerk to cover meetings.
(c)
Resolved: to adopt the Risk Assessment and Management document.
74/15
Herefordshire Council budget and implications for parish councils

(a)
Reported: that Herefordshire Council was holding a consultation event on 22 July 2015 for parish councils concerning the need to make further savings of £32m between 2015-16 and 2019-20.

(b)
Noted in discussion: there would be implications for services and parish councils which would be considered in the Council’s budget planning for 2016-17 onwards. As the cuts were inevitable it was not considered worthwhile attending the consultation event, but await details on affected services.
75/15
Good Neighbour Scheme (Neighbourhood Watch)


Received: 

(i) a report from Cllr Gill Stovold on a meeting held on 11 Jun 2015 (Minutes Annexe 75/15a)


(ii) a letter from West Mercia/Warwickshire Police (Minutes Annexe 75/15b).
76/15
A44 safety
(a)
Noted: the report from the Clerk on correspondence and a meeting with West Mercia Police’s Safer Roads Partnership,

(b)
Noted in discussion: the hedges between the A49 and The Drum required cutting back, and the Clerk would raise this with the Locality Steward as this was outside of our parishes. The Clerk would contact the owner of the land opposite the Fairmile Junction (David Spekeman of Stagbatch) about the suggestion of replacing the hedge with a safety fence to improve visibility. 
77/15
Public transport

(a)
Noted: the report from the Clerk on local bus services. 

(b)
Noted in discussion: A response was still awaited from Bodenham parish about joining a meeting with Herefordshire Council officers. The issue should be raised in the Clerks and Chairmen Ward meeting.
78/15
Matters for information and future business
(a)
Noted: circulars sent to the Council: 

(i)
Conservative manifesto commitments  - the local government perspective (LGU policy briefing 12 May 2015) (circulated 16/05/15).

(ii)
Good Neighbour Scheme information and meetings June 2015 (circulated 24/05/15).

(iii)
Herefordshire Funding Update June 2015 (circulated 02/06/15).

(iv)
New Council Briefings June & July 2015 (circulated 02/06/15).

(v)
HALC Training Schedule June-July 2015 (circulated 08/06/15).

(vi)
BBLP June 2015 Parish Newsletter (circulated 08/06/15).

(vii)
Herefordshire Council budget consultation meeting 22 July (circulated 22/06/15).

(viii)
Briefing from Clerk on Interests, Funding, GEPOC and Public Transport (circulated 25/06/15).

(ix)
HALC Information Corner 6 July (circulated 07/07/15).

(x)
HALC Northern Area Meeting 8 July (circulated 07/07/15).

(b)
Received: Notes from Cllr Gill Stovold of a meeting of HALC Northern Area Meeting on 8 July 2015 (Minutes Annexe 78/15b).

Noted: the government was proposing that the Council Tax Support element of the precept should be paid directly to local councils rather than through the principal local authority.

(c)
Noted: The Lengthsman had been asked to contact landowners responsible for bridleway HU4 (Humber to Buckland) and had strimmed this and discussed with them repairing a gatepost. It would be helpful to have clear information for landowners about who was responsible for what on highways and rights-of-way.
(d)
Noted: the BBLP contractor who had cut the highway verges in June had not done a good job and had damaged at least one salt-grit bin. This had been reported to the Locality Steward.

(e)
Noted: ditches along Ford Lane and outside The Hollies in Stoke Prior required clearing, and the ditches/verges Lengthsman contractor, Brian Williams, would be asked to do this.
79/15
Dates of next meetings

(a)
Noted: the next meeting will be at 7.30pm on Wednesday 16 September 2015 in Stoke Prior Village Hall.

(b)
Noted: dates for further meetings in 2015-16:


Wednesday 18 November 2015


Wednesday 20 January 2016


Wednesday 16 March 2016


all at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 9.42pm.
Signed (Chairman) ..........................................
Date ...................................

DRAFT – subject to confirmation
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