Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior 
Group Parish
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 
held on Wednesday 18 May 2011 at 7.30 pm in Stoke Prior Village Hall.

Present:
Fourteen electors of the parish: Peter Lefroy-Owen, Philip Brown, Magda Praill, Keith Hawkins, Margaret Bemand, Rodney Thompson, Will Jackson, Michael Hubbard,  Jenny Ellerton, Stephanie Wilson, Stephen Marsden, Pym Paxton; Richard Brown, David Bromley.

with:
District Councillor Jeremy Millar and CSO Stephanie Annette.

01/11
The Chairman of the Group Parish Council, Cllr Peter Lefroy-Owen, took the chair and welcomed everyone to the meeting.

02/11
Apologies for absence were received from Jane Hinton.
03/11
Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting May 2010


The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 19 May 2010 were approved and signed.

04/11
Matters arising from the minutes: Benches


Mrs Pym Paxton reported that the benches project had been completed and all the benches had been installed around the parish, most with commemorative plaques. The benches had been funded through a grant from Herefordshire Council of £1000 and donations from parishioners of £1500. Special thanks were due to Margaret and Keith Strangwood for initiating the project.
05/11
Report from Footpaths Officer


Richard Brown reported that he had walked all of the parish footpaths at least once over the past year, despite Risbury apparently getting further away. All footpaths were passable, although crops were planted over the route of some of them. An update on defects had been reported to Amey’s footpaths section. 

The Chairman thanked Richard for his work, including picking up litter.
06/11
Community Week


Mrs Pym Paxton reported from the Community Week Committee: the 2010 events had all been well-attended and had gone well, except that the rounders match had to be cancelled because of wet grass. It was proposed that this year there would be an alternative event in case this happened again. The programme of Community Week 2011 (25-31 July) had been outlined in the Parish Pump. The new District Councillor, Jeremy Millar, and his wife had kindly agreed to judge the scarecrow competition. Pym reminded those present that Community Week did not have the aim of raising any funds, and any small surplus generated was donated to a nominated charity. Any new ideas for future events were welcome, and all were welcome to attend the meetings of the committee. 
The Chairman thanked the whole Community Week Committee for their work and encouraged everyone to attend the events.

07/11
Report from Community Support Officer


CSO Stephanie Annette was welcomed to the meeting and reported on changes to policing arrangements to come into force later this year: A new Chief Constable would be appointed in July, and under changed locality boundaries, the whole parish would come under Leominster rather than Bromyard, and would therefore have a new CSO who would be introduced to us in due course. 

CSO Annette explained police policy on responding to burglar alarms: Type A (those linked to a police response room) would receive a non-emergency response within a specified time-period, or an emergency response in the case of certain criteria such as remote location, vulnerable resident or persistent history of crime at the location. Type B alarms (those not linked to a police station) would only receive a non-emergency response if one of the specified criteria were met; otherwise no response would be sent. Police could not forcibly enter premises unless there was a threat to life or limb. Residents thanked CSO Annette for the information but expressed concern at the restricted level of response.


The Chairman thanked CSO Annette for her report and her assistance throughout the past year, and for her work with the young people of the parish.

08/11
Other business


In answer to questions about the bridleway to the north of Risbury from Risbury Cross (HU10), Richard Brown explained that the correct route was now fenced-in.
09/11
The meeting closed at 7.58pm.

PJB

Signed ………………………..
Dated ……………..

DRAFT – subject to confirmation
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