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Minutes of the Annual Parish Meetings 
held on Wednesday 17 May at 6.30pm in Stoke Prior Village Hall

Present:	8 electors of Humber Parish: Philip Brown, Margaret Brown, Pym Paxton, Hugh Fowler-Wright, Richard Thomas, Rodney Thompson, Zoe White, Stephanie Wilson.
	11 electors of Ford & Stoke Prior Parish: Alex Arnold, Paul Arnold, Ken Bemand, Chris Blum, Richard Brown, Sue Boreham, Mike Hubbard, William Jackson, Gill Stovold, Peter Stovold, Philip Tredwell.
and:	Paul Crumpton (West Mercia Police) (to minute 07/17).

01/17	The Chairman of the Group Parish Council, Cllr William Jackson, took the chair.

02/17	Apologies for absence were received from Alan Bathurst and Janette Rowlatt (Ford & Stoke Prior Parish) and from CPSO Steph Annette.

03/17	Chairman’s Introduction
	The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded people that as well as receiving reports from the Parish Council and other groups, this was an opportunity for all electors and other residents of the two parishes to have their say on local issues, which could then be considered by the Parish Council.

04/17	Minutes of Annual Parish Meetings April 2016
	Resolved: to approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Meetings of 5 April 2016.

05/17	Matters arising from the minutes
(a)	Community Resilience Planning 
	Philip Brown, the Clerk to the Group Parish Council, reported that the Community Resilience Plan had been prepared and approved by the Parish Council in March 2017, and lodged with Herefordshire Council’s Emergencies Team. We were the first Parish Council in the county to have prepared such a plan, and Herefordshire Council would be using us an example to encourage other parishes to do so. The plan would be used by Herefordshire Council to work with the local Community Resilience Group (consisting of the Chair, Vice-Chair and Clerk of the Council) in dealing with any local crisis. Local residents had been appointed as ‘Emergency Wardens’ to all but two of the 22 areas into which the parishes had been divided; their role was to liaise with the Parish Council in any emergency, passing any information to or from residents in their area. A list of houses in their area would be sent to wardens shortly.

06/17	‘Stay Safe at work, home and online’
	Paul Crumpton, the police’s Rural Business and Cyber Crime Reduction Coordinator for Herefordshire, gave a presentation on how residents can protect themselves from crime, including cyber-crime. 
	[A summary of his presentation with some of the practical advice given, will be published in the July 2017 edition of the Parish Pump.]

07/17	Reports
(a)	Group Parish Council
	The Chairman, Cllr William Jackson, summarised the Council's activities over the past year, and thanked all councillors and other volunteers for their work. Our Neighbourhood Development Plan had been completed and approved by a local referendum in July 2016 – the seventh in Herefordshire. Those undertaking Plans after us had several additional requirements and restrictions on what they could include in their plans. The Plan had been tested several times by planning applications, and had successfully determined these applications, showing its usefulness and robustness. District Cllr Bruce Baker had also helped on several planning issues, for which he was thanked. Our Community Resilience Plan was the first in the county, and the Clerk was thanked for his work on this. With ever more cuts to local services, there was increasing reliance on volunteers for many things, and our community was fortunate in having many local people who helped with the village halls, churches, school, Community Week and many other local groups. 
	The Clerk, Philip Brown, summarised his Annual Report to the Council, which was available on the website in the agenda papers for the Annual Meeting later in the evening.

	
(b)	Risbury Village Hall
	Cllr Stephanie Wilson, Vice-Chair of the Village Hall Committee, reported that the Hall had had another busy year, with events throughout the year including fundraising events such as the Burns Night Supper, the summer barbecue, and Christmas carol singing, which had raised £471 for Hall funds. The largest source of funds for the Hall was the 200 Club lottery which raised over £2000. The hall was available to all local groups and residents to hire at £6 per hour (these hire fees brought in a further £385).  2016-17 had been notable for the complete re-cladding and insulating of the walls and installation of double-glazing, funded by a Big Lottery Grant, and the interior had also recently been redecorated. The Hall had a very active committee, but more volunteers were always welcome, and everyone who helped keep the Hall running was thanked for their work.

(c)	Stoke Prior Village Hall
	Cllr Mike Hubbard, Chair of the Village Hall Committee, gave a report: the Hall’s finances were in good shape, largely because of the fundraising events, including a Race Night and the 10th Great British Quiz, which between them raised over £1300. Flicks in the Sticks continued to be popular, although technical issues had affected several screenings. The clothing recycling bin provided a modest reliable income, and people were encouraged to take their textile and clothing recycling to ‘Bertie’.  Two Heartstart courses had been held earlier in 2017 to train local people in emergency life-saving skills. The asbestos in the Hall’s construction continued to be an issue for insurance cover, which required review, and without a likely site for re-locating the Hall in a more accessible place, the committee was re-considering proposals to clad the outside of the Hall. The Hall was available to all local residents and groups to hire at £6 per hour.  The Hall was entirely volunteer-run, and more helpers were welcomed. Three new committee members had been recruited in 2016-17, and all committee members and volunteers were thanked for their help.

(d)	Footpaths Officer
The Clerk summarised a report from the Footpaths Officer, Richard Brown on his work in regularly walking all rights-of-way and reporting defects. Richard had held this office since 2005 and was relinquishing it this year: he was thanked for his long service and conscientious monitoring of our rights-of-way network. Numerous improvements had been made since 2005, including new bridges over streams, new stiles, gates and steps, and diversions and extensions of footpaths and bridleways. Several routes still needed improvements with stile and gate repairs, and the status of some lanes which were not rights-of-way still required clarification, as did the extinguished path leading behind The Dingle to The Lamb. Richard thanked the majority of farmer who ensured that paths were not cropped over and paths maintained, and also those landowners who allowed access on permissive paths, such as on Risbury Camp (please phone the Thomases on in advance).
	The Clerk reported that Iain Cholerton had volunteered to be ‘The Mounted Branch’ of the parish footpaths service (probably yet another first for our group parish) and had already surveyed and provided a comprehensive illustrated report for the Parish Council on the parishes’ bridleways. Funding for the ‘P3’ scheme would continue until 2019, so the Parish Council had resources to tackle many of the small improvements necessary to our footpaths and bridleways, which would be a priority for the next two years.

(e)	[Community Week Committee: see report to the Council’s Annual Meeting on the website.]
(f)	[Stoke Prior Community Primary School: see monthly reports in the Parish Pump.]
(g)	[District Councillor: see monthly reports in the Parish Pump.]
(h)	[Police Community Support Officer: PCSO Steph Annette sent her apologies – see monthly reports in the Parish Pump.]

08/17	No other matters were raised by residents, and the meeting closed at 8.10pm.
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